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In the period of 1919-1939, Poland paid considerable attention to the newly annexed Western
Ukrainian lands, directing its efforts to the implementation of an active national policy and the integration
of these territories into the Second Polish Republic. One of the central elements of this strategy was the
celebrations dedicated to the anniversaries of the restoration of Polish statehood, which for the Polish
authorities performed not only an integrational function, but also became a means to enhance political
influence in the Western Ukrainian lands as well as to emphasize and assert Polish sovereignty in these
territories.

Celebrating the anniversaries of the restoration of statehood also played an important role in
national self-awareness, as the agenda dedicated to these anniversaries contributed to the strengthening
of Polish patriotism and tried to reduce the influence of local identities. The Polish authorities spent
significant efforts to create a positive image of the Polish state among the local population. Through
mass events, including anniversaries, propaganda campaigns, religious festivities, and educational
initiatives, the Polish authorities tried to reinforce the idea of unity and common interests with the local
population.

The festivities also served as an important tool for strengthening the integration of the western
Ukrainian lands into the structures of the Polish state. This was aimed to create an impression of united
community and general integrity of the new territory with Poland, which, in turn, facilitated the control
and management of the region.

Therefore, the solemn anniversaries of the restoration of Polish statehood in the Western Ukrainian
lands played a multifaceted role. They served as a means of political influence and an instrument of
integration, as well as an element of national identity politics. The celebrations contributed to the
creation of a positive image of the Polish state among the local population, while at the same time
causing resistance and tension on the part of the Ukrainian community, which continued to fight for its
national rights and identity.

While the Jewish, Armenian, German and other national minorities were ignored in the rhetoric of
the organizers of the celebrations, the Ukrainian national minority was portrayed as a force that tried
to oppose the construction of then new Polish state. This situation, accordingly, contributed to the
formation of an antagonistic national policy of Polish governments towards a significant number of
citizens of the Second Polish Republic, which, in turn, contributed to the spread of narratives that
actively strengthened the struggle against the authorities.

The involvement of organizations related to the “defense of Lviv” in 1918 was particularly negatively
perceived by the Ukrainian minority. Ukrainians considered these organizations as enemies of their
own statehood, which greatly complicated their perception of the Second Polish Republic as their own
state. The negative perception of Polish organizations involved in the celebrations by the Ukrainian
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minority pointed to serious national opposition that existed in interwar Poland. This caused significant
difficulties in building a unified national narrative and complicated the process of forming a common
state identity. The antagonistic policy of Polish governments towards national minorities not only
exacerbated inter-ethnic conflicts, but also contributed to the formation of oppositional sentiments.
Keywords: Poland, Western Ukraine, statechood, Second Polish Republic, anniversaries, national
policy, political influence, sovereignty, governance, identity politics, national identity, patriotism,
unity, propaganda, integration, Ukrainian inhabitants, interethnic misunderstandings, Jewish population.

The events of the First World War and the system of post-war treaties gave birth to forces
in multinational states that sought to achieve economic, national and political homogeneity
of society with the help of very different methods. This phenomenon inevitably caused the
opposite reaction — liberation movements. Usually, this political polarization was related to
the national policies. Ethnic relations in Western Ukrainian lands were no exception to this.

During the interwar period, Poland, which restored its statehood after the First World War,
largely focused its attention on these provinces, trying to implement its new national policy
and integrate these territories into the composition of the Second Polish Republic. The the
anniversaries of the restoration of Polish statehood in the Western Ukrainian lands was the
element of this approach. They were used to celebrate and affirm Polish sovereignty in Western
Ukrainian territories. With the help of varied measures, the Polish authorities sought to
emphasize their right to control and manage these lands.

In Galicia, alienation from the Polish authorities due to the high national consciousness of
the population was very strong. The majority of the local population as well as Ukrainian
political parties and organizations did not recognize Poland’s right to control the Wesernt
Ukrainian lands. Therefore, the early 1920s in these territories, recently annexed by the Second
Polish Republic, were marked by a plethora of political and even armed confrontations'. As a
result, Poland’s authorities began to resort to various measures that emphasized the importance
ofits existence in the Western Ukrainian territories. However, their rhetoric was far from being
the one that could contribute to international consensus here.

Celebrating the anniversaries of the restoration of statehood became also an
important element of identity politics. This helped the Polish government form and
affirm the Polish national identity among Polish population of the western Ukrainian
lands. The authorities used these measures to strengthen Polish and try to reduce the
influence of local identities.

The ideas and statements of Polish statehood exclusiveness turned out to be key
in the integration of western Ukrainian lands. The Polish authorities spent considerable
efforts trying to create a positive image of the Polish state in the eyes of locals.
Through mass festive events, the Polish authorities sought to establish the idea of
unity and shared interests with minorities. The celebrations served as a tool for
deepening the integration of Western Ukrainian lands into the structures of the Polish
state. This made it possible to create the impression of commonality and integrity of
the new territory with Poland, which facilitated the control and management of the
region.

' T1. Miuyk, Hapuc icmopii OVH, Miouxes—Jlonnon—Hpro-Hopk, 1968, 23.

292



ISSN 2078-6077. HaykoBi 3oumrs icropuyHoro ¢axyisrery JIbBiBcbkoro yHiBepeurery. 2024. Bumyck 25.
Proceedings of History Faculty of Lviv University. 2024. Issue 25.

However, Ukrainians living in the territories of the Second Polish Republic celebrated
their own statehood event — the 10th anniversary of the proclamation of the Western
Ukrainian People’s Republic in November 1928, which caused clashes with the police
of the Polish state in Lviv2. This celebration was of great importance for Ukrainians
in the context of national identity and the struggle for national rights. It is worth
considering the factors that explain the importance of this celebration for Ukrainians,
as well as analyzing the Polish reaction to the events of that time.

The proclamation of Western Ukrainian People’s Republic in 1918 was an act of
national self-determination of the Ukrainian people in the western lands earlier
controlled by Austrian-Hungarian Empire. For Ukrainians, it was an attempt to ensure
their national independence and recognition of their rights to have their own state.
The celebration of the 10th anniversary of the declaration of the Western Ukrainian
People’s Republic had a symbolic meaning — it reminded of a historical developmets
that demostarted the fact that Ukrainians turned to the idea of their own statehood,
emphasizing their readiness to fight for their rights and identity.

For the Ukrainian people, the importance of this celebration also lay in the fact
that it supported and affirmed their national liberty and contributed to the unification
of the Ukrainian people both in the western lands and mainland Ukraine. Given the
pressure from the Polish authorities and the policy of assimilation, the celebration of
historical events that emphasized Ukrainian national self-awareness was important
for the preservation and strengthening of Ukrainian identity.

The Polish authorities showed an unfavorable reaction to the celebration of the
10th anniversary of Wesernt Ukrainian People’s Republic due to the perception of
this event as a threat to Polish statehood and stability in the western Ukrainian lands.
Local population’s support for Ukrainian national symbols and events that took place
in the context of the struggle for national rights was perceived by the Polish authorities
as a manifestation of enmity and an attempt to undermine the state order.

The clashes that took place during the celebration deepened the tension between
Ukrainians and the Polish authorities®. The police responded to these clashes with the
use of force and repressive measures, which was reflected in the arrests of Ukrainian
activists and restrictions on Ukrainian cultural and political initiatives.

The celebration of the 10th anniversary of the proclamation of the West Ukrainian
People’s Republic was important for Ukrainians, as it marked a historical event that
had symbolic significance for Ukrainian national self-awareness and the struggle for
national rights. The Polish authorities perceived this celebration as a threat to their
state order and stability in the western Ukrainian lands, which caused a harsh reaction
from their side. These events illustrate the tension between the Ukrainian and Polish
national communities in the interwar period on the territory of modern Ukraine.

2 B. YonoBcwKHl, Ypaincoka inmenizenyia 6 HayionaabHO-6U36016HOMY pyCi Ha 3axionii Ykpaini
(1918-1939). JIbBiB, 1993, 72-73.
3 JIbBiBCBKE TMOBITOBE YIpaBiiHHsA AepxkasHoi mominii, JAJIO, ¢. 108, om. 1, crip. 288, apk. 9.
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At the same time, the Polish authorities decided to hold a celebration of the 10th
anniversary of the restoration of Polish statehood, considering this celebration as part
of the ideological consolidation of its statehood, including in the western Ukrainian
lands. This celebration was a strategic move by the Polish government, aimed at
strengthening its statehood and ideologically asserting Polish nationalism in Western
Ukrainian lands. It was considered not only an act of commemoration of a historical
event, but also a tool to raise the spirit of the Polish population and support the unity of
the country in the conditions of regional misunderstandings.

The rupture was also caused by the loud celebration of the 10th anniversary of the
Union of Defenders of Lviv, an organization consisting of veterans of the Polish
Army and rebel units that participated in the overthrow of the Ukrainian government
in Lviv. Only on November 21, 1928 (the day of the retreat of Ukrainian forces from
the center of Lviv in 1918), five solemn events were held in different parts of the city,
including the laying of a stone for the future monument to the participants of those
events on Zelena Street*. All this, of course, was an additional factor of irritation of
the Ukrainian residents of the city and demonstrated the fact that the national policy
in the Western Ukrainian lands was not formed on the basis of the principles of
leveling international misunderstandings in the city.

It is clear that the Polish authorities viewed the celebration of the 10th anniversary
of the restoration of statehood as an opportunity to strengthen national self-awareness
and patriotism. This event served for the Polish population as a symbolic reminder of
the victory in the struggle for independence and state sovereignty, as well as the
importance of national unity in the face of external threats.

Also, the celebration of this anfniversary was considered a means of supporting
the idea of permanence of Polish statehood in the western Ukrainian lands, where
there were tensions and conflicts with the local Ukrainian population. By
commemorating this event, the Polish authorities tried to convince Ukrainians of the
stability and necessity of Polish statehood, as well as to strengthen faith in the legitimacy
of its existence on these lands.

Ukrainians did not accept this celebration for several key reasons. First, for
Ukrainians, the Polish celebration of the restoration of statehood was perceived as a
hint of Polish dominance and the desire to assimilate the local Ukrainian population.
This caused a feeling of mistrust and alienation from the Ukrainian public.

Second, Ukrainians saw the celebration of the restoration of Polish statehood as
an attempt to politically strengthen Polish power in western Ukrainian lands and support
the ideology of Polish nationalism, which often conflicted with Ukrainian identity and
interests.

The celebration of the fifteenth anniversary was particularly broad and included
many elements of traditional Polish national politics. For example, the commemoration

4 Ilporpamu CcBATKyBaHHs 15-piuus Hesanexnocti [lombuii Ta o6oponu JIbBoBa; civcku oci6 Ta
oprauizaiii, siki orpumanu 3anpomenss, JAJIO, ¢. 266, on. 1, cip. 36, apk. 66.
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of the “defense of Lviv”’ was also added to the official celebration — a term that many
Ukrainians rejected, believing that it was the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic
who defended itself against the invasion of Polish troops, and not the other way
around. So, in 1933, the holiday was called “Commemoration of the 15th anniversary
of the independence of the Polish state and the “Defense of Lviv’”® and additional
funding was planned specifically for events related to the “defense of Lviv”. The
planning of this event took place at the national level and high-ranking representatives
of the government and public authorities were involved in it. The celebration itself
was under the patronage of the President of Poland Ignatius Moscicki and Marshal
of the Sejm Jozef Pitsudski, and the organizing committee was headed by the Chairman
of the Council of Ministers, Janusz Jedziewicz®. The Lviv organizing committee also
included the first persons of the voivodship, law enforcement agencies and public
organizations, among whom were Vaclav Droyanovskyi, the President of the city of
Lviv and Wojciech Goluchovskyi, the Chairman of the Federation of South-Eastern
Voivodeships’.

Vaclav Droyanovsky’s speech, delivered at the Solemn Meeting on November 11,
1933, is particularly significant for understanding the ideological foundations of the
national policy of the Polish state in Western Ukrainian lands. The mayor of Lviv
noted the importance of celebrating the 15th anniversary of the restoration of
independence and the “defense of Lviv”. He pointed out that on November 11, Poland
celebrates its national holiday — Independence Day, and Lviv, in addition to the national
holiday, also celebrated its local anniversary — the anniversary of the “blood and glory
of the three weeks of November, 1918, Emphasizing the importance of these events,
the mayor of Lviv pointed out that both holidays are closely related.

In addition, Vaclav Droyanovsky’s speech emphasized the importance of the
“defense of Lviv”, which he describes as not only the triumph of Polish weapons, but
also the victory of man over his own weaknesses and fears. He expressed his
confidence that this event symbolizes the victory of a heroic soul over the trials and
tribulations accompanying military operations. The mayor of Lviv also noted that, in
his opinion, the defense of Lviv began with the spiritual forces of the people, which
raised Poland to independence’.

Droyanovsky assured that both of these historical facts are interconnected, and
noted that they, forming an inseparable whole, constituted one and the same historical
process. He saw in this symbolic connection the proof that the “defense of Lviv”’ was

5 Ilporpamu CBATKyBaHHs 15-piuus HesanexHocti [Tospiii Ta 060poHHu JIbBOBA; CHMCKH OCIO Ta
oprauizaiii, siki orpumanu 3anpomenss, JAJIO, ¢. 266, on. 1, cip. 36, apk. 66.

¢ Criucku KepisHOTO cKiany Komirery cBaTkyBanHs 15-piqus Hesanexuocti [lonbini Ta 06ponu
JIsBoBa, JJAJIO, ¢. 266, on. 1, cop. 3, apk. 1.

7 Ibid, apk. 3.

8 TIporpamu cBATKYBaHHs 15-piudst HezanexHocti [Tombiui Ta 060poHH JIBBOBA; CHMCKH OCIO Ta
oprauizauii, ski orpumanu 3anpouenss, JAJIO, ¢ 266, onuc 1, cnpasa 36, apk. 82.

? Ibid.
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an integral part of the history of Poland and an important stage in the formation of
national self-awareness!®.

In his speech, the President of Lviv never once mentioned that the “defense of
Lviv” was an attempt to overthrow the power of Ukrainians who were fighting for
the independence of their state, he did not even mention who this “defense” was
from. There are two reasons for this. The first: he wanted to avoid the possibility of
causing the Lviv Ukrainians a feeling of alienation and did not want to irritate the Lviv
Poles once again by mentioning the Ukrainian state. As a result, the speech turned
out to be quite pathetic, but devoid of specifics.

This speech once again shows that the main narrative of the Polish government’s
national policy was based on ideologues that did not promote cooperation and
understanding between the peoples living in the western Ukrainian lands. And this
was especially noticeable during the celebration of the fifteenth anniversary of the
independence of the Second Polish Republic.

Another aspect that can be noted is the lack of mentioning the possibility of further
cooperation between Ukrainians and Poles based on shared historical events, even
such as the confrontation in Lviv. Instead, the speaker focused exclusively on national
symbols and internal history of Poland.

Adding the commemoration of “defense” to the celebration of the 15th anniversary
of the restoration of Polish statehood was an important step for the Polish authorities,
as it allowed to strengthen national self-awareness and patriotic feelings in a political
and ideological context and aimed to emphasize the historical merit of Polish troops in
the battles for the city. It acted as a way of supporting the idea of national patriotism
and heroizing the events related to the liberation and defense of Polish lands. Also,
the inclusion of this element in the celebration aimed to raise the morale of the Polish
population, celebrating the exploits of Polish soldiers and emphasizing the unity of the
nation.

On the other hand, adding the commemoration of the “defense of Lviv” to the
celebration could serve as an attempt to emphasize the dominance of the Polish state
in the western Ukrainian lands, despite the differences in the perception of the events
by the Ukrainian public. This demonstrated attempts to control the historical memory
of the population in these territories.

Another landmark for the understanding of the national policy of the Second Polish
Republic in Western Ukrainian lands was the celebration of the 20th anniversary of
Independence, which, although it was similar to the previous anniversary, had several
qualitative differences. This applies to both actions and rhetoric. If we take into account
the aggravation of international relations, which was already seriously felt in the western
lands of the Republic, then the need for statist propaganda and emphasizing the
importance of nurturing Poland’s independence gained special importance.

1 TIporpamu cBaTKyBanHs 15-piads HesanexHocTi [lonbuti Ta o6oponu JIbBOBa; criucku 0Ci6 Ta
oprauizauii, ski orpumanu 3anpouenss, JAJIO, ¢ 266, onuc 1, cipasa 36, apk. 82.
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As before, celebrations included official ceremonies, parades, public performances,
and religious services. The rhetoric of the speakers also largely echoed that of previous
years, emphasizing the importance of unity, national pride, and the achievements of
20 years of independence. The 1930s in general and 1938 in particular were marked
by the worsening of Polish-German relations. This was reflected in the rhetoric of the
anniversary events, where speakers increasingly emphasized the dominant role of
Poland. Compared to previous anniversaries, where the emphasis was on democratic
values and the desire for peace, the 20th anniversary emphasized military power and
readiness to defend independence more.

The aggravation of international relations in the West and the growth of external
threats stimulated the strengthening of statist propaganda. Jubilee events were actively
used to spread pro-Polish ideas and build loyalty to the Polish state. The celebration
of the 20th anniversary of Independence had a significant impact on the political life
of the Second Polish Republic and it demonstrated the strengthening of Polish
nationalism.

The celebration was organized three times wider than all the previous ones and
not only in the western Ukrainian lands, but also in the entire state''. In particular, in
Lviv, it was divided into three parts, each of which had its own characteristics, and at
least two had a serious potential to negatively affect the course of interethnic relations.
This refers to the commemoration of the twentieth anniversary of the founding of the
Union of Defenders of Lviv and the twentieth anniversary of the “defense of Lviv”
itself, which were held at the same time as the celebration of the independence of the
Second Polish Republic.

As before, the composition of the honorary organizing committee emphasized the
importance of the attitude of the Polish establishment to the celebrations. The chairman
of the committee was the Head of the Government Felicjan Slawoj-Skladkowskys; it
also included Tadeusz Kasprzycky, Minister of Defense, Alfred Bilyk, Lviv Voivodship,
Eggeniusz Kwiatkowsky, Deputy Chairman of the government, Edward Sucharda,
Rector of Lviv Politechnika and many other notable persons from the central
government and Lviv region'?. It is interesting that representatives of other regions
were also involved, for example Michal Grazynsky, the governor of Shionsk and
Edmund Bulanda, the rector of the Jagiellonian University'®. In addition, many different
organizations were involved in the celebration, starting from youth scout groups like
Harcerzhy and ending with all political parties'®. It is clear that such a representation
united different layers of society around a common national idea. The participation of
well-known political figures, authorities and representatives of public organizations

' Romuald, Rydz. Obchody Niepodleglosci w 20-leciu, Biblioteka Narodowa, oTpumMaHo I0CTYIl
15 cepnus 2024, https://bn.org.pl/projekty/aleje-niepodleglosci/obchody-niepodleglosci-w-20-leciu

12 TIporpama Bin3nauenus 20-piuus Hesanexnocti [lonbiui Ta 06oponu JIbBOBa, CIUCKH YJIEHIB
HusineHOro KoMitery ta cexuiit, JJAJIO, ¢. 266, on. 1, cnp. 82, apk. 6.

13 Ibid, apk. 6 —7.

14 Ibid, apk. 23.
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showed a general interest in the perpetuation of historical events. This again contributed
to strengthening the national self-awareness of Poles and maintaining the spirit of
unity, despite the complete ideological exclusion of Ukrainians from this event.

In Lviv the main celebrations began on November 2, 1938, with the Divine Service
at the Cemetery of Orlat as the beginning of the celebration of the 20th anniversary
of the “defense of Lviv”’, which was attended by high-ranking representatives of the
City Hall together with the President of the City of Lviv, Stanislaw Ostrowski. The
celebration lasted until December 11 and ended with a solemn procession of
representatives of the police, prosecutor’s office, bailiffs and lawyers'>. They were
also joined by teachers’ and other professional societies. The participation of primary
security structures representatives indicated that the rhetoric used by local authorities
was acceptable for state security systems and law enforcement systems.

As before, the celebrations included prayer services, concerts, solemn marches,
meetings of labor groups, sports competitions, public recitations, rallies, unveiling of
tables, monuments and even plays put on by students and teachers!®. It is clear that
the educational value of the entire event received maximum attention from the
authorities. Despite the rhetoric, which did not contribute neither to a comprehensive
and open national policy in Western Ukrainian lands, nor to inter-ethnic mutual
understanding there, the attitude of the authorities of the Second Polish Republic to
the aggrandizement of its statehood was as active, deep and all-encompassing as
possible.

Continuing an already established tradition, the organizing committee completely
ignored national minorities in its plans for the celebration. Moreover, the rhetoric of
isolating Ukrainians from the celebration has acquired a somewhat antagonistic
character. In particular, in speeches, invitations, articles and posters, the terms
“Ukrainian state”, “Ukrainians”, “Ukraine” and ““Ukrainian army” were replaced by
various undefined phrases such as “forces of darkness” or “those who seized Lviv
and Eastern Minor Poland under the cover of nights”!”. The replacement of terms
related to Ukrainians and their state with invented or negatively colored phrases
indicates attempts to empty the Ukrainian national movement from the information
field of the Polish state, which was characteristic of that period of history in these
territories. This not only did not contribute to international understanding, but also
caused Ukrainians to reject both the celebration itself and the government as a whole.

On the other hand, the solemn events were extremely actively received by the
Polish community of the Second Republic. The Polish part of the province’s society

15 TIporpama BinzuauenHst 20-piyus HesanexHocti [Tombuii Ta 060poHn JIbBOBA, CIIHCKH 4ICHIB
HueinbHOro KoMitery Ta cekuiit, JJAJIO, ¢. 266, on. 1, cnp. 82, apk. 57.

1 JlucryBanHs [ pOMaIHCHKOrO KOMITETY 3 BinzHadenHs 20-pivust 060poHu JIbBOBa 3 OpraHizalismMu
Ta ocobamMu PO OpraHi3alliio BUCTABOK, 3 JOAATKOM 3pa3kiB orosomeHsb, JAJIO, ¢. 266, on. 1, crp. 77,
apk 21.

17 TInakatu, OTOJIOWIEHHs PO CBSTKyBaHHs 20-piuus o6oponu JIbBoBa y mucronani 1918 p.,
JAJIO, ¢. 266, om. 1, cup. 10, apk. 5.
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took a leading role in organizing and holding these holidays. The ideological narratives
that were presented during the anniversary events found an active response among
the broad masses of the Polish population. Various social strata participated in the
preparation and celebration of the events. In addition to famous people, such as
businessmen, priests, politicians and soldiers, representatives of a wide range of political,
economic and social organizations joined the organization and holding of the
celebrations. Both large state structures and small communities stood out among the
sponsors'®. For example, the committee responsible for preparing for the 20th
anniversary of the independence of the Second Polish Republic included not only
large state institutions, but also organizations engaged in the promotion of tourism,
scientific research, and cultural events.

Among the organizations that were invited to the celebration or participated in the
preparation of events, there were no representatives of minorities, that inhabited these
territories including Ukrainians, Jews, Armenians and Germans. The absence of
national minorities representation did not contribute to their integration into the society
of the Second Polish Republic and made it difficult to perceive the Polish state as
their own. This further led to the fact that the national minorities did not feel motivated
to defend the state against threats from the two neighbouring empires.

While the Jewish, Armenian, German and other nations were ignored in the rhetoric
of the celebration organizers, Ukrainians were portrayed as a force that had tried to
hinder the construction of the Polish state. This, in turn, made the national policy of
Polish governments antagonistic to a significant number of citizens of the Second
Polish Republic and contributed to the spread of narratives that actively intensified
the struggle against the authorities. Involvement of organizations that were associated
with the “defense of Lviv” in 1918 and the Union of “Defenders of Lviv” itself'” was
particularly negatively perceived by the Ukrainian minority, which considered these
groups as enemies of their own statehood. Thus, the generalized perception of these
organizations, particularly in the city of Lviv and in the western Ukrainian lands,
caused difficulties for Ukraininas to perceive Poland as their own state, which, in
turn, led to an increase in national differences.

In general, the question of financing the independence celebrations was solved
through a variety of approaches. There were three main types of financing — state
funds, funds of various organizations, from public organizations to large business
structures, and fundraising?’. The widest possible circles of the public and the church
were involved in the latter. The importance of each of these articlers of funding can

'8 dinancosi 3BiTn L{uBiTbHOTO KOMiTeTy 3i CBATKYBaHHS 20-pidusi HesanexHocti [Tonbiui Ta
oboponu JIpBoBa, JJAJIO, ¢. 266, on. 1, crp. 80, apk 2.

1% [IpoTokonH 3acinanb MPOMYKTOBOI cekilii [{MBimbHOrO KOMiTETY 3i cBATKYyBaHHs 20-piuus Coro3y
obopoHuiB JIbBoBa B mucronani 1918 p.; cnucku 3ampomieHux Ha 3aciganns, JAJIO, ¢. 266, on. 1,
cop. 73, apk 7.

2 dinancosi 3BiTn [{MBINEHOrO KOMITETY 31 CBATKyBaHHs 20-piuds Heszanexuocti [lonbmii Ta
oboponu JIeBoBa, JIAJIO, . 266, omn. 1, cip. 80, apk 2—10.
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be justified both from the point of view of ensuring the celebration itself, and from the
point of view of the impact on Polish society as a whole.

State funds played a key role in ensuring stable financing of festive events. This
allowed the organizers to plan and carry out large-scale events aimed at
commemorating historical events and national identity. Thanks to the state funding,
the government was able to control the use of funds and ensure their efficient
distribution, which ensured that the celebrations were held at a high level.

Funding from various organizations, including public associations and business
structures, was important not only from a financial point of view, but also in terms of
social integration and support for the ideas of independence among different sections
of the population. Contributions from businesses and community organizations showed
broad support for the national celebrations and helped build a sense of unity and
common purpose among citizens.

Fundraising, which involved wide circles of the public and the church, played a
special role in creating civic activity and responsibility. This approach allowed every
citizen to feel his involvement in national celebrations, strengthening patriotic feelings
and social cohesion. The participation of the church in these processes was particularly
significant, as it was an important social institution with a great influence on the
formation of political, moral and ethical values.

Regarding the limitation of access to funding for organizations and churches of
other national groups, this approach was explained by the desire of the organizers to
adhere to the focus of resources on supporting events that reflect Polish culture and
history. The participation of other national groups could disperse efforts and financial
resources, as well as cause a clash of interests and interpretations of the meaning of
independence. Therefore, it was decided to focus on organizations that directly
represented the interests of Polish society and its national and cultural heritage.

The artistic circles that participated in the celebrations deserve special attention,
as they followed the same rhetoric that was presented by the organizations and bodies
that created the national policy. The Lviv theaters, which staged plays on the theme
of various events related to the Ukrainian-Polish war of 1918-1919, worked very
actively. For example, on November 19, 1938, the Great City Theater showed the
play “Rosemary Branch” dedicated to the mentioned events?'. Among those present
were not only representatives of organizational committees of various levels, but also
scout youth and military personnel. The last two categories participated in all the
events of the festive months, including artistic, political and religious ones??. For the
Polish authorities, the involvement of artistic circles in the celebration of the
anniversaries of independence was extremely important for several reasons. Firstly,
art served as an effective means of spreading ideological guidelines and strengthening

2! TIporpama BinsHauenus 20-piuus HezanexHocti [lonbur Ta 06oporn JIbBOBa; CUCKK WIEHIB
HusineHoro komirery Ta cekuiid, 1AJIO, ¢. 266, om. 1, cup. 82, apk. 42.
2 Ibid, apk. 23.

300



ISSN 2078-6077. HaykoBi 3oumrs icropuyHoro ¢axyisrery JIbBiBcbkoro yHiBepeurery. 2024. Bumyck 25.
Proceedings of History Faculty of Lviv University. 2024. Issue 25.

national identity. Theatrical performances, art exhibitions and musical concerts could
convey patriotic messages and form a sense of national unity among citizens. Secondly,
the participation of artists in the celebrations emphasized the cultural identity of the
nation, demonstrating the richness and diversity of Polish culture.

Representatives of all walks of life were present at the artistic events, which gave
special importance and value to the inclusive nature of the national celebrations. This
contributed to the creation of a sense of community and unity among various social
groups, from elites to ordinary citizens. An important component of this approach
was the involvement of youth and veterans, as these groups played a key role in
strengthening national security and shaping the country’s future.

At the same time, artistic circles of national minorities were not involved in these
celebrations. This can be explained by the desire of the Polish state to create a
monolithic national narrative that excluded any alternative cultural identities. The
participation of national minorities was seen as the means to cause controversy and
undermine the dominant Polish national discourse, which was undesirable for a
government that sought to consolidate the nation around a single national idea.

Historical events, such as the struggle for Lviv in 1918, had different perceptions
among different national groups. Ukrainians still see these events as part of their
national liberation struggle, while Polish authorities and historians may see them as an
important part of Poland’s history. However, even in such a situation, this event can
become the basis for active cooperation between modern Ukraine and Poland, which
has been repeatedly proven by numerous scientific conferences and large-scale projects
such as the Cemetery of Polish Soldiers in Lviv.

The celebration of the Polish statehood restoration anniversaries in Western
Ukrainian lands was an act aimed at consolidating statehood and increasing patriotic
sentiment in Polish society. However, this initiative was not accepted by the Ukrainian
population due to its perception as a tool of political pressure and support of Polish
dominance in the western Ukrainian lands. Thus, these events reflected deep national
and political differences in the region and the difficult nature of relations between the
Polish and Ukrainian populations.

Adding the commemoration of the “defense of Lviv” to the celebrations was an
important step for the Polish authorities aimed at supporting national self-awareness
and patriotic feelings among the political population. It also served as an attempt to
emphasize the dominance of the Polish state and to control the historical identity in
the western Ukrainian lands.

In general, the celebration of the Polish statehood restoration anniversaries in the
western Ukrainian lands played an important role in the national politics of Poland in
the interwar period. These measures were not only a symbolic act, but also a strategic
tool for asserting Polish sovereignty, forming an identity and integrating the Western
Ukrainian territories into the newly created Polish state.
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BIJI3HAYEHHS PIMHUILIB IEPKABHOCTI SIK YACTUHA HAITIOHAJIbHOI
MOMITUKHA MOJIBIII B TAJIMYUHI Y MIXKBOEHHU I ITEPIO/T

IBan ®EJIMK
JIpBiBCHKMIT HaLliOHATBHUN yHIBepcUTET iMeHi IBana @panka
KaTelpa iCTOPUYHOI0 Kpae3HaBCTBa
Byl YHiBepcuterchbka, 1 JIpBiB, 79000, Vkpaina
e-mail: ivan.fedyk@Inu.edu.ua
ORCID ID: 0000-0002-7289-0124

VY nepiox mik 1919 ta 1939 pokamu [lonbiua, BiTHOBHBILM CBOIO ASpXaBHICTH micis [lepirol
CBITOBO] BiliHHU, IPUAUIIIA 3HAYHY yBary 3aXiTHOYKPAiHCEKUM 3eMIIIM, CIIPSMOBYIOUH YHMAJIi 3yCHILIIA
Ha IHTerpanito nux repurtopiii 1o ckiany Apyroi [lonscekoi PecnyOmiku. OMHUM 3 KITFOUOBHX EIEMEHTIB
i€l cTparerii OyIu ypOuHCTOCTI, MPUCBSIUYCHI PIYHUISAM BiTHOBJICHHS MOJLCHKOI AepkaBHOCTI. st
MIOJIbCHKUX BIAJHUX CTPYKTYp L CBATKYBAaHHS HE JIMIIE CHUMBOJII3yBaJd BaXJIUBICTH OOPOTHOM 3a
cBoOony, ajie ¥ craBajgy iHCTPYMEHTOM IOJIITUYHOTO BIUIMBY. ICTOpHYHI piYHHILI BUKOPUCTOBYBAIUCS,
100 MiIKPecIUTH Ta MiATBEPAUTH MOJbCHKUH CYBEPEHITET Ha 3aXiIHOYKpaiHCHKUX TepuTopisx. Uepes
HHU3KY CBATKOBUX 3aXOAiB MOJIBChKA BIaJa IMparHyila aKLEHTYBaTH CBO€ NPaBO HAa KOHTPOJIb Ta
YIPaBIiHHS IIUMH 3EMIIIMH.

CBATKYBaHHS BIJHOBJCHHS J€PXKaBHOCTI TaKOXX BifirpaBajno BaXKJIHBY POJIb Y HOJITUI
ineHTH4YHOCTI. lle D03BOJIO MOJBCHKIl BIaai GOpMyBaTH Ta 3aKpIIUTIOBATH MOJbCHKY HAIIOHATBHY
caMoineHTU DIKaIl0 cepel MICLeBOr0 HaceleHHS 3aXiIHOYKpaiHCHKUX 3eMellb. 3aX0lu, MPUCBIYCHI
UM PIYHHUISM, BUKOPUCTOBYBAIMCSA, 00 3MILHUTH MAaTPIOTU3M CEpeJ] HACENEHHS Ta CIpoOyBaTH
3MEHIIUTH BIIJIMB MICIIEBHX 1IEHTHYHOCTEMH.

[Iponaranja monbCchKOi Aep>KaBHOCTI BUSBMIIACA KIIOYOBHM €JIEMEHTOM Yy Ipoleci iHTerpamnii
3aXiTHOYKpalHChKUX 3eMenb. Biaga BuTpavana 3HaYHI 3yCHIULA, 1100 CTBOPUTHU MTO3UTHUBHE YSIBICHHA
PO JIepKaBy Cepell MIiCIeBOro HaceneHHs1. Yepe3 MacoBi 3aX0/11, SIKi BKJIFOUAIH CBITKYBaHHS BOEHHHUX
MEePEMOT, NMPOMaraHAXCTChKI KaMIaHii Ta OCBITHI IHILIATUBH, YPsJ HaMaraBcs 3aKpillUTH iICt0 €THOCTI
Ta CHUIBHOCTI IHTEPECIB 3 MICIIEBUM HACCICHHAM.

VYpouucTi CBATKyBaHHS PIYHHUID BiAHOBIICHHS IOJbCHKOI JEPKABHOCTI HAa 3aXiIHOYKPAiHCHKHX
3eMJISIX BifirpaBayid OaratorpaHHy pojib. BoHUM ciyryBanu 3acO00M MOJITUYHOTO BILIMBY, €IEMEHTOM
MOJIITUKY HALIOHAIbHOI IJEHTUYHOCTI 1 BaXJUBUM IHCTPYMEHTOM IS MOAANBIIOT iHTErpamii
3aXiTHOYKPATHCHKUX 3€MeNb Y CTPYKTYPH IOJNBCHKOI JAepKaBH, BOAHOYAC CTBOPIOIOYU BPAXKEHHS
MIOJTITHYHOI €THOCTI, 110 TOJIETIIIYBaJI0 KOHTPOJIb Ta YIIPABIiHHA PerioHoM. CBATKYBaHHS TaKOXK CIPHSIIA
CTBOPEHHIO MO3UTHBHOTO IMIIKY IOJBCHKOI JEp)KaBH Cepel MICIEBOr0 HaceJIeHHS, BOAHOYAC
BUKJIMKAIOYH OIIIp Ta HAIPYKEHICTh 3 OOKy yKpaiHCBKOI TpoMaj, sika IpOJOBKyBaga OopoTucs 3a
CBOI HaI[lOHAJIBHI TIpaBa Ta iACHTUYHICTb.

VY Toli yac sk eBpelichKa, BIPMEHChKa, HIMEIIbKA Ta 1HIII HallioHaIbHI MEHIIUHY OY/H IPOIrHOpOBaHi
B PUTOPUIII OpPraHi3aToOpiB CBATKyBaHb, YKPAiHChKa HAIllOHANbHA MEHIIMHA Oyna 300pakeHa K CHIIa,
1[0 Hamarajacs MepeKoauTH OyIiBHUIITBY TOrOUacHOI MOJIbChKOT JepxkaBu. Taka cuTyallis, BIAOBITHO,
crpusiga GOpMYBaHHIO aHTATOHICTHYHOI HALlIOHAIBHOI MOJITUKHM YPSAIB LIOAO 3HAYHOI KUTBKOCTI
rpomansH [pyroi Peui ITocmonutoi, 1mo, y ¢BOIO 4epry, CIpUsIO MOLIMPEHHIO HAapaTHBIB, SIKi aKTUBHO
MiACUIIOBAIN OOpPOTHOY MPOTH BIAJIH.

Oco0JMBO HETaTHBHO YKpaiHChKa MEHIIMHA CIpUiiMaia 3aTy4eHHS 10 CBATKYyBaHb OpraHizalii,
moB’si3aHuX 3 “o0opoHor0 JIkBOBa” 1918 poky Tta camoro Coro3y “O6opoHuis JIbBoBa”. YkpaiHiii
BBaXKAJIW 111 OpraHizallii BOporaMu BJIaCHOI JEPKaBHOCTI, 110 3HAYHO YCKJIAHIOBAJIO iXHE CIIPUHHATTS
Hpyroi Peui [TocnonuToi sik cBo€T kpaiHu. BinmoBinHo, 3araipHe ysSBICHHS MPO Il OpraHizaiii B MiCTi
JIbBOBI Ta Ha 3aXiTHOYKPATHCHKUX 3eMJISIX ITOMIM OIF0OBAJIO TPYIHOLLI B iHTErpallii yKpaiHIliB 10 OJIbCHKOT
crninpHOTH. lle crpuuMHANIO 3HAYHI NPoOJIEeMH y NOMMPEHHI €JUHOTO HALlIOHATBHOTO HapaTUBY Ta
YCKJIQJHIOBAJIO TIpoliec JOpMyBaHHS CIUIbHOI HAI[IOHANBHOI 1IEHTHYHOCTI.
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AHTaroHiCTUYHA IOJITHKA Ta PUTOPHKA OPraHi3aTOpiB CBATKYBaHb HE JIMIIE 3arocTproBaa
MDKHAI[IOHAIbHI HEMOPO3yMIHHS, ajie i MOCHITIOBAIa MPOTECTHI HACTPOI Cepeli YKPaiHChKOT MEHIIINHU.
L1i HacTpoi Oynu MigKpiIIeHi COPHHHATTAM HOJIBCHKUX CBATKYBaHbB SIK TAKHX, L0 IUCKPUMIHYBAIN Ta
MaprisanizyBanu ykpainniB. Tolt ¢akt, mo oprasisanii, aconifioBaHi 3 HOJbCHKOI BillCBKOBOIO
MEPEMOTOI0 HaJ YKpATHLSAMU OY/H 3aTydeHi 10 YPOUHCTOCTEH, 11e OUIbIIe MOripiIyBaB BITHOCHHHI M
HaIlOHAIBHIMU TPYIIaMH.

Kniouosi cnosa: Tlonbiua, 3axinHa Ykpaina, IepyKaBHICTb, IOBLICT, HAI[lOHATbHA MOJIITHKA, IHTErpalis,
MOJITUYHUHN BIUIMB, CYBEPEHITET, HAI[IOHAJIbHA ICHTHYHICTh, MAaTPIOTU3M, €IHICTh, MpOMAaraHjaa,
YKpalHChbKE HaceNeHHs, MDKETHIYHI HEITOPO3yMiHHS.
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