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The sources for researches of earliest appearance of pre-historic 

population on the territory of present Lviv region belonged to the period of 
Upper Paleolithic. Research of the sites of this period on examined territory 
began in the first half of XX century. In 1913 T. Wiśniewski discovered and 
researched site of pre-historic people in Glynyany on the territory of brickwork 
factory in Dibrova Place [Wiśniewski, 1914]. However, the beginning of 
World War I interrupted work of the scientist. Archaeological researches were 
restored for a short period in 1918, but the beginning of Ukrainian-Polish war 
ceased them again. Only in 1922 T. Wiśniewski continued explorations of the 
site. 

In short archaeological essay “Zabytki przedhistoryczne Galicyi 
Wschodnej”, which was published in 1918, B. Janusz reports that in 1913 
fossil faunal remains (including two mammoths’ tusks, for teeth and several 
ribs) in Lviv in clay quarry in Stryiska Rogatka Place [Janusz, 1918, s. 169]  
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Fig. 1. Map of localization of Upper Paleolithic sites on the territory of Lviv region: 1 – 

Glynyany; 2 – Lviv, Stryiska Rogatka Place, 3 – Nestanychi, 4 – Pochapy (Dubyna Place), 5 – 

Novosilky (Glynky Place), 6–7 – Lviv; 8 – Zvenyhorod-1 (Velyky Place); 9 – Plugiv; 10 – 

Sukhovolya; 11 – Ilkovychi; 12 – Boyanychi; 13 – Volsvyn-2 (Sorokove Place); 14 – 

Dorogovyzh; 15 – Gai Ditkovetski (Sokolivka Place); 16 – Sukhovolya-2 (Drobylka Place); 

17 – Sukhovolya-3; 18 – Brody (Stari Brody Place); 19 – Brody (Gorby Place); 20 – Brody 

(Zastavky Place); 21 – Cai (Mys Place); 22 –  Dudyn-3 (Zbyv Place); 23 – Dudyn-4; 24 – 

Nakvasha-1 (Beregy Place); 25 – Nakvasha 2; 26 – Nakvasha-3 (Plebaniya Place); 27 –  

Popivtsi-1 (Za Stavom Place); 28 – Popivtsi-2 (Butyn-1); 29 – Popivtsi-4; 30 – Popivtsi-6 (Na 

Nyvkakh Place); 31 – Verbivchyk-1; 32 – Pryima-1; 33 – Zhydachiv-1 (Bazyivka Place); 34 – 

Gostyntseve-4; 35 – Komariv; 36 – Komariv (Bayorovi Duby Place); 37 – Kutkir-14; 38 – 

Rozvadiv-2; 39 – Lukashi (Zagoroddya/Beregy Place); 40 – Lviv 7 (Chortova Skelya Place, 

Romana rock shelter); 41 – Olesko-1 (Pokrova Place); 42 – Andriivka-1; 43 – Lyubelya-1. 

were found. The most likely, those finds belongs to Paleolithic (although their 
belonging to Mesolithic is also possible). In 1922 short archaeological 
excavations were carried out on the place of the finding by researchers from 
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Lviv University. During excavations mammoths’ bones and Upper Paleolithic 
flint tools were collected [Археологічні пам’ятки..., 1981, с. 99–100]. 

Also on the beginning of XX century local historians discovered Upper 
Paleolithic site on the north-eastern outskirts of Nestanychi (presently – 
Radekhiv district). The collection includes Upper Paleolithic flint artifacts 
[Борисковский, 1953, с. 436]. 

In 1920-th Upper Paleolithic site in Dubyna Place between Pochapy and 
Khilchytsi (presently – Zolochiv district) was examined by researchers from 
the Museum of Shevchenko’s Scientific society [Археологічні пам’ятки..., 
1981, с. 100; Черниш, 1954, с. 131]. In 1927 on the outskirts of Novosilky 
(Zolochiv district) in Glynky Place end-scrapper, core, blades and flakes, dated 
back to the Upper Paleolithic were collected [Археологічні пам’ятки..., 1981, 
с. 100]. 

In “Zapysky NTSh” in 1928 Yu. Polianskyi gives information about site 
with a few stone artifacts, located in south-western part of Lviv (presently – 
Frankivskyi district), in Kulparkivska street, 95 [Полянський, 1928, с. 23]. 
Probably this find was mentioned by Ya. Pasternak at the same number of 
“Zapysky NTSh” in 1933 with adding of information about stone end-scrapper 
(№ 18756 according to inventory list of Museum of Shevchenko Scientific 
Society) [Пастернак, 1933, с. 116]. Flint knife-cutter dated back to the period 
of final Paleolithic or Mesolithic was found on the territory of Lviv. In 1929–
1932 it was transferred to the Museum of Shevchenko Scientific Society 
(№ 21819) [Пастернак, 1933, с. 116, № 49; Мацкевий, 2005а, с. 269; 
Мацкевий, Панахид, 2005, с. 49]. In 1930 research workers of the Museum of 
Shevchenko Scientific Society examined Upper Paleolithic sites in Zvenyhorod 
(presently – Pustomyty district) [Черниш, 1954, с. 93]. 

Researches of Paleolithic sites in Lviv region, interrupted by World War 
II, continued in 1950-th. In 1954 geological expedition of Lviv University 
discovered Upper Paleolithic site near Plugiv, Zolochiv district [Археологічні 
пам’ятки..., 1981, с. 99]. 

Group of sites of Upper Paleolithic period was localized by research 
workers of archaeological expedition led by L. Krushelnytska in 1970. Three 
sites were discovered in Sokal district – Sukhovolya [Крушельницкая, 1971, 
с. 244, Свєшніков, 1976, с. 76], Ilkovychi-1 and Boyanychi 
[Крушельницкая, 1971, с. 244]. 

In 1972 R. Grybovych and B. Yaroshynskyi discovered Upper Paleolithic 
site near Volsvyn, Sokal district. It is situated in western outskirts of the village 
Sorokove [Грибович, Ярошинский, 1973, с. 273; Сілаєв, Плєханов, 2012, 
с. 83–85]. 
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On the beginning 1970-th K. Tatarynov in outskirts of Dorogovyzh, 
Mykolaiv district accidentally found remains of bones of mammoth, woolly 
rhinoceros, reindeer. In 1975 L. Matskevyi collected here Upper Paleolithic 
flint artifacts [Артюх, Конопля, Мацкевой, Поцилуйко, 1977, с. 262]. 

In 1979 geological expedition discovered Upper Paleolithic site with 
collection of flint artifacts with patina on the outskirts of Gai Ditkovetski, 
Brody district in Sokolivka Place [Богдан, 1993, с. 8–9; Мацкевий, 1993, 
с. 5]. 

In 1980–1984 two Upper Paleolithic sites on the banks of Sukhovilka 
river near Sukhovolya, Brody district (Sukhovolya-2, Sukhovolya-3) was 
discovered and examined by I. Bogdan [Онищук, 1997, с. 33–46; 2008, 
с. 172–194; Список пам’яток…, 1983, с. 33]. 

In 1982 in Brody, on the territory adjoined to Stari Brody (Zastavky and 
Gorby Places), expedition of Ukrainian society of protection of sites of history 
and culture and of the Institute of social sciences of Academy of sciences o 
Ukrainian SSR led by V. Terskyi carried out archaeological researches. As a 
result of this excavations several sites from different periods, situated along 
both banks of Sukhovilka river were examined [Онищук, 1997, с. 33–46], 
including multilayered settlement with final Paleolithic cultural horizons 
[Онищук, 2008, с. 172–194; Список пам’яток…, 1983, с. 11]. 

In 1983 researches of the sites of Early Stone Age in Brody district were 
carried out by archaeological expedition led by L. Matskevyi. He examined 
repeatedly five sites from the period of the end of Upper Paleolithic – 
Mesolithic on Sukhovilka river, in the area of north-eastern outskirts of Brody 
(Zastavky, Ostriv and Gorby Places) and also in Gai (Mys Place) and Popivtsi 
(Butyn Place) [Мацкевой, 1985, с. 315–317]. Multilayered site in Zastavky 
Place was researched by Ya. Onyschuk in 1995 [Онищук, 1997, с. 33–46]. 

Several Upper Paleolithic sites were discovered during archaeological 
surveys in 1980-th by Ya. Onyschuk. Among them such sites as Dudyn-3 
[Онищук, 1993, с. 23], Dudyn-4 [Конопля, Онищук, 2008, с. 103–126; 
Онищук, 1993, с. 23; 2008, с. 172–194], Nakvasha-2 [Онищук, 1993, с. 21; 
2008, с. 172–194], Nakvasha-3 [Онищук, 2008, с. 172–194]. In 1985 Upper 
Paleolithic site Dudyn-3 was researched by archaeological expedition of the 
Institute of social sciences of Academy of sciences of Ukrainian SSR led by 
R. Grybovych [Грибович, 1987, с. 322; Онищук, 1993, с. 23; 2008, с. 172–
194]. Three another sites of Early Stone Age were located and researched near 
Popivtsi, Brody district by Ya. Onyschuk: Popivtsi-1 (Za Stavom Place) 
[Онищук, 1993, с. 21; 2008, с. 172–194; Список пам’яток…, 1983, с. 31], 
Popivtsi-4 (Na Glynyankah, or Na Nyvkah Place) [Онищук, 2008, с. 172–
194], Popivtsi (Butyn-1) [Богдан, 1993, с. 8–9]. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Olena KRASHANOVYCH, Ruslan KOROPETSKYI 

122              ISSN 2078–6093. Археологічні дослідження Львівського університету. 2017. Випуск 21 

Expedition of Scientific-researching center “Rescuing archaeological 
service” of NAS of Ukraine (further – SRC “RAS” of NASU) led by 
M. Phylypchuk in 1996 carried out researches of multilayered site (discovered 
by Ya. Onyschuk in 1980–1990-th) in Lukashi, Brody district. During them 
artifacts from the Final Paleolithic period were collected [Войнаровський, 
Конопля, Филипчук, 2005, 112 с.; Онищук, 1993, с. 22; 2008, с. 172–194; 
Филипчук, Войнаровський, 1997, с. 17–20]. 

Two-layered Upper Paleolithic and Mesolithic site, situated on distance 
of 1 km to the north-east from Zhydachiv was discovered in 1986 by 
L. Matskevyi. The site is situated in Bazyivka Place on the forth terrace of right 
bank of Stryi river [Бандрівський та ін., 1991, с. 16–17]. Collection of finds 
includes more than 1 thousand of stone artifacts. At this collection “knives of 
Gravettian type with the edge blunted by retouch” are prevailed. In 2009 this 
territory was repeatedly examined by M. Phylypchuk [Филипчук, 2009, с. 2–
6]. 

In 1990 Mostyska archaeological expedition of the Institute of social 
sciences of Academy of sciences of Ukrainian SSR, led by V. Ivanovskyi, 
discovered the site of Early Stone Age – Gostyntseve-4, situated on the north-
eastern outskirts of the village Gostyntseve [Івановський, 1991; Саган, 1994, 
с. 9–10]. 

During 1990-th and on the beginning of XXI century Lviv regional 
expedition of Ivan Krypiakevych Institute of Ukrainian studies of NAS of 
Ukraine (further – IUS of NASU) continued long-term researches, began in 
1987 in cave complex Pryima-1, near Pryima, Mykolaiv district [Мацкевий, 
1996, с. 43–47]. In 1994 scientific workers of the expedition discovered two-
layered site of the Upper Paleolithic and Mesolithic periods Rozvadiv-2, 
situated on the eastern outskirts of Rozvadiv, Mykolaiv district [Мацкевий, 
Гнатюк, Панахид, 2011, с. 20]. The same expedition in 1994–2006 researched 
multilayered site of the periods of Upper Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Early Iron 
Age and Middle Ages of Lviv-7 (Chortova Skelya Place, Romana rock shelter) 
[Мацкевий, 1994, с. 8–10; 1996, s. 315–318; 1997а, с. 22–23; 2001, с. 108–
124; 2004а, с. 3–18; 2005б, с. 90–135; 2008, с. 17; Мацкевий, Гуменюк, 
1995, с. 121–132; Мацкевий, Гудима, Матвіїв, 2001, с. 146–148; 
Matskewyj, 1995, c. 61, 82; 1995a, p. 690–691]. In three cultural layers which 
were dated back to “Upper Paleolithic of Aurignacian type” almost 20 
thousands of bone remains of fossil animals and about 200 artifacts made of 
stone and bone were collected. Also, for this site series of radiocarbon dates in 
the range from 27200+170 to 11800+90 BP was obtained [Мацкевий, 2008, 
с. 17]. 
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In 1990-th on the southern outskirts of Komariv, Sokal district in 
Bayorovi Duby Place, multilayered site with Upper Paleolithic cultural horizon 
was discovered by local historian and ethnographer P. Bugay. Late it was 
examined by scientists from the IUS of NASU [Бугай, 2009, с. 8]. In 2010–
2011 territory of the village and adjacent lands was researched by joint 
expedition of SRC “RAS” of NASU and Local historical museum in Vynnyky. 
On the vegetable gardens near cemetery multilayered site with Upper 
Paleolithic materials was found [Білас, Сілаєв, Бугай, Конопля, 2012, с. 10]. 

During last decades several Upper Paleolithic sites were localized in 
Busk district. In 2004–2007 scientific workers of SRC “RAS” of NASU in the 
area of construction of highway bypassing of Olesko, Busk district examined 
multilayered site Olesko-1. Upper Paleolithic artifacts made of flint and Late 
Medieval ceramic ware were found there [Лисенко, 2011, с. 47–49]. In 2009 
scientists of the Institute of archaeology of Ivan Franko Lviv National 
University carried out archaeological surveys of the territory of Busk district 
and localized Upper Paleolithic site Andriivka-1 [Стеблій, 2009, c. 2]. Also 
information exists about Upper Paleolithic site Kutkir-14, situated 0,3 km 
south-west from Kutkir, Busk district1. Three other sites of Early Stone Age 
were localized by researchers of SRC “RAS” of NASU in 2011–2012 on the 
territory of town of Busk [Довгань, Конопля, Стеблій, 2012, с. 62–66; 
Сілаєв, Довгань, Конопля, 2012, с. 67–73]. 

Expedition of SRC “RAS” of NASU in October – November 2010 
carried out archaeological surveys of the territory of Zhovkva district. On the 
one of discovered sites (Lyubelya-1) materials of Final Paleolithic period 
(Swiderian culture) were found [Осаульчук, Сілаєв, 2010, с. 21–24]. In 2011 
this expedition researched Mostyska district and discovered on the southern 
outskirts of Malniv village multilayered site with Upper Paleolithic cultural 
horizon – Malniv-2 [Осаульчук, Сілаєв, 2012, с.84–85]. 

So, now more than forty Paleolithic sites are known on the territory of 
Lviv region. They cant be included into three territorial groups: 1 – basin of 
Dnister river; 2 – headwaters of Zakhidnyi Bug, Goryn and Styr rivers with 
concentration of sites along Ikwa river; 3 – middle of the flow of Zakhidnyi 
Bug river (fig. 1). Most of the sites are concentrated in second center. It can be 
caused, together with favorable environment, by presence of easy accessible 
sources of high-quality flint – Volhynian one from the region of Gologory-
Kremenets upland. 

                                                             

1 Information from V. Konoplia. 
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Discovery of the most of the sites of Early Stone Age took place in the 
last quarter of XX century (fig. 2). Scientific activity of the Department of 
archaeology of Institute of social sciences of Academy of sciences of 
Ukrainian SSR (now Ivan Krypiakevych Institute of Ukrainian studies of NAS 
of Ukraine), which in this period was led by famous archaeologist O. Chernysh 
can be considered as one of the causes of such intensification of researching of 
Paleolithic sites. 

Fig. 2. Diagram of discovered and researched Upper Paleolithic sites on the territory of Lviv 

region in chronological sequence. 

 
It must be emphasized that many of Paleolithic sites mentioned above are 

just locations with separate finds, researched only by surface examinations and 
discovered during archaeological surveys or rescuing field works. Materials 
from these locations often situated not in situ, cultural layer is disturbed by 
natural and anthropogenic factors, preservation of artifacts is not well (they 
have patina, mechanical damage etc.), so their cultural-chronological 
interpretation is not quite reliable. However, in general, such a large number of 
Paleolithic sites discovered on the territory of Lviv region (in consideration of 
absence of purposeful searching of sites of this period in examined region) can 
be an indication of intensive population of this territory by pre-historic men 
and perspective of further researches of Paleolithic sites. 
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Подано короткий нарис з історії вивчення палеоліту на території 

Львівської області. У хронологічному порядку представлено відкриття та 

дослідження відомих на наш час пам’яток давнього кам’яного віку в регіоні. 

Зроблено спробу визначити територіальні осередки, у яких концентрується 

більшість стоянок. 

Ключові слова: пізній палеоліт, Львівська область, стоянка, первісна 

людина, крем’яні артефакти. 


