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The features application of the international law in the context of the interpretation by the European
Court of Human Rights of the provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights are studied.

In recent years, the Court has been referring to external sources more often (external sources in the
article refer to those norms of international law that do not belong to the European Convention on Human
Rights). This phenomenon is not yet sufficiently systematized, occurs in a variety of circumstances,
includes cross-cutting issues, and relates to various international legal instruments. This article is intended
to rationalize and find out the reasons for this practice, in order to facilitate understanding of these
processes.

The reference to international law depends to a large extent on the process of interpreting the
European Convention on Human Rights, established by the Court for many years. A survey of the case-
law shows that the Court is in a constant choice between an «open» paradigm characterized by the
activity of the court and frequent references to sources of international law that do not relate to the
provisions of the Convention and the «closed» paradigm, which complicates the consideration of such
sources.

Key words: European Court of Human Rights; principles of interpretation; the rules of international
public law; contracting states; European Convention on Human Rights.
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