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LAUGHTER CULTURE AS A STRATEGY  
OF LANGUAGE HUMILIATION  

IN SITUATION OF SUBORDINATE BILINGUALISM  

Larysa Masenko  

National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy  
2 Skovorody Str., Kyiv, 04655, Ukraine 

masenko14@gmail.com

Films starring comedians Tarapunka and Shtepsel have been reviewed to identify how 
surzhyk was used with manipulative aim to humiliate the Ukrainian language. The article also focuses 
on application of similar practice of laughter mass culture in popular TV programs in post-Soviet 
Ukraine.  

Key words: bilingualism, surzhyk, Ukrainian-Russian mixed language, manipulative 
technology.  
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