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 ( , face-to-face interaction)  «
-

» [1: 47]. face, , -
 [1: 5; 2: 55], -

: ’  (S. Ting-Toomey, 
. , . ),  (W. Cupach, S. Metts, . ), 

 (R. Craig, K. Tracy, F. Spisak). -

 (J. Holmes, . , . , . , . ).
- -
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– .  « ».  

. .
 ( ) [3],  ( )

,
.

. . , . . -
 (positive and negative face),
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 (face-threatening acts (FTA), -
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 (positive face), , -
,

, , ,
, , ,

.  (negative 
face), , , , , ,

. , ,
,  « » , -

 [4: 232].  
: 1) ’

FTA, ’ ; 2) , -
’ ;

3) , ;
4) ’ ’ . , ,

 (
 (K. Blum-Kulka), 

-  ( . ),  (G. Leech), -
 ( . ), -

 (G. Leech, A. Wierz-
bicka, . X ), ’ -

,
.

’  – 
, .  – 

, .
, -

’ -
. ,

. ’
, -

.
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, .
,

: , , -
, , , , .

.  – 
,  – -

: Fuck you! [5: 20]; You … prick! [5: 64]; You
old floozie! [5: 81]; Cochon!; Canaille! [5: 113]; Coward. Fucking … coward! [5: 153]; 
You’re really a bastard [5: 168] . , -

- , -
, , -

: You are a blank, a cipher… a zero [5:18]; If you existed I’d divorce you [5: 
18]; I can’t even see you… I haven’t been able to see you for years… [5: 18]). 

, , , , -
. FTA , ’

,  – -



... 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

201

 – . , , -
, ,

 ( ) : MARTHA: And you want to know the 
clincher? You want to know what big brave Georgie did? GEORGE: You will not say this!
… MARTHA: The hell I won’t. Keep away from me, you bastard! He caved in is what he 
did. He came home and he threw the book in the fireplace and burned it! [5: 152]. 

-
. , ,

’  – ,
 – , - -

. , , -
, -

FTA , -
.

, , -
, : ;

, , .
- -

, , , , ,
: I am not trying to tear him down. He’s a god, we all 

know that [5: 27]. 
, FTA.

-
, . ,

, ,
: )  ( , ,

, , , , , , ) ) -
 ( , -

,
, , ,

/ ) [3]. 
-  (FTA)  ( )  ( )

. -
 ( )).  

, ’
. ,

, : 1) 
 ( , , , , -

, ); 2) ’  ( , ); 3) 
 ( , , -

, , , ) [6: 77]. 
 FTA 

 (  « »)  (  « ») .

,
 [6: 81], 

, , , ,
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 ( , , , , ,
) –  « -

» [7: 103] – FTA, ,
.

’ ,
, ,

.
, . FTA, , -

, -
’ . ,

 60-70% .
( )  ( ), , -

, ,
. , ’ ,

.
, -

, , : I said 
make me a drink [5: 8]; Get to that door, you! [5: 19]; Cut it out, George! [5: 143]; Keep
away from me, you bastard! [5: 152]. , ,

’ , -
: GEORGE: I’LL KILL YOU! (Grabs her by the throat. They struggle) [5: 152]; I’ve

got to find some way to really get at you [5: 173]; MARTHA: I’LL SHOW WHO’S SICK! 
I’LL SHOW YOU! [5:171]; Well, I’m going to finish you … before I’m through with you 
… [5: 172].  2- Walpurgisnacht

, , ,
 ( FTA): GEORGE:

You try it and I’ll beat you at your own game. MARTHA: Is that a threat, George? Hunh?
GEORGE: That’s a threat, Martha. MARTHA (fake-spits at him): You’re going to get it, 
baby. GEORGE: Be careful, Martha … I’ll rip you to pieces. MARTHA: You aren’t man 
enough … You haven’t got the guts. GEORGE: Total war? MARTHA: Total [5: 174–175].

,
,  [6: 77]: 1) , ,

 (bald on-record,
); 2) 

’  – 
 ( , , :

negative positive politeness )  3) 
, , , , -
,  (off-record /indirect).  

-
 1-  3- , -

. , -
 « »  ( , ,

, , ,
« » )  ( -

, , ’ , -
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). ,
-

’ , Exorcism  « »
, , . ,

 2-
, , , .

 1- , , ,
-

:  (Stop the car!), -
,  (Take a seat), 

(Let me have a look)  (Pass me the screwdriver!)
[6: 77]. 

, ,
. ,

 « » ,
. -

, , -
,

 ( ) .
, , ,

, -
. , , ,

 ( ), 
- , , , -

, , .
,

.
, - -

, « », .
-

: MARTHA: What the hell do you mean screaming up the stairs at me like that? 
GEORGE: We got lonely, darling… we got lonely for the soft purr of your little voice [5: 51]; 
You bring out the best in me, baby [5: 168]; Why, baby, I did it all for you. I thought you’d 
like it, sweetheart … it’s sort of to your taste … blood, carnage and all [5: 169].  

,
, , -

, -
: Whatever love wants; …here you are, angel [5: 25]; There you are, my pet  [5: 50]. 

 « » , ’ , , -
, : … and make 

your little mommy a great big dwink [5: 51]; MARTHA: I know better. I been to college 
like everybody else. GEORGE: Martha been to college. Martha been to a convent when she 
were a little twig of a thing too [5: 80]. ,

/  ( ): You have a poetic nature, George …a 
Dylan Thomas-y quality that gets me right where I live [5: 25];  ( ):

 « », 
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, ,
, : Portrait of a man drowning [5: 155].  
, , . -

, ,
. , -

, . , -
,

Get the Guests
. ,

ego, FTA
: You are right at the meat of things, baby [5: 69] ( ,

meat , , , , -
. , ,

); Hell, you can take over the History Department 
just as easy from there as anywhere else ( ,

, , , ) [5: 70]; NICK 
(To George): That’s right. I am going to be the wave of the future. MARTHA: You bet you 
are, baby [5: 74]; MARTHA (Salaciously – to Nick): So everyone’s going to look like you, 
eh? NICK: Oh, sure. I’m going to be a personal fucking machine! MARTHA: Isn’t that 
nice [5: 75]. 

FTA.
, ,

, , .
,

. ’ , ,
. , ,

’ / , : 1) FTA -
FTA; 2) FTA 

, ; 3) -
; 4) , -

’ .
.

-
. ,

 [6: 80], ,

 (  [7: 173]):  – 
 « » [6: 80]. 

, , , -
, .

. . , -
,

 [3: 101]. 
-

’  [7: 173]. , ,

, ’ , . -
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 ( ) . , , , ’
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, , -
, , ’  « »,

. ,
, -

.
,

,  ( ),
« » (involvement strategies, . . -

) [8: 50], .
, ,  « »

, -
, (bald on-re-

cord) .
, , -

’ , ,
 (- )  (- ). 

,
, , .

,  (H. Giles), 
’ ,

 [9]. ,
,

,  [9]. -
 (- )

,
, .

’
, , , . -

, , , We couldn’t,
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POLITENESS CATEGORY AS A MEANS  
OF DISCLOSING FACE-TO-FACE INTERACTION  

(based on Edward Albee’s drama «Who’s afraid of Virginia Woolf?») 

Uliana Potiatynyk  

Ivan Franko National University of Lviv  
1, Universytetska Str., Lviv, 79000, Ukraine 

ulianapo@gmail.com

The article explores the problem of face-to-face interaction between central characters of 
Edward Albee’s drama «Who Is Afraid of Virginia Woolf» from the standpoint of linguistic polite-
ness theory developed by Penelope Brown and Stephen Levinson. Describing positive and negative 
speech acts as well as strategies of managing face-threatening acts the author explains the relations at 
‘personal distance’ and defines their status and potential.  

Key words: politeness category, «social face», face-threatening acts, positive/negative polite-
ness, direct (bald on-record) strategies, indirect strategies.  
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