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Based on critical discourse analysis conducted on the media reports which cover the articles from
British and US press, the research gives insights into the common Russian propaganda narratives which have
been spread over the last decade on Ukrainian sovereignty and the war unleashed by Russia on the territory
of Ukraine. The linguistic analysis of the conflict rhetoric covers pragmatic and semantic elements with
the implied negative assessment of Russian policy. With Critical Discourse Theory and Analysis, Critical
Metaphor Analysis and Positioning Theory applied, the research classifies the positioning of the main actors
as aggressors or victims and describes the discursive strategies used for countering and dispelling the fake
Russian narratives. The study reveals the causes and implications of the analysed practices, identifies the
linguistic means used for the realisation of the discursive strategies and shows how emotional triggers engage
readers through lexical-semantic means and stylistic figures.
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Introduction. At times when the enemy threatens Ukraine, Russia is spreading
disinformation and propaganda to gain its purposes and to justify its illegal invasion into the
independent state employing confusing, distorting disinformation, and spreading lies. This
article discusses how Russia uses disinformation as a weapon in wartime and analyses the
Western media which are countering and denying the most common Russian propaganda
myths and narratives.

Propaganda can manipulate emotions, shape our attitudes toward certain issues or
persons, restrict access to alternative information leading to a biased world-view, cause
psychological pressure on a person, try to convince them of certain beliefs or force them to
make certain decisions.
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In the recent time, researchers have widely investigated positioning and binary conceptions
of the “Self” and the “Other” in media political discourse (Fina & Schiffrin [7]; Misi¢lli¢ &
Radulovi¢ [10]; Filardo-Llamas & Boyd [6] and others). Based on the latest studies, the article
reveals the discursive strategies aimed at countering Russia’s fake official media narrative
positioning the Self (Russia) and Ukraine to reach their political goals.

Previous Research in the Area. The war in Ukraine has triggered a wide media coverage
of battlefield operations alongside with the Russian powerful aggressive rhetoric campaign
spreading propaganda myths against Ukraine (Nordenstreng et al. [10]; Breeze & Novoa-Jaso
[2]; Zhabotynska & Brynko [22]; Shevchenko [13]).

Drawing on the insights from pragmatics, with language and context being core for
language understanding (Levinson [8], Mey [9], Fairclough [4], Dijk [15-19]) and Positioning
Theory (Davies, Rom [3]), the study investigates the common Russian propaganda narratives
being countered and dispelled in the UK and the US media based on the ideas of structural
forms of discourse related to social practices [4]. According to Fairclough [5], discourses must
be analysed at three levels at the same time: at the text level, as a discursive practice in the
production and interpretation of texts, and social practice (the situational context). The article
examines the process of the meaning creation at the explicit and the implicit levels (Thompson
[14]), classifies the discursive strategies and identifies linguistic tools of de-legitimisation in
Western media that analyse fake Russian official press narratives.

Methodology. The study researches ideologically polarized positioning as a method
of constructing social actors and groups by their relations and reveals implications of the
represented practices according to the “ideological square” (van Dijk [16]) of foregrounding
positive practices of One-self and de-emphasizing positive aspects of the Other: ... The
strategy of polarization — positive In-group description, and negative Out-group description
— thus has the following abstract evaluative structure, which we may call the ‘ideological
square’: 1. Emphasize our good properties/actions. 2. Emphasize their bad properties/
actions. 3. Mitigate our bad properties/actions. 4. Mitigate their good properties/actions.”
(van Dijk [18]). The study distinguishes the discursive strategies of “actor description”,
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“evidentiality”, “generalization”, “hyperbole”, “metaphor”, “self-glorification”, “number
game”, “victimization,” etc.

We also rely on T. van Leeuwen’s typology of (de)legitimization tactics: 1) authorization’;
2) moral evaluation; 3) rationalization; and 4) mythopoesis or legitimation conveyed through
the narratives whose outcomes reward legitimate actions and punish non-legitimate actions
[20, 21].

We investigate the discursive strategies at the linguistic level in political media discourse
covering war, with a special focus on stylistic figures and metaphor (Charteris-Black [1];
Semino [12]; Zinken & Musolff [23]) as a key device (Critical Metaphor Analysis) constructing
the main actors and events.

By applying the CDA to the chosen research material, we identify social practices and
ideologies in the media political discourse and classify the discursive strategies of positioning
with a focus on stylistic figures deployed to realize the discursive strategies.

The corpus for the research has been compiled by the manual search of newspaper articles
from open-access newspapers and magazines published in the United States, Canada and Great
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Britain, including The Financial Times, Reuters, Business Insider, The New York Times, The
Guardian, The Atlantic Council, The Economist, public service broadcasters CCN and BBC
and others. The selection period was from 2021 to the first half of 2024.

Results and Discussion. In the most common Putin propaganda narratives [24], Russia
uses disinformation as a weapon in the war unleashed on the territory of Ukraine, as the
metaphor describes: This is how Russia weaponizes disinformation [26].

One of the statements by Russia claims that Western sanctions are fostering the Russian
economy [24]. The applied discursive strategy of the number game, as “figures speak louder
than words”, with the metonymy (Vladimir Putin’s invasion) presents the proof of the false
facts spread by Russian media and reveals their deceptive methods:

1. Russia’s current-account surplus cratered almost 80% during the first nine months of
2023 from a vear earlier to $41 billion. The country s revenues from energy, a key economic
driver for the oil-rich nation, dropped 41% year-on-vear to just $25 billion in the seven
months through July;

2. Meanwhile, the rouble is another sign of economic weakness. It has dropped 10%
against the US dollar since Viadimir Putin's invasion — and that's despite the Bank of Russia
repeatedly raising interest rates in a bid to prop up the currency [28].

The hyperbola “record” demonstrates the obviously false information presented by
Russians, explaining the true reasons: Lastly, war itself is having an impact. Russia is now
facing record worker shortages because so much of its population have either been called
up to fight or chosen to emigrate, according to data published in April [28].

Stating that it does not intend to impose anything by force [24], the Kremlin contradicts all
the facts and evidence presented by the Western media. The following example demonstrates
how the applied strategy of the positive Self and negative Other presentation enables them
to counter Russian myths presenting the evidentiality strategy regarding the world-famous
media organization and the strategy of victimization giving the proof from witnesses:

1. Ukrainians are being denied healthcare and free movement unless they take up Russian
citizenship, evidence suggests. The European Broadcasting Union (EBU), an alliance of public
service media including the BBC, interviewed refugees for the investigation. They spoke of
relentless pro-Russian propaganda in the occupied lands,

2. One refugee from the occupied territories, Larysa, told the EBUS Investigative
Journalism Network that one of her friends was not provided with insulin for her diabetes —
a key part of treatment — until she applied for a Russian passport [32].

Another Russian propaganda narrative claims that the Kremlin wants to protect children
in regions it illegally occupies [24]. The article from Reuters shows how the discursive
strategies of personalisation and victimisation are verbalised in the following example:

KHERSON, Ukraine, March 3 (Reuters) — The moment her grand-daughter was born,
Olha Lukina, 65, rushed to a registry office. It was one of the last still providing Ukrainian
citizenship for newborns in the southern city of Kherson which was then under Russian
occupation. Baby Kateryna became Ukraine s newest citizen that day in May, born into one of
the country’s darkest times. Later in the occupation, Russia required all newborns to receive
Russian citizenship, said Leonid Remyga, chief doctor at Kherson City Clinical Hospital,
the city’s only working hospital [30].




136 LARYSA PAVLICHENKO, LILIIA BILAS
ISSN 0320-2372. IHO3EMHA ®IJIOJIOI'LA. 2024. Bunyck 137

G

The strategies of ridicule (“saving”), labelling (“war crime”, “stolen children”,
“criminal”, “kidnapping children”), evidentiality (“the subject of international outrage”,
“Biden said during his address”) are dispelling the Russian myths about the Russian policy
of illegally transporting children from Ukrainian territories:

1. While Kremlin officials argue that they are “saving” the children by removing them
from their homes, international watchdogs have called the forcible removal of Ukrainian
kids — including infants as young as four months old — a war crime.

2. Insider previously reported some children who were taken against their will by Russian
forces ended up being placed for adoption in Russia, where the process has been expedited
to rush the stolen children through the system.

3. The disappearances have become the subject of international outrage, with President
Joe Biden on Thursday declaring alongside Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy that
“what they 've done to your children is just — it’s criminal.”

4. “Russia alone stands in the way of peace. It could end this today,” Biden said during
his address. “Instead, as the threat of famine still stalks families around the globe, Russia
is bombing grain silos in Ukraine and separating families, kidnapping — this is what I can't
get over — kidnapping thousands of Ukrainian children.” [33].

The ridicule strategy about the mentioned Russian “humanitarian actions” on deportation
of children is reinforced by the descriptive adjective with a negative connotation (“an audacious
bid to dismantle its future”):

Ferit Hoxa, Albania’s representative to the UN, called the deportations “an audacious
bid to dismantle its future” of Ukraine, adding that Moscow “has failed to convince the world
that its re-education camps and forced adoptions are, as portrayed, humanitarian actions”
in an August statement [33].

The strategies of evidentiality (1, 3) and number game (3) present the evidence given
by the government and international officials, as well as the data from official reports and
estimates:

1. “In the situations examined, Russian authorities transferred the children to areas
occupied by the Russian Federation in Ukraine, including Donetsk and Luhansk regions,
Crimea, or deported them to regions in the Russian Federation, such as Moscow or Krasnodar,”
a spokesperson for the UN Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine told Insider. ““There, Russian
authorities temporarily accommodated the children in hospitals, social institutions, or camps.”

2. Russia operates at least 43 known facilities dedicated to providing “re-education”,
military training, and pro-Russia academic instruction to Ukrainian children forcibly removed
from their homes, the Yale report indicated.

3. An official estimate from the Ukrainian government puts the total number of forcibly
displaced kids at just under 20,000. Though some 18,000 have been found, per Ukraines
count, more than 500 are counted among the dead, and 1,241 “disappeared” [33].

4. The spread by the Kremlin myth states that they do not intend to impose anything by
force [24].

Example (1) below presents, by applying the strategy of evidentiality, the data from the
famous Research Lab as the proof of the reliability, and “an arrest warrant against Russian
President Vladimir Putin”, while labelling (3—4) and ridicule (5-6) strategies assess the
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policy of Russia as “classical war crimes” and present their declarations as absurd and not
worthy of serious consideration:

1. Russia is forcing Ukrainians in Russian-occupied territories to accept Russian
citizenship by engaging in a systematic push “to make it impossible for residents to survive
in their homes” unless they do so, according to a newly released report from the Yale
Humanitarian Research Lab.

2. The violations detailed in the report “are classic war crimes in the sense that they
are restricting or limiting through this process people’s ability to access critical services
and resources that Russia is required to allow all people to access, such as healthcare, and
humanitarian systems,” Yale Humanitarian Research Lab’s Nathaniel Raymond told CNN
Wednesday.

3. Yale’s Humanitarian Research Lab has done extensive work looking into Russia’s
alleged war crimes, including its program of forced deportation of Ukrainian children — a
crimefor which the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant against Russian
President Viadimir Putin.

4. According to one of the researchers who compiled the report, when residents in these
areas are pressured into accepting Russian citizenship, they are also “strongly encouraged”
to renounce their Ukrainian citizenship, and those with municipal or public jobs are required
to do so.

5. Many of the policies described in the report can be traced to the Russian federal
government, researchers said, with one noting that Putin “is clearly deeply involved in this.”

6. “Russia’s occupation administrations have also made access to a variety of critical
municipal services,” including drivers licenses, vehicle registration and even access to the
electrical grid, “impossible without Russian citizenship.”

The phraseological unit “to erase Ukrainian national identity and Ukrainian sovereign
state existence” suggests the resemblance and similarity for the war and visualises the image
to enhance the information and invoke emotions and feelings of readers making implicit
comparison:

7. “The second part here is that this is a unique and specific dynamic of the broader
campaign by Russia to erase Ukrainian national identity and Ukrainian sovereign state
existence,” he said [29].

Addressing the statement made by Putin to the BRICS Summit in South Africa: “Our
actions in Ukraine are dictated by only one thing — to end the war that was unleashed by the
West and its satellites against the people who live in the Donbas” [24], The New York Times
labels his declaration with an idiom “up-is-down narrative:

1. This is the culmination of Mr. Putin's up-is-down narrative portraying Ukraine, the
country that his forces have repeatedly carved up through occupations and annexations, as
a terrifying threat to Russia.

Russia leader’s words about “demilitarization” and “denazification” are ridiculed,
labelled “false claim”, “superficial claim of humanitarian intervention” and criticized
revealing Moscow’s true plans:

2. This may be the most important line of Mr. Putin's speech, as a seeming statement
of war aims far beyond his superficial claim of humanitarian intervention. His reference to
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“demilitarize” is being widely read as a threat to subjugate the Ukrainian state as a whole,
neutering its ability to defend itself and therefore its sovereign autonomy. Russian forces have
already struck at Ukrainian military installations across the country.

3. And Mr. Putin's use of “denazify,” in context with his false claim that Ukraine's
democratic government is a neo-Nazi dictatorship, is seen as a threat to topple that government
outright. Western intelligence agencies have warned for weeks that Moscow may be plotting
to install a pliant dictatorship in Kyiv [27].

During a May 23 televised discussion, President Vladimir Putin claimed that Ukraine’s
alleged absence from a 17" century map of Europe is evidence that Ukraine has no historical
legitimacy as a country [24]. The following examples ridicule the insincere claims by the
Russia leader, labelling his work “a controversial new essay” (1) with “imperial echoes
and thinly veiled threats” (2), “the Russian president’s masterpiece”, “the latest example
of gaslighting” (3, 4) calling him “a revanchist ruler, prepared to construct false historical
narratives to justify his imperial dreams”, labelling with irony an “amateur historian” giving
“amasterclass in disinformation” (2) and asking Zelenskyy to “give Putin a history lesson” (3).
These characteristics are so extreme and exaggerated that seem even comical (“grotesquely
disingenuous”) (4). The applied discursive strategy of evidentiality presents opinions by the
officials to instil in the readers their mental models:

1. Russian President Vladimir Putin has outlined the historical basis for his claims
against Ukraine in a controversial new essay that has been likened in some quarters
to a declaration of war. The 5,000-word article, entitled “On the Historical Unity of
Russians and Ukrainians,” was published on 12 July and features many talking points
favoured by Putin throughout the past seven years of undeclared war between Russia
and Ukraine.

2. Others identified numerous imperial echoes and thinly veiled threats in Putin s attempt
to play amateur historian. Stockholm Free World Forum senior fellow Anders Eslundbranded
the article “a masterclass in disinformation” and “one step short of a declaration of war.”

3. Melinda Haring, Deputy Director, Eurasia Center, Atlantic Council:Putin’s delusional
and dangerous article reveals what we already knew: Moscow cannot countenance letting
Ukraine go. The Russian president s masterpiece alone should inspire the West to redouble
its efforts to bolster’s Kyiv ability to choose its own future, and Zelenskyy should respond
immediately and give Putin a history lesson.

4. Brian Whitmore, Non-resident Senior Fellow, Atlantic Council: Vladimir Putin’s
inaccurate and distorted claims are neither new nor surprising. They are just the latest
example of gaslighting by the Kremlin leader. ... Putin's claim that the “true sovereignty
of Ukraine is possible only in partnership with Russia” is grotesquely disingenuous. For
Ukraine, partnership with Russia has mainly meant subjugation by Russia. Putin'’s claim that
Russia and Ukraine share “spiritual, human, and civilizational ties formed for centuries”
disregards and downplays Ukraine s historical connection to Europe, independent of Russia,
as part of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The
Russian leader s essay reveals more about him than it does about Ukraine. It shows him to
be a revanchist ruler who is prepared to construct false historical narratives to justifv his

imperial dreams [25].
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Russia claims that it has achieved its lowest ever unemployment rate, saying that this is
the result of a strong economy [24]. In the following examples, the proof of the false myths is
presented by figures from government officials (a number game and evidentiality discursive
strategies) emphasised by the metaphor “dwarf the Ukrainian figures”, phraseological unit
“it is moving into the past” and the amplifier “as many as 120,000 deaths and 170,000 to
180,000 injured”:

1. Over the past decade, GDP in advanced economies has grown by 22%. across the
world as a whole it has risen by 41% (both adjusting for price changes). Should projections
of a 15% contraction be right, by the end of the year Russia’s economy will be 7% smaller
than in 2012. Russia has not just lost a decade of growth — be it in economics, health or
happiness. It is moving into the past.

2. Russia s military casuallties, the officials said, are approaching 300,000. The number
includes as many as 120,000 deaths and 170,000 to 180,000 injured troops. The Russian
numbers dwarfthe Ukrainian figures, which the officials put at close 70,000 killed and 100,000
to 120,000 wounded. Russians are fewer, poorer and more miserable than a decade ago [31].

Conclusions. The research reveals the negative attitude and countering by the British
and American media of the most common Russian fake narratives which are spread both
locally and worldwide. The study shows an opposite depiction of both countries, which is a
typical strategy of a positive Self and a negative Other presentation to demonstrate the polarity
between Russia and Ukraine. The practice of positive Self and negative Other presentation
depicted negative facts about Russia, which are contrasted by positive features of the Self,
Ukraine, where Ukraine is presented as a victim.

The analysis demonstrates negative framing of fake Russian propaganda claims that
have been dispelled by Western media applying such discursive strategies as evidentiality,
victimization, number game, personalisation, ridicule, irony and labelling that are realized
by different linguistic means, including metaphor, metonymy, irony, idioms, phraseological
units, etc.

The results of the analysis of the body texts reveal that Russia and its leader are prescribed
destructive semantic roles that contribute to the negative semantic field associated with
Russia’s responsibility. Russia and its president are presented by the choice of lexis, as the
actor of a verb with negative connotation and noun phrase constructions, such as “weaponizes
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disinformation”, “criminal”, “a revanchist ruler” and their activities are “inaccurate and
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distorted claims”, “to construct false historical narratives to justify his imperial dreams”, “a
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masterclass in disinformation”, “kidnapping”, “gaslighting”, “classic war crimes”, “imperial
echoes and thinly veiled threats” aimed “to erase Ukrainian national identity and Ukrainian
sovereign state existence”.

The overlexicalization in the articles involves semantically related terms that are repeated

LRI

within the articles on the topic (“crime”, “criminal”, “kidnapping”), the semantic field for
Russia being “law infringement”.
Numerous negative connotation descriptive adjectives, nouns and idioms (“country’s
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darkest times”, “relentless pro-Russian propaganda”, “an audacious bid to dismantle its
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future”, “a unique and specific dynamic of the broader campaign by Russia”, “superficial claim
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of humanitarian intervention”, “imperial echoes and thinly veiled threats™), ironical quotations
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(“a controversial new essay”, “up-is-down narrative”, “facilities dedicated to providing “re-
education”, “attempt to play amateur historian”, “a masterclass in disinformation”), other
categorical assertions, lack of mitigators and hedges appeal to emotions are based on the facts
provided by authoritative experts and present the assessments as indisputable facts although
still allowing the readers’ interpretations of Russia and Putin’s policy.

The research, being conducted on printed US and British media editions, reveals limited
results based on qualitative analysis. The prospective future study could be the investigation

of social media based on qualitative and quantitative analyses.
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Ha ocHOBI 3acTOCYBaHHS KPUTHYHOTO JUCKYpPC-aHANi3y, IPOBEACHOrO Ha MaTepiajlaX JpyKOBaHOI
OpUTaHCHKOT Ta aMEPHUKAHCHKOI IMPECH, JTOCIIIKEHHS PO3KPHBAE IOIIHMPEHI BIPOJOBXK OCTAHHHOTO
JECATHIITTS HAPaTHBHU POCIHCHKOT poIaraHay I0/I0 CYBEPEHITETY JIep)KaBH Ta BilfHH, pO3B’s3aHOI poci-
€10 Ha TepuTopii Ykpainu. Kopiyc marepiany st nociiukeHHs c(QOpMOBaHO NIISIXOM PYYHOTO HOIIYKY 3
raser i KypHaJIiB y BiIkpuToMy nocTymi, omyonikoBanux y CLIA, Kanani Ta Benukiit Bpuranii, 30kpema
The Financial Times, Reuters, Business Insider, The New York Times, The Guardian, The Atlantic Council,
The Economist, a Takox cycrinbanx MoBHHKIB CCN i BBC Ta iHmmx. Ananizy nigsisraiu myomikauii 3a
nepion 3 2021 poky no nepmoi nonoBuHu 2024 poxy.

JIiHrBicTHYHUN aHAJi3 PUTOPUKK KOHQIIKTY OXOIUIIOE IparMaTUydHi Ta CEMaHTHUYHI €IEMEHTH 3
IMIUTIIUTHOK HETaTUBHOIO OLIHKOK POCIHCHKOT MOJITHKH. 32 JOMOMOTOK KPUTHYHOI TEOpii Ta aHaizy
IICKYPCY, KPUTHYHOTO aHaii3y MeTadop i Teopii MO3HIIOHYBaHHS, AOCIHiIKEHHS KIacH(]iKye TOTOBHIX
AKTOPIB AK arpecopiB abo KepTB Ta OMUCY€E TUCKYPCHBHI CTPATErii, 110 BUKOPUCTOBYIOTHCS ISl MPOTHIIT
Ta BUKPHUTTA (QEHKOBUX POCIHCHKUX HAPATHBIB. Y CTATTi PO3KPUTO MPUYMHHU Ta HACIIIKU IPOaHATi30BaHHUX
NpPaKTHK, BU3HAYEHO MOBHI 3aCO0M, III0 BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTBCS JJISI peati3alii JUCKypCHBHUX CTpaTeriH, i
PO3IIISTHYTO, SIK €MOIIHHI TPUTepH BHKJIMKAIOTH IHTEPEC YUTAdiB 3a JOIIOMOTOIO JIEKCHKO-CEMaHTHYHUX
3aco0iB i crimicTHaHEX (iryp. Pesynsrary aHamizy TEKCTIB CBiTIaTh PO Te, IO pocii Ta 11 JTiepy nponucaxi
JIECTPYKTUBHI CEMaHTHUYHI PO, SIKi CIIPUSIOTH ()OPMYBAHHIO HETAaTHBHOTO CEMAaHTHYHOTO TOJIS, TI0B I3aHOTO
3 BiINOBIAANBHICTIO POCIi 32 MPOTUIIPaBHI BOEHHI Iii B YKpaiHi. AHaIIi3 JEMOHCTPY€E HEraTuBHE 0OpaMIICHHS
(elKkoBUX TBEpIKSHb POCIHCHKOI Mpoaranay, sike Oyino po3BiHuaHe 3axigHumu 3MI 3a 10moMOoror Takux
JUCKYPCUBHHX CTpATETiii, K JOKa30BICTh, BIKTUMI3allis, Tpa B YKCIa, EPCOHAI3AIlisA, BHCMIFOBaHHS,
IpOHIs Ta HABINIYBaHHS SIPIMKIB. 3a3HaUeHI CTpaTeTil peali3yloThCs pi3HUMH MOBHIMH 3aco0aMu, 30KpemMa
MeTaoporo, METOHIMIEI0, IpOHIi€0, iioMamH, (pa3zeosorisMaMu Ta iH.

[IpoBenene aBTopaMu CTATTi TOCIIIKEHHS, IO IPYHTYETHCS Ha AKICHOMY aHalli3i IpYKOBaHUX BHIAHb
CLUIA Ta BenukoOpurasii, 1ae o0MexeHi pe3yasTati. [lepcneKTHBHIM HapsIMKOM TSl IOAAJIBLINX HAYKO-
BUX IOIIYKiB MOXKE CTaTH OIPALOBAHHS MaTepialliB COL[iaJIbHUX MEPEk Ha OCHOBI 3aCTOCYBaHHS SIKICHOTO
Ta KUTbKICHOTO aHaJTi3y.
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