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The history of the formation of the diplomatic service of the Scandinavian countries (Sweden,
Norway and Denmark), its development and features of functioning are highlighted in the article. It is
investigated that the Swedish diplomatic representatives appeared during the Middle Ages and the first
permanent Swedish missions were created in the 1600's in the Netherlands, Russia and the UK. It is
emphasized that among the Scandinavian countires Denmark has a special place, the history of its
diplomatic service is different from the Norwegian and Swedish ones since only created in 1770 the
Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  in  1848  it  was  renamed  to  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs.  In  its
foreign policy Denmark followed the policy of non-interference, however, it could not avoid wars with
England and Sweden, in consequence of which it lost control over Norway, which became the part of
Sweden. The post-war period was characterized by a significant increase in the number of diplomatic
missions in the Scandinavian countries. There was increased participation of Norway, Sweden and
Denmark in international cooperation, including participation in the activities of the UN, the Organization
for Economic Co-operation and Development, the European Free Trade Association, NATO and other
organizations. Attention is focused on the special system of functioning of the foreign affairs bodies of
these countries, in connection with which the analysis of the diplomatic and consular service of the
Scandinavian countries is relevant and of a theoretical and practical importance. The central and foreign
bodies of the foreign relations of the Scandinavian countries, their structure and powers are considered. It
is indicated that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway manages 110 foreign missions and three
subordinate organizations, the main documents regulating the diplomatic and consular service are the
Constitution of Norway (17 May 1814) and the Law on Diplomatic Service (1 September 2002). It is
specified that the Foreign Ministry of Sweden includes 94 missions abroad and the main documents that
define foreign policy of Sweden are the Constitution of the Kingdom of Sweden, Rules of Instructions for
Swedish government agencies, Regulation of guidelines for diplomatic missions and Law on privileges
and immunities. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark manages 71 Embassy and 405 honorary
consulates, and the organization and functioning of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark consists
of seven centers and three functional units, the foreign policy of the Kingdom of Denmark is regulated by
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the Constitutional Act of Denmark (1953), Act of the Foreign Policy Committee, the Danish Diplomatic
Relations Act (1968) and the  Diplomatic Service Act (1983).

Key words: diplomatic service; diplomacy; Scandinavian countries; bodies of foreign relations;
Ukraine.


