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UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE POLICY OF THE YEARS 1991–2009 :  
A VIEW FROM OUTSIDE  

Juliane Besters-Dilger 

Albert Ludwigs University of Freiburg 
Freiburg, Germany 

juliane.besters-dilger@slavistic.uni_freiburg.de 

The article explores the Ukrainian language as a nation shaping factor. It explains the 
conditions for realizations of the following concepts of Leonid Kravchuk: «Nation is based on 
language» and «No language – no nation». The ideas of Leonid Kuchma and aspects of Ukrainization 
policy of Viktor Yushchenko are discussed. The author considers that «Nation shaping with the aid of 
the Ukrainian language» is not topical for modern pro-government politicians in Ukraine.  

Key words: Ukrainian language, Russian language, Ukrainization, Russification, Ukrainian 
nation, political power. 
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