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The article analyzes memes as a form of visual communication in war conditions, on the
example of memes with Oleksii Arestovych and Valerii Zaluzhnyi, during the Russian armed
aggression against Ukraine. Two forms of this method of communication have been described:
direct communication and the method of narration. In the case of direct communication, memes
are a communication tool of the hero of these memes, in the second, the way of narrating events.

Key words: memes, war, Ukraine, visual communication, social media, Arestovych,
Zaluzhnyi.

Memes, these are a picture combined with a short text — carrying certain information,
in the current definition are associated with new technologies and media. Richard Dawkins
first defined the word meme in 1976 as relpics, mutations and evolve (memetics)l, now,
however, it has changed its meaning, and is associated with a schematic picture with short
text shared on a large scale via social media.

Simple memes are a combination of photos and short text. Compound memes are
defined as informational, comic-book compositions. The memes themselves gained
popularity in 2005, via social media for example a Facebook, today are mostly shared via
Instagram.

The division according to technology is simple memes: stencil memes, memic reaction,
memes with idiomatic expressions; and the complex memes: anatomical diagram, direct
statement to the recipient, comparisons / statements, comic book, verbal-iconic game.

Memes have already been used as a manner of narrating war events, however, Russia’s
armed aggression against Ukraine has dramatically increased the amount of content
published in this way. The factors influencing the increase in this type of communication
have become technological development, digitization, and the development of social media

' Drawkins, R. (1989), The Selfish Gene. Oxford: Oxford University Press. p. 192.
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in which the image is one of the main elements of the narrative. The geopolitical location
of Ukraine, a country in Central and Eastern Europe - where a digitization leap has been
recorded in the last decade, is also significant. Let’s take a look at two famous personalities,
both in the real world and in the world of memes.

Oleksii Mykolaiovych Arestovych — Ukraine’s Presidential Office advisor,
intelligence officer, Lieutenant colonel, blogger, political and military columnist, actor.
He gained his greatest fame through the use of New Media: Facebook, Telegram, Twitter,
Youtube, but above all Instagram?2. He became most recognizable thanks to the publications
on calming the society down in the first wave of the military aggression of the Russian army
against Ukraine. With memes, virals, it has become famous already “zaspokiysya” — calm
down. On the wave of popularity, he published more and more bold statements, repeatedly
accurately predicting the future and situation. More and more courageous performances
also gathered a crowd of his antifans, and helped to gain antifame (of which he is proud
of the rest) not less than the original popularity. The way he communicates it is somewhat
playful, sarcastic, satirical.

Valerii Fedorovych Zaluzhnyi — Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine, member of the National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine, soldier, veteran
of the Donbas war. Personally, he is the object of interest of Internet users, as a hero of the
memes. However, he gained popularity not as a media celebrity person, but as a military
man. Memes illustrated with the person of Zaluzhnyi, however, are not an element of his
own communication, but a way of narrating the Ukrainian case, successes on the battlefield
against enemy troops, created both by Internet users, published by the media, Internet
portals, newspapers.

On his Instagram account, which is one of the main sources of communication, we
will get both videos, photos and memes. Often, Arestovych himself is the first to publish
memes with his participation. In any case, these are either socially soothing or sarcastic,
humorous (include dark humour), about himself or his statements.

Makcumym

In the first case (1A.) a combo meme is described, how much time would it take to
learn psychology — 2-3 weeks, maximum a month. In the second (1B.) a classic scene from
a family meeting, asking when will you have children — 3 weeks, maximum a month.

2 Arestovych, O. (2022). Instagram, URL: https://www.instagram.com/alexey.arestovich/
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Mpuser, MpuseT,
CTpenkos us ApecToBuu U3

POCCHNK YEKPAUH b

ApecToBUY 0 CUTYaLMM Ha
(poHTe: ANA Hac oHa "axoBan”

The first meme (2A.) styling on Anatoly Kashpirovsky conjures reality, sends energy
through TV. The next (2B.) is a classic comparative meme whose aim is to show one person/
situation in a positive sense and to ridicule the second one.

50 Cent 50 Thousand

& o

The first (3A.) features a typical comparative meme combo, in this case with the
American rapper 50 Cent, while Zaluzhnyi was presented in the role of 50,000. The second
meme (3B.) depicts a reworked Coca-Cola Christmas commercial that was a hit in many
countries, Zaluzhnyi is presented as the person responsible for the success of the Ukrainian
army, which is getting closer to neutralizing the 50,000 soldiers of the aggressor’s army. In
both cases there is a context of pop culture, mass culture.

Cnanunu e oaHy |...ropino Bce - 6Tp, UMCTEPHY,
KOIIOHY Kauanie OMD; TpeaM; KaMaay

XOYELU NAQY?

In the first case, (4A.) we have a traditional combo, i.e. a combination of two images
one below the other (possibly next to each other), which is a classic canon (template) of
memes from the beginning of their popularity on the Internet. The girl’s joking questions
about the type of Russian weapons destroyed by the UAF and the even more pleasant and
romantic answer of the commander of the armed forces represent the successes of the
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Ukrainian army, in a delicate, even sweet way, which is the opposite image of the brutality
and misery of war. A type of meme that aims to boost national morale. In the second case,
(4B.) it is a combination of classic well-known paintings with contemporary graphics. In
this case, Zaluzhnyi asks the mother of a Russian soldier if she wants a Lada (car that
Russia offered to families of killed soldiers). The purpose of the meme is to ridicule the
absurdity of the Russian approach to human life, exposing the un humanistic practices of
the Russians who, in exchange for the death of a relative, will gladly accept a cheap car.

Conclusions:

1. Memes with Arestovych are more sarcastic, aimed at an audience that likes sharp
retorts, dark (black) humor. The sarcastic way of communication brings both supporters
and opponents for Arestovych. Memes with Zaluzhnyi are aimed at spreading the successes
of both the commander of the main character and the overall achievements of the Ukrainian
armed forces.

2. Arestovych, apart from being a hero — the subject of memes, is also a sender of
information, because he intensively publishes various types of memes illustrated himselfin
various situations using virtually all available means of digital communication and social
media. Memes with Zaluzhnyi are a type of narrative taken up by society, i.e. unidentified
creators, Internet users. They present the way of narrating the current situation in Ukraine,
victories over the Russian army. The brave and power of the Ukrainian nation in resisting
against Russian military aggression.

3. In both cases, the memes depict the strength, resistance, successes of Ukraine in
the fight against the Russian occupier, Russia and its citizens are presented in a negative
light, as people devoid of humanistic values.

4. In both cases, memes presented in social networks are intended to calm the society
down, support in difficult times through a sarcastic visual commentary in the form of
memes.

5. When the authors of memes are the society, we are dealing with the expression of
emotions, the expression of the moods prevailing in the Ukrainian society in the conditions
of military operations.
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VY cTarTi po3misiHyTO MeMH K (OpMY Bi3yasbHOI KOMYHIKaIlil B yMOBaxX BiliHM Ha MpHU-
kyaai MemiB 3 Onekciem ApectoBuueM Ta Basepiem 3aimyKHUM Tij 4ac pociiicbkol 30poiHOT
arpecii nporu Ykpaitu.

Onwucano Bi (hOpMH I[LOTO CIIOCO0Y KOMYHIKallii: Oe3rmocepeHe CrijIKyBaHHs Ta METO]
Haparrii.

VY Bumnaaky 0e3rmocepeHboro CIiJIKyBaHHS MEMH € CriocOOOM HapaTHBY Ta IHCTPYMEH-
TOM CITIJIKYBaHHS Tepost IIuX MeMiB. ToOTO repoii MEMIB € OTHOYACHO CY0’€KTOM PO3IOBI/Ii Ta
BIJIIIPaBHUKOM iH(pOpMAILi.

VY Bunajaky MeTO/Ay HapaTHBY I'epod MEMIB € JIIle Cy0’€KTOM PO3MOBiJi, MPEIMETOM
HapaTHBY, [1PO SIKOTO TepeaarTh iHpOopMAaIlio.

[IpoGiiemaTHKa CTaTTI TAKOX BKJIIOYA€ MOPIBHSIHHS MEMIB 3a CIIOCOOOM BizyaJi3arlii,
TUNIOM MeMy. Takox OyJio pO3IIISIHYTO BUKOPHCTAHHS IIUX MEMIB Y KYJIBTYPHOMY KOHTEKCTI,
TOOTO BUKOPHCTAHHS MEepepoOIeHOi CHMBOIIKHU IMOM-KYJIBTYPH SK €JIeMEHTa Bi3yaJbHOI KO-
MyHIKaIlii B yMOBaxX MOBHOMACIITaOHOT'O BTOPrHEHHS. Bynio 3po0JeHo BUCHOBOK, 110 MEMH €
MOTYXHUM CYy4YaCHUM IHCTPYMEHTOM KOMYHIKallii B yMOBax BiliHH.

Takox BHSIBIICHO, 110 MEMH SIK (pOpMa HapaTUBY MiJ| Yac BIHHU € 3aCOO0M BHPaKEHHSI
€MOIIii 1 COoIiaJbHUX HACTPOIB KOPUCTYBaUiB IHTEPHETY.

Kuouosi crosa: memu, BifiHa, YkpaiHa, Bi3yajbHa KOMYHIKAIIis, COIMEPExKi, APeCTOBUY,
3anyKHUH.
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