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The article deals with the issue of the transformation of Ukraine’s relations with the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization under the influence of the aggressive policy of Russian Federation towards Ukraine
after 2014. The analysis of key areas of cooperation at bilateral and multilateral levels regarding the
reform of the security and defense sector of Ukraine and the coordination of priority directions of
cooperation in the international arena are carried out.
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The achievement of relations with NATO was established by the Charter on a Distinctive
Partnership, 1997 and practical activities since 1994 within the framework of the Partnership for Peace
program. Until 2014, at the Alliance Bucharest Summit of the Membership Action Plan, Ukraine
remained at the stage of dialogue and sectoral military cooperation. During the cooperation, peacekeeping
battalions with the participation of Ukrainian servicemen participated in the operations of the
Organization in the Balkans, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, and others.

Russia’s annexation of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, military actions in the East of Ukraine
in 2014 became a turning point for a new stage of cooperation between Ukraine and the North Atlantic
Alliance. Ukraine’s refusal to stand for a non-aligned status and the announcement of a course to deepen
European and, most importantly, Euro-Atlantic integration have opened new opportunities for
cooperation with Allies in both bilateral and multilateral formats. Being in a state of war with the Russian
Federation, Ukraine receives significant financial and logistical assistance from NATO through Trust
Funds established by the member states of the Organization. Ukraine received top-level advisory and
political support (Welsh and Warsaw Summits 2014, 2016).

Nowadays there are three main factors preventing Ukraine from joining NATO: the military conflict
in the east; the incompatibility of the Armed Forces with NATO standards as well as unfinished reforms
in the defense, legal, public administration. The inadequacy of the Armed Forces of Ukraine to the
Alliance’s standards is a problem that takes time to realize it.

Socio-research shows that, in particular, there is a significant support to the Euro-Atlantic course in
more than 50 % of the population of the state and a significant part of Europeans, especially from
neighbouring countries of Ukraine. This is due to the unstable security situation in the world now and the
lack of effective mechanisms of influence on aggressor countries.

Consequently, the military aggression of the Russian Federation in 2014 has become a stimulating
factor in strengthening cooperation with NATO. Over the past four years, visible progress has been made
in bringing Ukraine closer to the Alliance. With the elimination of these key factors, while continuing to
be in close political dialogue and military cooperation with the organization, Ukraine has a chance to get
the Membership Action Plan.
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