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The article provides the statistical analysis of publications in the handwritten catalogue (1774–1778) 

of the Garelli’s book collection which belonged to Pius Nicolaus Garelli (1670–1740) and his son 

Johann Baptist Hannibal Garelli (1720–1741). This catalogue was arranged by Michael Denis, the 

keeper of this collection in Theresian Academy in Vienna. This is the last one from the known library 

catalogues composed before the collection was passed to Lviv University Library in 1784. Moreover, 

the classification of books in this collection by Michael Denis was reproduced in the article. 
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The Scientific Library of Lviv Ivan Franko National University is the oldest 

library in Ukraine and dates back to the beginning of the XVIII century. It was 

founded as the Jesuit Collegium and School Library and in 1661–1773 functioned 

as the library of the Jesuit University. After the elimination of the Society of Jesus 

in 1773 and the further reestablishment of Lviv University by Kaiser Joseph II in 

17841, the Jesuit library became the basis for a new state educational institution2. 

Besides the Jesuit book collection, the library of Lviv University was enriched 

with books from the monasteries dissolved on the territories of the Kingdom of 

Halychyna and Lodomeria in the course of secular reforms (till nowadays funds 

 

1 Володимир Качмар і Михайло Смолій, Сторінки історії Львівського університету за 

матеріалами німецькомовних документів (Львів: ЛНУ імені Івана Франка, 2016), 19–22. 
2 For further information about the continuity of history see: Василь Кметь, “Наукова бібліотека 

університету у перспективі 400-річчя,” Вісник Львівського університету. Серія книгознавство, 

бібліотекознавство, інформаційні технології 3 (2008): 3–8; Василь Кметь, “Наукова бібліотека 

Львівського національного університету імені Івана Франка,” у Encyclopedia. Львівський 

національний університет імені Івана Франка (Львів: ЛНУ імені Івана Франка, 2014), 2: 185–187. 
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of the Scientific Library contain several handwritten inventories from these libraries3 

plus manuscripts). 

The private collection of Pius Nicolaus Garelli (1670–1740), the counselor 

of Emperor Charles VI, Prefect of the Imperial Court Library, archiater, and 

bibliophile, and his son, a doctor and bibliophile as well, Johann Baptist Hannibal 

Garelli (1720–1741) is another part that formed the University Library at the end 

of the XVIII century. 

They bequeathed their private collection to be moved to the Imperial Court 

Library while 10000 florins were to be spent on buying new books and maintaining 

the collection4. However, their collection was connected to the library of Theresian 

Academy and afterwards, following the decision of Emperor Joseph II, was 

conveyed to Lviv University. Heinrich Gottfried von Bretschneider (1739–1810) 

was assigned to deliver it to Lviv. He also became the first director of the University 

Library in Lviv and remained on this position till 18015. He was assisted by Pr. Martin 

Kuralt (1757–1845) who held the position of the keeper in 1784–1801 

and 1805–18096. 

In such a way at the end of the XVIII century the library of the Austrian 

bibliophiles had already undergone several stages: establishment and functioning 

in the Garelli family; maintenance in the Imperial Court Library (1741–1748); 

storage in Theresian Academy (1748–1784); moving to Lviv and functioning as a 

part of the University Library (from 1784). These stages are documented in the form 

of handwritten catalogues7.  

The period when the collection was in Theresian Academy is recorded in five 

catalogues of Erasm Fröhlich, the first keeper of the library in Theresianum, as well 

as in the two-volume catalogue of Josef Kell, his successor8. The last known 

catalogue was arranged by the Emperor’s counselor, keeper of the Imperial Court 

Library, and bibliographer Michael Denis (1729–1800), who took care of the 

Garelli’s book collection from 17739. This is a seven-volume catalogue of books 

from the Garelli’s collection organized in 1774–1778. 

 

3 Назарій Лоштин, “Інвентарі та каталоги бібліотек католицьких монастирів XVI–XVIII ст. у 

фондах Наукової бібліотеки Львівського національного університету імені Івана Франка,” Вісник 

Львівського університету. Серія книгознавство, бібліотекознавство та інформаційні технології 10 

(2015): 78–90. 
4 Наталія Швець, “Ґареллі бібліотека,” у Encyclopedia. Львівський національний університет 

імені Івана Франка (Львів: ЛНУ імені Івана Франка, 2011), 1: 403. 
5 Наталія Швець, “Бретшнайдер Генріх Ґоттфрід,” у Encyclopedia. Львівський національний 

університет імені Івана Франка (Львів: ЛНУ імені Івана Франка, 2011), 1: 239–240. 
6 Наталія Швець і Ігор Петрій, “Куральт Марцін,” у Encyclopedia. Львівський національний 

університет імені Івана Франка (Львів: ЛНУ імені Івана Франка, 2011), 1: 694. 
7 See more: Наталія Швець, “Рукописні каталоги бібліотеки Ґареллі,” у Збірник наукових праць 

відділу рукописних, стародрукованих та рідкісних книг ім. Ф. П. Максименка, ред. Наталія Швець 

(Львів, 1997), 26–40. 
8 Ibid., 27–29. 
9 Ibid., 30.  
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Unfortunately, the researchers of the history of the University Library in Lviv 

practically did not research this collection and the facts established in the 

XIX century are widely used in the modern scientific community. Ludwik Finkel, 

one of those who wrote the first history of Lviv University described the Garelli’s 

book collection as the basic core of this library as the Jesuit collection could not 

fulfill the demands of “educated people”10. Anna Jędrzejowska who worked in the 

University Library during the interwar period also considered this collection to be 

the foundation of the academic library, yet she put an emphasize on its “German 

character” and called it “alien to the general public”11. Modern researchers of 

the University Library history and the role of the Garelli’s collection in its 

organization use the work of these two scholars, Finkel and Jędrzejowska, as well 

as of several other pre-war writers as their basis12. 

Pretty much the best studies of the book collection in question belong to Natalia 

Shvets13. However, the researcher practically doesn’t study the Garelli’s library from 

the quantitative perspective. It is generally accepted in historiography that this 

library includes 11000 volumes. Yet, it is important to remember that according 

to the last will of Johann Baptist Hannibal Garelli, 10000 florins were supposed to 

be spent on the proper maintenance of this collection and purchases of new books14. 

Therefore, it is obvious that after being connected with the Imperial Court Library 

and later Theresarium, Garelli’s collection was supplied with new publications. 

Due to this fact, the usage of the last handwritten catalogue to define the quantitative 

character of this book collection before it was passed to Lviv University seems 

appropriate.  

The catalogue in question was arranged by Michael Denis in 1774–1778 while 

Antoni Schneider was the scribe15. The catalogue consists of seven volumes and 

each of them is dedicated to a separate “general” science: theology, law, philosophy, 

medicine, mathematics, history, and philology. Describing the catalogue, 

 

10 Ludwik Finkel and Stanisław Starzyński, Historya Uniwersytetu Lwowskiego (Lwów: Nakł. Senatu 

akademickiego C. K. Uniwersytetu Lwowskiego, 1894), 1: 117. 
11 Anna Jędrzejowska, Bibljoteka uniwersytecka we Lwowie (Lwów, 1926), 4. 
12 Наталія Кунанець, Наукові бібліотеки Львова (1784–1939): особливості становлення 

і розвитку, формування фондів та колекцій (Львів: Видавництво Національного університету 

“Львівська політехніка”, 2010), 17–18; Наталія Кунанець, Бібліотечна справа на західноукраїнських 

землях (XIII ст. – 1939 р.): консолідований інформаційний ресурс (Львів: Видавництво Львівської 

політехніки, 2011), 103; Adam Redzik, red., Academia Militans. Uniwersytet Jana Kazimierza we Lwowie 

(Kraków: Wysoki Zamek, 2015), 228; Halina Rusińska-Giertych, Kultura książki polskiej we Lwowie w 

okresie oświecenia (Wrocław: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Wrocławskiego, 2018), 103. 
13 Швець, “Рукописні каталоги бібліотеки Ґареллі,” 26–40; Наталія Швець, “Бібліотека родини 

Ґареллі у Львові,” у Іноземна книга у Львові: матеріали міжнародної наукової конференції (Львів, 

1998), 17–27; Швець, “Ґареллі бібліотека,” 403. 
14 Швець, “Ґареллі бібліотека,” 403. 
15 Швець, “Рукописні каталоги бібліотеки Ґареллі,” 32.  
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Natalia Shvets relies on the work of Michael Denis – “Grundriss der Bibliographie” 

(Vienna, 1777). The scholar characterizes the catalogue: “Every volume is dedicated 

to a separate basic discipline and ends with the so-called “interdisciplinary sciences” 

which connect different primary disciplines”16. Although the manuscript didn’t 

include ciphers, the correspondences of modern inventory numbers (Natalia Shvets 

highlighted them in her attempts to restore Garelli’s library), it gives the possibility 

to not only reveal the number of book in the library before its “journey” to Lviv, but 

also study the library organization in the XVIII century17.  

It is worth mentioning that the books were written in the catalogue already after 

its arrangement in 1778. With the help of “additional” book records that were 

presumably made not by Antoni Schneider but a different scribe, it can be easily 

traced. Inscriptions made in Polish should be also pointed out. They were made 

in the seventh catalogue by Michael Denis. The last subgroup, “Varia”, includes 

books from different fields. The same inscription is duplicated beneath in Polish – 

“ROZMAITOSCI”18. 

In the 1930s a prominent researcher, Anna Jędrzejowska, the head of 

the Department of Manuscripts and Old Printed Books in the University Library 

from 1925, studied this catalogue19. This is also proved by red (incunabula) and blue 

(Polonica) pencil marks in different volumes of Denis’s catalogue. In addition, at the 

beginning of every volume, the number of incunabula and Polonica are indicated. 

In general, more than 15000 books were written to the handwritten catalogue 

of the Garelli family which was kept at Theresian Academy in Vienna at that time. 

It contradicts with the common number of 11000 books that reached Lviv 

University. Apparently, between 1741 (death of Johann Baptist Hannibal Garelli) 

and 1784 (the order of the Emperor to move the library to Lviv), it was enriched 

by new books as was bequeathed in the last will of Johann Baptist Hannibal Garelli. 

The below-mentioned tables include information about the thematic division of 

the Garelli’s book collection and its numerical aspect from all the seven themes in 

accordance with the catalogue of 1774–1778 by Michael Denis. 

 

 

 

 

16 Ibid. 
17 Ibid. 
18 Bibliotheca Garellia Philologica. Studio Mich. Denis eius Biblioth. Praef. Opera Ant. Schneider 

Biblioth. Amanuens. Annis MDCCLXXIV. – LXXVIII, Відділ рукописних, стародрукованих та 

рідкісних книг ім. Ф. П. Максименка Наукової бібліотеки Львівського університету імені Івана 

Франка (hereinafter ВРСРК НБ ЛНУ), Рук. 254 IV, Тom 7, арк. 169. 
19 Наталія Швець, “Єнджейовська Анна Феліція,” у Encyclopedia. Львівський національний 

університет імені Івана Франка (Львів: ЛНУ імені Івана Франка, 2011), 1: 490.  
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Table 1. Bibliotheca Garellia Theologica20 

Subject Subgroup 
Number of 

books 

Additional 

records 

Hierographia Biblia Polyglotta 15 6 

 Linguis Mortuis 53 9 

 Biblia Linguis Vivis 26  

Hermeneutica Crisis Biblica 57  

 Commentarii 135  

 Litteratura Biblica 124 7 

Patristica Bibliothecae Patrum 14  

 Patres Graeci 175  

 Patres Latini 204  

Dogmatica Scholastici 92  

 Cathechetae 29  

Polemica Orthodoxa 293 3 

 Heterodoxa 101  

Casuistica Universalem 154  

 Particularem 160  

Ascetica Christianam (Communis) 106  

 Monastica 50  

Homiletica Praecepta 2  

 Sermones 111 10 

 Promtuaria 1  

Liturgica Occidentalis 114  

 Orientalis 65  

 Falsa 32  

Synodica Collectio Conciliorum 15  

 Decumenica 20  

 Particularia 19  

 Cocniliabula 3  

Total 2170 35 

 

 

20 Bibliotheca Garellia Theologica. Studio Mich. Denis eius Biblioth. Praef. Opera Ant. Schneider 

Biblioth. Amanuens. Annis MDCCLXXIV. – LXXVIII, ВРСРК НБ ЛНУ, Рук. 254 IV, Тom 1, арк. 1–123. 
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Table 2. Bibliotheca Garellia Iuridica21 

Subject Subgroup 
Number of 

books 

Additional 

records 

Jus Philosophicum Ethicam 157  

 Jus Naturale 21  

 Jus Gentium 115  

 Politicam 220  

Jus Civile Jus Antiquum 67  

 Commentarii 92 1 

 Scriptores Practici 27 1 

Jus Criminale Scriptores Theoretici 3  

 Scriptores Practici 7  

Jus Feudale Fontes 2  

 Commentarios 13  

Jus Canonicum Fontes 86  

 Commentarii in Totum 14  

 Commentarii in partem 87  

Jus Publicum Universale 18  

 Particulare 162  

Total 1091 2 

Table 3. Bibliotheca Garellia Philosophica22 

Subject Subgroup 
Number of 

books 

Additional 

records 

Logica Ars Cogitandi 54 1 

 Dialectice 26  

Metaphysica Ontologia 19  

 Cosmologia 25  

 Psychologia 88  

 Theologia Naturalis 64 1 

Physica Experementalis 83  

 Theoretica 168  

 
21 Bibliotheca Garellia Iuridica. Studio Mich. Denis eius Biblioth. Praef. Opera Ant. Schneider Biblioth. 

Amanuens. Annis MDCCLXXIV. – LXXVIII, ВРСРК НБ ЛНУ, Рук. 254 IV, Тom 2, арк. 1–77 зв. 
22 Bibliotheca Garellia Philosophica. Studio Mich. Denis eius Biblioth. Praef. Opera Ant. Schneider 

Biblioth. Amanuens. Annis MDCCLXXIV. – LXXVIII, ВРСРК НБ ЛНУ, Рук. 254 IV, Тom 3, арк. 2–92.  
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Subject Subgroup 
Number of 

books 

Additional 

records 

Historia Naturalis Zoologia 148  

 Botanica 196 2 

 Oryctologia 99  

Oeconomia Agricultura 44  

 Cura Pecorum 17  

 Arte Oeconomiae 59  

 Metallurgia 29  

Chymia Chymia propria 85  

 Allchymiam 103  

Total 1253 4 

Table 4. Bibliotheca Garellia Medica23 

Subject Subgroup 
Number of 

books 

Additional 

records 

Anthropologia Physiologia 235  

 Anatomia 132  

Pathologia Aetiologia 99  

 Nosologia 242  

 Gymptomatologia 89  

 Gemiotica 110  

Hygiene Diaetetica 95  

 Artes Nutritionis 18  

Therapeutica Praxis Medica 264  

 Materia Medica 234  

 Pharmaceutica 116  

 Chirurgia 138  

Загалом 1772  

 

 

 

 

23 Bibliotheca Garellia Medica. Studio Mich. Denis eius Biblioth. Praef. Opera Ant. Schneider Biblioth. 

Amanuens. Annis MDCCLXXIV. – LXXVIII, ВРСРК НБ ЛНУ, Рук. 254 IV, Тom 4, арк. 2–76 зв.  
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Table 5. Bibliotheca Garellia Methematica24 

Subject Subgroup 
Number of 

books 

Additional 

records 

Arithmologia Arithmetica 55  

 Algebram 45  

 Calculum Different. et Integr. 19  

Metrologia Geometria 83  

 Trigonometria 32  

 Sectiones Conicae 23  

Mechanica Statica Solidorum 25  

 Hydrostatica 29  

 Hydraulica 34  

 Mechanica Propria 50  

 Aerometria 26  

Doctrina Visionis Optica 37  

 Catoptrica 28  

 Dioptrica 37  

 Perspectiva 14  

 Artes imitatrices 47  

Doctrina Auditionis Acustica 14  

 Musurgia 19  

 Musica 8 1 

Uranologia Astronomia 123 1 

 Astrologia 28  

 Gnomonica 22  

 Chronologia 122  

 Geographia Mathem. 43  

Hydrologiaa Hydrographia 25 1 

 Nautica 20  

 Architectura Navalus 8  

Architectonica Civilis 39 1 

 Militaris 25  

 Artes Fabriles 31  

Strategetica Tactica 66  

 
24 Bibliotheca Garellia Methematica. Studio Mich. Denis eius Biblioth. Praef. Opera Ant. Schneider 

Biblioth. Amanuens. Annis MDCCLXXIV. – LXXVIII, ВРСРК НБ ЛНУ, Рук. 254 IV, Тom 5, Арк. 2–121.  
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Subject Subgroup 
Number of 

books 

Additional 

records 

 Pyrotechnica 12  

 Ballistica 21  

 Gymnastica 20  

Total 1230 4 

Table 6. Bibliotheca Garellia Historica25 

Subject Subgroup 
Number of 

books 

Additional 

records 

Historia Universalis Propria Dicta 82  

 Chronica 130  

Historia Ecclesiastica Universalis 52  

 Particularis 232  

 Conciliorum 27  

 Ordinum 213  

 Baeresum 59  

Historia Profana Historia Populorum 838 1 

 Historia Urbium 259  

 Eventuum 415  

Biographiam Sacra 305 1 

 Profana 445  

 Picta 89  

 Lexica 14  

Stemmatographia Genealogia 145  

 Geraldica 20 1 

Cosmographia Geographiam 71  

 Chorographiam 189  

 Topographiam 143  

 Stineraria 112  

 Dictionaria 9  

Total 3849 3 

 

 

 

25 Bibliotheca Garellia Historica. Studio Mich. Denis eius Biblioth. Praef. Opera Ant. Schneider Biblioth. 

Amanuens. Annis MDCCLXXIV. – LXXVIII, ВРСРК НБ ЛНУ, Рук. 254 IV, Тom 6, арк. 2–182.  
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Table 7. Bibliotheca Garellia Philologica26 

Subject Subgroup 
Number of 

books 

Additional 

records 

Historia literaria Universalis 30  

 Particularis 119  

 Bibliothecae 100  

 Academica 65  

Bibliographia Typographica 122  

 Dyplomatica 46  

 Bibliothecologia 42  

 Catalogi Libb 101  

Archeologia Mythica 123  

 Ethica 271  

 Numismatica 217  

 Artistica 176  

Critica Aesthetica 44  

 Paedagogica 102  

 Commentarii 180 1 

 Ephemerides 53  

 Polemica 130  

Linguistica Glossologia 91  

 Graphica 42  

 Grammatica 126 1 

 Vocabularia 148  

Poesis Praeceptores 44 1 

 Poetae 832 1 

 Promtuaria 7  

Rhetorica Praeceptores 86  

 Dialogici 45  

 Epistolographi 267  

 Oratores 234 2 

Symbolica Iconologia 72  

 Hieroglyphica 22  

 Emblematica 15  

Epigraphica Inscriptiones 136  

 Adagia 23  

Polymanthia Varia [ROZMAITOSCI] 201  

Total 4312 6 

 
26 Bibliotheca Garellia Philologica. Studio Mich. Denis eius Biblioth. Praef. Opera Ant. Schneider 

Biblioth. Amanuens. Annis MDCCLXXIV. – LXXVIII, ВРСРК НБ ЛНУ, Рук. 254 IV, Тom 7, арк. 2–174 зв.  
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У статті проведено статистичний аналіз книг, внесених до рукописного каталогу 1774–

1778 рр. книгозбірні Пія Ніколауса Ґареллі (1670–1740) та його сина Йоганна Баптиста Ганнібала 

Ґареллі (1720–1741). Каталог уклав хранитель цієї бібліотеки у віденській Терезіанській академії 

Міхаель Деніс. Це останній з відомих каталогів бібліотеки, що створений до передання цієї 

колекції до книгозбірні Львівського університету у 1784 р. Також детально відтворено здійснену 

Міхаелем Денісом систематизацію книг у бібліотеці. 
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