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Ivan Franko National University of Lviv is one of the oldest institutions in Eastern Europe
and the oldest university in Ukraine, founded in 1661 — a privilege was signed on January 20,
1661, which gave the Lviv Jesuit College «dignity of Academy and the title of university».
Then there operated only philosophical and theological departments.

In 1784 the University’s activity was restored, four faculties operated — philosophical,
theological, law and medical.

The following prominent figures studied in LvivUniversity: writer Markiyan Shashkev-
ych, philologist and ethnographer, head of the Ukrainian language arts and the University
rector Yakiv Holovatskyi, historian and linguist Ivan Vahylevych. Well-known in the world
are the biologist B. Dybowski, physicist M. Smoluchowski, mathematicians Yu. Puzyna,
S. Banach, M. Zarytskyi, M. Chaikovskyi, V. Levytskyi, geographer S. Rudnytskyi, linguists
and historians Omelian Ohonovskyi, M. Vozniak, O. Kolessa, Ye. Kurylovych, I. Sventsitskyi,
K. Studynskyi, I. Sharanevych, jurists Oleksandr Ohonovskyi, and S. Dnistrianskyi.

Now the Ivan Franko National University of Lviv holds a dominant position and is
among five best universities in Ukraine according to the annual ranking.

Many researchers were interested in the history of studying Oriental languages at Lviv
University. According to the famous Lviv orientalist Ya. Polotniuk (1935-2012), studying the
East and Oriental languages at LvivUniversity began in the early nineteenth century. As far as
Oriental languages were primarily understood in Lviv as languages of the Bible and Muslim
nations, the first center for Oriental studies was the Theological Faculty, where they taught
the old Hebrew, Aramaic and Arabic language to study the Bible and the Quran in original.

By 1939 there already existed a strong Oriental School, represented by semiticist
M. Shorr, who apart from languages taught the course in Old Babylonian Law as compared
to the Jewish and Muslim ones. After the World War I A. Havronskyi came to the university
and started teaching here a number of Old and Modern Indian languages and literatures,
including Sanskrit, he also studied philosophy, history and culture of many peoples of the
East. In the 20-ies the study of oriental disciplines concentrated at the Faculty of Philoso-
phy, biblical history and language were taught at the Theological Faculty by A. Kliavek —a
semiticist and a bible scholar, whose training underwent both Catholic priests, and future
rabbies from a special rabbinical school in Lublin. V. Kotvych, a student of the Faculty of
Oriental Languages at Petersburg University and later an associate member of the Academy
of Sciences of the USSR, taught Persian, Mongol and Manchu, then started teaching a num-
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ber of Turkic and Altai languages and the history of the Mongols, Kalmyks, then launched a
special course «Decline of the Golden Horde (XV century)», «The Great Moguls in India»,
etc. Another graduate of the University of S. Petersburg Z. Smohozhevskyi taught Arabic
language and its dialects, literature, history of the Muslim East, and studied some problems
of the Ibadi doctrine. In 1938 nine departments operated at the Institute of Oriental Studies at
the Faculty of Humanities of the Lviv University, where they taught 36 Oriental languages.

In 1939 the lands of Western Ukraine became a part of the USSR, and soon the events
of the World War II and the occupation suspended the development of Oriental Studies
for a long time. The war caused great damage to the Ukrainian Oriental Studies, over 20
thousand of the unique editions and manuscripts were taken from Lviv, most Orientalist
scholars moved to Europe. Teaching of Oriental languages at the Lviv University officially
stopped. Many Orientalist scholars suffered a tragic fate: Ahatanhel Krymsky died in 1942
in Kostanay prison No. 7; Vasyl Dubravskyi spent 5 years in concentration camps. Omeljan
Pritsak managed to escape, and continued the tradition of Lviv Turkological School in the
world — in Géttingen, Hamburg and Harvard Universities. Omeljan Pritsak was the founder
of the Ahatanhel Krymsky Institute of Oriental Studies of the NAS of Ukraine.

Restoration of Oriental Studies started in the second half of the 50s — indologist and
sinologist M. Knoroz (1911-1984) taught Sanskrit and Chinese at the historical and philological
faculties. He engaged 1. Saidakovska in teaching Sanskrit and Chinese, and Ya. Polotniuk
in teaching the Arabic and the Persian languages. It was Yarema Polotniuk, who initiated
the creation of the department of Oriental Studies in 1997, headed by the world-renowned
historian Yaroslav Dashkevych. The first specialties, where students studied at the department,
were Persian, in 5 years — Arabic and Japanese. O. Losiev taught Chinese as a second Oriental
language to students of specialty «Japanese Language and Literature».

Full-scale teaching of Chinese was restored in 2013. With the assistance of the Embassy of
the People’s Republic of China the teacher of Chinese Liu Shaofei was sent to the University.
He initiated opening of the groups on studying the Chinese language for teachers and students
of the University. Iryna Yaremchuk, the author of this paper, was from this group of teachers
as well. Due to this it was made possible to open the specialty «Chinese Language and
Literature» in 2015. Translation activities are important for the development of Sinology at
the Ivan Franko University of Lviv. In 2015, at the initiative of the Professor A. Pecharskyi
the «Anthology of Ukrainian and Chinese writing: Translation innovation in Lviv “Alma
mater» (devoted to the 65 anniversary of the People’s Republic of China)” was compiled.

The anthology presents original Ukrainian and Chinese literature, including exemplary
works by Ivan Franko, Lesia Ukrainka, Vasyl Stefanyk (translated by the Chinese students
of philological faculty Guo Yuanpeng, Li Mengmeng, Cheng Meng, Wang Xiaoyu, etc.), Qu
Yuan, Du Fu, Li Bai, Wang Wei (translated by Yaroslava Shekera and Leonid Pervomaiskyi).
The flash fiction of the Ukrainian classics was translated into Chinese for the first time due
to the students-Ukrainianist from China, graduates of the Ivan Franko National University
of Lviv.

Despite a long history of teaching Sinology at Lviv University, it is, for sure, only on its
way of establishment, but due to full support and assistance of the Embassy of the People’s
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Republic of Chinain Ukraine, renewal of teaching Chinese will promote the development of
Oriental studies in Lviv University and training of highly qualified specialists.

Keywords: Chinese language, history of teaching Chinese, Ivan Franko National Uni-
versity of Lviv.
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