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VY crarTi po3rIsSAAETHCS CKIAAHUNA NPOLEC B3a€EMOJIIT Ta B3a€MO3aJIeXKHOCTI OCHOBOIIO-
JIO)KHUX CKJIAJIHUKIB COLIlyMYy — €JIITH, MacOBOi KOMYHiKalii Ta Macu. ¥ il Tpiaji, 3a1exHO
BiJ1 0COOJIMBOCTEI YeproBOro eramy CyCIHiJIbHOIO PO3BUTKY, 3MIHIOIOTHCS HE JIMIIE iXHI MICIIs
1 poJii y rpOMaJIChbKO-TIOJIITAYHOMY JKUTTI, & i 3MICTOBHE HATIOBHEHHSI.

[MocuneHHs poiii MacoBOi KOMYHIKaIii aX JI0 CYLiJIbHOT «MeiaTh3anii» npru3BOIUTH JI0
BUHUKHCHHS «MEJiakpaTii», fKa y3aJIe)KHIOE eIiTy Bia Hei. Maca mepeTBOPIOETHCS Yy «MOB-
4a3Hy OLIBIIICTH» — 00’ € IHAHHS KOH(POPMICTCHKHU HAIAIITOBAHHUX JIFOJCH, 10 MAIOTh PealibHY
BJIaJly TOIYJIICTCHKOrO XapakTepy. BinOyBaerbcest mporec B3aeMojiii « HEMOMKIMBOI He3aexk-
HOCTI» MeJ[ia Ta CBiJOMOT0 «KOMYHIKaTHBHOI'O KOHCEHCYCY» 1H/UBIIB.

Knouosi cnosa: enita, maca, Menia, MacoBa KOMYHiKallist, iHQOpMaIliiHUKA TPOCTIp, TII0-
OaJrizarisi, MeaiaTu3alisl.

IMocTanoBKka mpo6.iemMu.

Po3nonist cycminbeTBa Ha J1BI HEPIBHOIIHHI TPYIH — MEHIIIICTH (€J1iTY) Ta OIIBIIICTh
(MacH) — (paKTUIHO iCHY€ BIIPOJOBXK BCHOT'O PO3BUTKY JIOICTBA.

HanexxHicTh 10 mepiroi BU3HAYaJIacs CIIOYaTKy MOXOJDKEHHSM, a Mi3HIIIe — COoIliallb-
HO-MaifHOBUM Ta (PIHAHCOBO-CKOHOMIYHUM cTaTycoM. [HIny ax 10 moyarky XX cTONITTS
MTOB’I3YBaJId BUKJIIOYHO 3 HAHHIDKYUMH IIPOMIapKaMHU CYCIIIITECTBA, 3 JIOMIICHI30BAHUM
HATOBIIOM.

[lepmuM 110 ycTaneHy KOHIEMINio y3sB mif cyMHIB X. Optera-i-I'accet y kHU3I
«IloBcTanus Macy. Hanmani mi iel po3BuBaroTh HiMelbkuid ¢inocod I Mapkyse y mparii
«OmHoBuMipHa ronuHay Ta C. MockoBivi y gociimkenHi «Bik HatoBmyy». Ha ixHI0 m1ym-
Ky, BUPIIIAJIBHY POJIb Y Ipolieci GopMyBaHHS TUXOTOMIT «eiiTa-Macu» Ta TpaHchopmarii
JIBOX KOJIMCh TPOTHJICKHHUX CYCHIJIBHUX T'PYII BiJlirpaja MacoBa KOMyHikallis. BoHa Bu-
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CTyIa€ Ha aBaHCLEHY B)KE K YaCTHHA HOBOI OpraHizallii MOJiITHYHUX BITHOCHH — «Meia-
KpaTii».

3apomKeHHsSI Ta PO3BUTOK |HTEpHET-cepenoBUIa 1€ KapAMHAJBHIIIE 3MIIIyE akK-
ueHTH y tpiaai enitra — 3MK — macu. Exita, o cyTi, BTpadae ¢opMOTBOpUi O3HAKH, J10-
MIHYIOUUM JJIs Hei cTae 3aJIeKHICTh SIK BiJ HOBUX MeJia, Tak i Bij macu. PamukanbHi
TpaHcdopmanii BiIOyBarOThCs 1 B IIapUHI MacoBOi KoMyHikamnii. KoHBepreHuis kaHasis
PO3MOBCIOMKEHH 1HpOpMaIii CIPUYMHSIE YTBOPEHHS MYJIBTHUMEIIHHOrO JaHamadTy.
OnHak, HaOyBalO4YM MpU I[bOMY UM HE HAWBHUINOrO PIiBHS CaMOAOCTATHOCTI («media is
the message» — «3acib cam 1o co0i € MOBIJOMIICHHSIMY, 32 a)OPUCTHUHOIO (HOPMYIOI0
M. MaxkJIrorena'), BOHa 0JJHOUACHO BTpava€ BU3HAYATIBHY pOJib KoMyHikaHTa. [TlepeOyBan-
HS B MEPEKi NEPETBOPIOE 1 KOJIHUCH €IMHY Ta MOHOJIITHY Macy B «aTOMapHE CYCITIIbCTBOY.
ATie, OCKIJIbKH KOXKEH 1HJIMBIJI CTaBUTH 1 mepen enitoro, i nepen 3MK oxni i Ti ) BUMO-
T'U, MOXHA TIOTOJAUTHUCH 3 BUCHOBKOM K. Boxpiiapa, sikuii XxapakTepusye 1ei nepcoHatb-
HO-KOJIEKTUBHHH cTaH, nepedpasyroun adpopusm M. MaxJliorena: «Maca cama 1o co0i €
MoBiToMIIeHHAMY» («mass(age) is the message»)’.

Tox BUBYCHHS MPOOIEMH 1 3 OIJISIAY afanTallii MpoiaeHNX 3aXiJHUM CBITOM peaii,
1 3 OTIAAy HA CBOEPIAHICTH IHTEpHpeTamii Ta CIPHHHATTS LBOTO JOCBITY 3aJIUIIAETHCS
AKTyaJIbHHUM.

MeTa cTaTTi monArae y JOCHIIIKEHH] €BOJIIONIT B3a€MO/IIT MOJIITUYHOT eTITH-MaCOBOT
KOMYHIKamii-MacH Ta MOCTYTOBOT0 3MiICHHS aKIEHTIB y OiK «IIOAMHHU-MACHy, IO MPH-
3BOZINTH A0 3HAYHOI TpaHchopmarii B iHopmamiitHiil chepi, 3HUKHEHHS 3BUYHOI TUXO-
ToMii «eniTapHe-MacoBey. OfHAK pyX Macu A0 OiIbIIoi ABTOHOMHOCTI MOPOAXKY€E KOMYHi-
KaTUBHUH MMapajjoKc, KOJIU MEPEXKEBE CEPEIOBUIIE TIOPOKYE HOBI (POPMHU 3aJICKHOCTI Bij
CTBOPCHOTO HUM CLICHAPHOTO, BIPTYaJIBEHOTO CBITY.

TeoperuyHe MiArPyHTS JOC/TIiIKEHHS

[loBaxxHe MiATPYHTS y BUBYCHHI JOCHIJKYBaHOI mMpoOneMu OyJo 3aKJIageHo IIe B
CepeANHI MUHYJIOTO CTOMITTS. MacOBOKOMYHIKaIiiHI MpoIecH JOCHiIKYIOTh a00 y BCiit
noBHOTI Ta 6ararosznaunocTi (J. MakKseitr®, 0. I'abepmac?, @. Binssamc® , ®. Yeberep®),
a00 po3BUBAIOTH 1Je] aMepuKaHChKOTO ToJiTomora I JlacBenna, sikuid po3risiiaB MacoBy
KOMYHIKAIiI0 BUKIIOYHO SIK PECypcC, MPH3HAYCHUHN ST BUKOPHCTAHHS HOTO y CYCIiNb-
ctBi (Y. P. Paitr’, T. CamniBan®). Hamani BHOKPEMITIOIOTBCS ONMXKYI 10 OOpaHOl TeMu
poboTH, B AKHX MpobIeMa aHaTI3yeThCst y piduini momitnaaux mpouecis (b. MakHeiip’,

McLugan, M.(1967), The Medium is the Message, Bantam, New-York, p.23

Bonpistiip, XK.(2004), Cumynaxpu i cumyasyis ( nep. 3 gp. B. Xoxyna), OcHosu, Kuis, c.81.
Mak-Kgeitn, J1. (2010), Teopis macosoi komynikayii (nep. 3 aurit. O. Boxpna Ta I. Cremikis), Jlitonuc,
JIbBiB, 538 c.

labepmac, 10.(2000), Cmpyxmypni nepemeopenns y cehepi 6iokpumocmi: 00cHiodicents Kameeopii
epomadsncoke cycninbemso (niep. 3 HiM. C. Manenkun), A3-Apr, JIbBiB, 342 c.

Williams, F.(1982), Communication Revolution, New Delhi, London, 264 p.

Webster, F. (1995), Theories of the Information Society, University of Lancaster, London: New York,
398 p.
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209 p.
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I HIrpomaiiep'®) Ta memiaTu3aiii rpoMajicbko-moiiTuanoro xurttsa (B. JI. Benner Tta
P. M. Entman'!, TI. A. Hoppic'?). B ykpaincbkili KOMyHiKaTHBiCTHII 0OpaHa TemMa po3-
rsgangack 374eO0LIBIIOro SIK YacTHHA CTAHOBJICHHS MONITUYHOI KoMyHikawii (poboTu
. Oyuuk', B. Bagpaka', O. I'punienko’, B. Ha6pycka'®, M. Xuraproka'’), Tak i mo niHii
B3aemo/ii MacoBoi komyHikarii i Biagu (FO. @inkiep'™). Io6ixHO Ti mopyIieHo B pobo-
Tax, IPUCBSIUCHUX TeOpii MacoBOI KOMYHIKaIil Ak Takii (A. Mockanenko, JI. I'yGepcpkui,
B. Isanos”, I Tlouenos®). I nume B Mounorpadii B. Pizyna «Macu» 3pobiicHa crpoba
OXapaKTepU3yBaTH OCOOIUBOCTI CTAHOBJICHHS] MAaCH B 3aTaJIBHOTEOPETHUHOMY ACHEKTi Ta
CBOEPITHICTH MaCMEIIHHOTO BIUTUBY Ha Hei?l.

MeTon0J10riYHAa OCHOBA JOC/IiIKEHHS

Y po0OTi BUKOPHUCTAHO MOPIBHSIBHO-ICTOPUUHUH, PETPOCIICKTUBHUI, CHTYaTUBHUI
Ta aHAJIITHYHUH MiJXOAH, AKi YMOKJIMBIJIM BUBUYEHHS MOCTAaBJICHOI MPOOIEMHU 3 ypaxy-
BaHHSIM BCi€i CBOEPITHOCTI JOCTi)KYBAaHOT'O MaTepialy.

Bukiax ocHOBHOTro MaTepiaJry K0CiaKeHHS

3pocTaHHS CUJIH 1 BINIUBY Mefia (aX 10 MEPEeTBOPEHHS CBITY 3aBISKHU TeIcOauCHHIO
y «rimobanbHe TeJeBisiiiHe cenon?’?) CIpHYUHSIE MOTYTHIN MPOIEC MEAiaTH3aIlil CyCIiab-
HOT'0 )KUTTs. ABTOHOMHI 1 He3aJIe)KHI MeJlia 3 JOTIOMIXKHOTO 1HCTPYMEHTApIf0 MePETBOPIO-
IOTHCSl HA CAMOCTIHHOTO TpaBIs y cepi MOTITUKHU. SIK pe3yisTaT, B MEXax CyCHUTIBHHUX
IPOIIECiB BiAOYBAETHCS CTAHOBICHHS «IOJITHYHOTO MApPKETHHTYY, MOSIBA SIKOTO HABITh
YaCTHHA CJIITH BU3HAUMIIA K «CIYCTOIICHHS AeMOKpaTii». CyTTeBi 3MiHH, 3aJIC)KHO BiJ
3aIiKaBJIeHb Mefia, BiAOyBarOThCs 1 BCEpENNHI €JiTH, SKa CTa€ Ha HOBHUI IIJIAX PEKPYTY-
BaHHsI CBOIX MPEICTABHUKIB: JOMIHYIOUUM YHHHHKOM CTA€ TXHsI MEIHHICTB.

He menm xapauHanbHi 3MiHM BigOyBalOThCs 1 B mporieci iHpopmMartiiiHoi B3aeMoii
MeJlia Ta MacH, BILUTMB Ha Ky HaOyBae MPUHIIMIIOBO iHIMUX O3HaK. Maca MOCTIHHO CITiB-
BiTHOCHUTB BJIACHI HAMOLIBII BaXKIIMBI PIIICHHS CTOCOBHO CYCIIJIBHUX IOIN 3 «IOPSIIKOM

1 MItrpomaitep, I.(2008), ITonimuka i mac-media ( nep. 3 HiM. A. Opran), Bugasuuunii aim «Kueso-
MorunsHcbKa akageMis», K., 303 c.
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Kuis, 138 c.

14 Bagpak, B. (2001), «Hogi 3aco6u BrutiBy Ha 3MI Ta nonitHuHUiA npouecy, [lyoriyucmura i norimuxa:
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1 Habpycko, B.(2008), I pomadcvka Oymra 6 coyiokyiomypHomy ma noiimono2iunomy eumipi, I'pamota,
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JICHHUMY», KUl Bxke BU3Hauunu Menia. Ilponec Bubopy y miit cutyauii — 11e ABOpiBHEBA
KoMyHikanis. @opMyBaHHS MEPEKEBOro CYCIIbCTBA MOPOKYE HE3HAHI JI0 I[LOIO MOXK-
JIUBOCTI JA0y4YeHHs iHauBiAa 10 iHopmanii. O4uikyBanoch NOCUICHHS 1HAMBITyani3anmii,
TOOTO BUHUKHEHHS YMOB JJI1 CAMOBU3HAUYEHHS 'POMaisiH. BOHU NPaKTUYHO 3BLIBHSINCD
SIK B1J TUCKY BIaJM (€IIiTH), TaK i BiJ] JUKTATy Mefia, COpUiiMaroun iHpopMalito HiOUTo
panioHaJbHO Ta caMoJOCTaTHbO. OnHak [HTepHET PopMy€eThCS Y COLIaTBHOMY CEPEAOBH-
IIi «CYCHIIbCTBA CIIOKUBAHHA». BIIIUB Mezia B HbOMY — 1€ 3aIyUCHHSI 0 aKTUBHOCTI MO-
TeHuiHNX nokynuiB. 3MK mMycaTe ab0 npuBaOUTH «KPUTUYHY Macy» CIOKHBadiB, abo
3HUKHYTH K HenoTpiOHi. ToOTO MeniakpaTuyHa cucTeMa HUH1 OiJIblle B3aEMOIi€ 3 MacoIo,
sIKa 3aJIMIIAE€THCS «MOBYA3HOI OLNBILIICTION 1 JABHO CTBOPHIIA COIliaIbHI O3HAKH.

L[5 HOBa-cTapa Maca MOUMHAE ICHYBATH 1 ()YHKIIOHYBAaTH BCyNEpeY i 1mo3a JeMOKpa-
TUYHOIO pelpe3eHTali€0, 00 mapagoKCcaabHO MOEAHYE B OOl KEPOBAHICTh Ta KaTacCTpo-
¢iuny 3arpo3y aeperynsnii. BifHUHI BOHa Mae peajbHy BiIaly MOMYNICTCHKOTrO IITUOY.
C. T'omes, P. 3amopa ta C. ['oHCan0 Ha3UBAIOTh CUTYAIli0, IO CKJIaJacs, MOJMITHYHOIO «BHU-
JOBHUIIHICTION, KA c(HhOPMYBaIaCs caMme 3aBISKH TUKUTAN-TEXHOIOT1sIM?,

VYkpaina micnst HaOyTTS HE3aJISKHOCTI BECh 4ac HAMAaraeThes (Xoda JIOBOJI 4acTo
MPOCTO JIEKIIAPYE) TPUETHATHCH JIO IIHOTO 3aralIbHOEBPONECHUCHKOTO 1H(HOPMAaIliHHO-KOMY-
HIKaTUBHOTO MEHHCTPIMY, MPOTE OPTraHiuHO BIUCATHCH B HHOTO 3aBAXKAIOTH CYTTEBI UHH-
HUKH. | iAeThCst He JTHIIe PO TEXHIKO-TeXHOJIOT1UHE BiJICTABAHHS, a i PO KOHCEPBAIIit0
PYAMMEHTIB KOJTHUIIHBOI iMIIepii y TpoMaChKO-TIONMITHYHIN cdepi.

VYKkpaiHChKa eliTa 3HaYHO MOCTYIAEThCA HE JIMIIE iCTEOTIIMMEHTY 3aXiTHOEBPOIICH-
CBKUX, aJl¢ ! OUiIBHUKAM CXiJHO€Bpomneicsknx KpaiH. [Ipote i1 qomro BuzHauanu 6e3mne-
pepBHi TpariuHi Mofii, IKi CynpoBOMAXKYBaJIH KpaiHy: *KOBTHEBUH MEPEBOPOT 1 TPOMaIsH-
ChKa BilfHa, po3cTpinsHe Bigpomxenus 20-x pp., lomogomop, ctaminceknit Tepop 30-x,
[pyra cBitoBa BiiiHa. ToxX y criaJjok HOBOHApOKEHiH ep)kaBi AicTanack HOMEHKIIATYpHA
BEPXiBKa, sIKa MUTTEBO OLIIHMJIA BC1 MepeBaru 3akiIuKy «l'eTh Bix MOCKBU» Ta IEpETBOPH-
JIach Ha HAI{IOHAJ-ICPKABHUKIB. 3aTyUCHHS O HOBOi-CTapoi eNiTH MBUIKO C(HOPMOBAHO-
0 MPOIMIapKy 0i3HECMEHIB CIIPHUSIIO CHMOi03y ABOX MOpaje: cTapoi KOMIapTiiHHOI 1 HOBOI,
KpuMiHami3oBaHoi. Y mii cutyarii i 3MK gyske mIBUIKO MEPEXIIIN CBOIO «XBUINHY Cla-
BN, 00 3aBISKH TOTAJIBHIN MpuBaTH3anii BChoro i Bcs OyTH po3iOpaHUMHU IO OJirapxid-
HUX 00’€¢IHAHHAX. 3pO3yMiNo, BIIJTUB TAaKOi MPECH HAa MACH 3BOJUTHCS 10 CIIJIKYBAaHHS 3
HEI0 MOBOIO iH(piKOBaHNX Mi(hoIOreM Ta 11e0J0TeM, SIKi BUIIPABAOBYIOTh CHILY BJIAIH Ta
HAJAIOTh 1M JIETITUMHOCTI.

Po3ry0iieHa Ta eBHOIO MIpOlO Jie30praHizoBaHa Maca ONMWHUIIACH YM HE B i7CHHO-
My Ta COLIOKYJIBTYPHOMY BaKyyMi, po 10 abCOJIOTHO CHPaBEAINBO MHuIle npodecop
B. lllknsap: «... Brmaga cTpiMko BTpauae HamioHadbHE OOJHWYYS, aKTHBHO BIPOBAIKYE Y
CBiIOMICTH ayauTOpii AKiCh “mocepemHi” CTEpPEOTHNIH MAacOBOi MOBEAIHKH. YCe HAJA€Th-
sl ]I TACIIOM “‘3aTalIbHOJIOJICBKUX IIIHHOCTEH”, X04a iIeHTU(IKaIlis CyCHiIbCTBa MPSMO
MOB’sI3aHa 3 HAsSBHICTIO IeP KaBHOT HAIlIOHANBHOI i71e1, ieosorii. ¥ XX cT. mianoBoto Oyia
KOHIIemnIIi sl 0(iliitHOT HAPOAHOCTI, 3@ YaciB PaJITHCHKOI BJIa i1 — MAPTIHHICTh, & ChOTOHI —
BaKyyM»*,

2 Goémez-Garcia, S., Zamora, R., Berrocal, S.(2023), “New frontiers for political communication in times
of spectacularization”. Media and Communication, Nell, 109-112 p.
2 kasip, B. (2003), Mac-media i guxauxu nogozo cmonimms, I'pamora, Kuis, ¢. 19-25.
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Komm’'torepusanisa nepecidyHuX rpoMajisiH Ta MacH 3arajioM HiOMTO CTBOpHUJA HEOO-
X1JIH1 YMOBH 1Ji1 ()OPMYBaAHHS MOYYTTA TIHOCTI Ta iHIMBiAyadbHOI cBoOOaAHn. OnHak IH-
TEPHET-KOMYHIKaIlisl aKTUBHO CTUMYJIIOE MOAAJIBIITY BiTUYy>KEHICTh iHAMBIIA B1J TpoOIeM
colLiyMy, X04a MapaoKCaIbHO MOEIHYETHCS 3 POPMAIBHOO 3aJI€KHICTIO BiJl HHOTO.

Pazom 3 TuM minctynHa arpecis pd npotu YKpaiHu CIpUYUHUIIA KOJOCAIBHHUH 1M-
MYJIbC SIK JJIsI KOHCOJiAAIii TpoMaisiH HaBKOJIO CBiJIOMO Ta TIIMOO0KO CIIPUHHATOT HEOOX 11~
HOCTI1 3aXHMIIATH 1 HAIlly HE3aJIeKHICTh, 1 HAIIl MIHHOCTI, TaK 1 /U1 TpaHcdopmallii nepe-
CIYHUX 1HJIMBI/IIB B HAIIOHAJILHO 1 MATPIOTUYHO HAJIAMITOBAHUX IPOMAJISH.

Pe3ysbTaT i nepcneKTHBH MOAAJIBIINX A0CJiIAKeHb

IHTepHET-TeXHOIOT1l NPUBHOCATH HOBY-CTapy MOJEIb, [0 OTPUMYE HaA3BY «Kypa-
TOPCHKOro KOHTEeHTY». [locTynHy iHdopManiio B nudpoBoMy BCECBITI OmpalroBaTH He-
MOXJIUBO Ta W HE MOTPIOHO — 3aMiCTh LILOTO AyIUTOPIi TPONOHYIOTH KOPOTKiI JOOIpKHU
HOBHH. CHpsSMOBaHICTh alrOpuTMIB Ha miadip «iH(opmalii 3a ynomoObaHHIMNY) MOXKe
CHPUYMHSITH BIIBEPTO LIKIIJIMBI HACIIIKHU ISl AEMOKPATii, KOJU ayJJUTOPisd ONUHAETHCS
y BIacHi «iHpopmaniiiHiii OynpOaliii», 1e METOK KOKHOTO MOBIIOMJICHHS € JIMILE Mi/-
TPUMKa YHHHHX [ICPEKOHaHb BUOOPI[iB>,

BucnoBknu

BuHUKHEHHS Ta yTBEPI)KEHHS «CYCIIJIBCTBA CHOKMBAHHS» Ta MEAiaTH3aLlisl yCiX
(opM CyCIITBHOTO KUTTS, 30KpeMa TMOJIITHKH, CIIPUIHMHIIN KapAUHAJIbHI 3MiHH posel y
B3a€MOBITHOCHHAX €JIiTH, MacoBOi KOMyHikamii Ta Macu. Mezia mounHaoTs GopmyBaTH
K «MEIaMOTITHKY», TAK 1 HOB1 MPUHITUIIN CTBOPEHHS €JIiT uepe3 Meaia. KomyHikaTuBHUH
BIUTMB Ha MacoBY ayAHTOPIIO TEX 3a3Ha€ CyTTEBUX TpaHchopMmanii. Mezaia BIIHBAIOTH B
YMOBaX CYyCIiIbCTBA CIIOKUBAHHS HE CTIJIBKM Ha TPOMAACHKO-TIONITUYHI MPIOPUTETH JIIO-
JUHU-MacCH, CKiJIbKY Ha 3aI0BOJICHHS 1i yTHiTapHUX OTped. BoHa sk HOBITHE 00’¢1HAH-
HS «JTI07ieid 6e3 0co0IMBOCTEN» TIepeOupae y CyCliIbCTBI peanbHy Biany. OIHI€0 3 03HAK
1i€1 HOBOI 3aJIe)KHOCTI CTa€ «TpUBianizallis» iHpopMalIii, sKka MOoJAEThCs y MiJIKPECICHO
CIPOIICHOMY CTHIIi, HAOIHIKEHOMY JI0 TIOM-KYJIETY PH.
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DEMASSIFICATION OF SOCIAL PROCESSES
IN THE CONTEXT OF DIGITAL COMMUNICATION
(TO THE PROBLEM OF THE DICHOTOMY OF “ELITE-MASS”
AS A POLITICAL COMMUNICATION PARADOX)
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The article aims to analyze a complicated process of the society’s main components — elite,
mass communication, and masses — in their interaction and interdependence from the historical
perspective.

Due to industrialization and modernization of the life quality, the social life changes
radically, and the essence of every component of the society changes as well. The elite loses its
dynastic character. The media stop to play the role of a mediator taking on the obligations of a
collective agitator and propagandist, and the mass stops to be cloth for wiping shoes. It starts
to form a mass audience and, by that, obtains new forms that must be taken into account by
social institutions. Together with that the collective views are substituted by the views which
are stronger than the ones of a separate individual.

One of the main conclusions of the investigation is as follows. The formation of the

“consumer society” and the strengthening of the mass communication role resulted in the
appearance of “mediocracy” which factually introduced an absolute elite dependence on it and
conferred the right of media to set the social agenda. The mass turned out to be a silent majority,
a unity of conformity-oriented people. These people become simultaneously a product of mass
communication impact because they dictate what one must read, listen to, and watch from the
media menu. They force MMC to satisfy their unassuming needs making the content trivial and
commodificated. In other words, the mutual process of the interaction of the media, “impossible
independence” and the conscious “communicative consensus” of individuals who are willingly
united with the mass audience takes place. The creation of the internet due to “digital anonymity”
and the autonomy of the consumer formed the conditions for the self-determined citizens and
gave the elite a modest place in the “cyber democracy”. However, the increase in individual
self-isolation leads to his gradual loss of “social capital,” and that threatens to replace the direct
experience with a virtual environment that will make it very difficult to differentiate reality
from fiction.

Keywords: elite, mass, media, mass communication, information space, globalization.
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