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The article defines the basic concepts, the etymology and the interpretation of the terms «region» and
«regionalization». It has been found  that some researchers deal with geographic spaces, while a large
number of scientists analyze the regions created by political decisions, in other words, deal with the
regionalization processes. There are extremely developed studies of regions and regionalization as a
domestic phenomenon that lies beyond the science of international relations. The differences between
«old» and «new» regionalism, which arose as a result of fundamental changes in the international
environment, have been investigated. The theoretical description of regionalism or the dynamics of
regionalization is based not on its special theories, but on the theories and concepts of science of
international relations or the theories of integration. It has been established that among the main thopics
of regionalism researchers there is the study of individual regions and cooperation structures functioning
there; research of regions and structures of a comparative nature; interregional cooperation; the
interrelation between regionalism and regionalization and the national, regional and global economy; the
interconnections between regionalism and national and international security; interdependence between
regionalism and multilateral relations of states, especially within the framework of the United Nations
Organization; influence on culture and national identity; the interconnection of regional structures with
the problems of democracy, human rights; interdependence between globalization and regionalization; the
relationship between levels of regionalism; effectiveness of regional management.

The range of research problems and publications, the study of regionalism and regionalization in the
international dimension is a very popular scientific field now. However, a lack of precise definitions and
forecasts is observed which may be explained (admittedly, as in case of the majority of modern studies of
international relations) by the dynamics of events, a wide range of actors, as well as by the fact that being
the  direct observers of processes and trends researchers prefer one of the existing paradigms. Modern
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regionalism, as well as globalization, may appear to be another wave that will not necessarily cause the
abrupt changes in the world order, which involves regional governance and interregionalism and leads to
a global society.

Key words: region; regionalism; regionalization; international relations; international organization;
the United Nations Organization; European Union.


