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WOMAN DURING THE ARMED CONFLICT: FROM VICTIM TO PEACEMAKER
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The article discusses different needs and problems of women, as representatives of vulnerable groups
that suffer most in conflicts. It describes risks of gender-based violence that grows in conditions of armed
conflict and humanitarian crisis. The article proves that refugee and internally displaced women are under
the higher risk of violations of their human rights in comparison to other vulnerable groups. It is
underlined in the article that women should be considered as well as potential source to protect the
country and built peace. It is argued that any democratic society should give women and men equal
opportunities to participate in all areas of life, including the military and peacekeeping process.
Discussions on gender equality issues in the public-relations and military sphere are very relevant today,
as never before. The reason for that is that armed forces are in the stage of transformation losing its
«masculinity» and aggression approaches. Instead, a technical progress in military sphere takes a place
and changes the armed forces and social structure positively encouraging integration of women into the
defense and peacekeeping process.

Key words: armed conflict; refugee; internally displaced persons; gender policy and international
standards.
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