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The article is devoted to the problem of international legal regulation of the restriction of freedom of
expression. There are explored the main international legal acts and practice of human rights international
bodies in this field. The authors analyze the main criteria for the legitimate restriction of freedom of
expression, and conclude that all restrictions must meet the following requirements: be lawful, be
necessary, and be carried out with the purpose provided by the norms of international law. Exploring each
of these criteria, the authors further establish the requirements that the doctrine and practice have been
developed about them. It is noted that the most extensive list of such criteria is the European Convention
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of 1950, the somewhat narrower
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966 and the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights of
1969. It is noted that the most extensive list of such criteria are contained in the European Convention for
the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of 1950, the somewhat narrower list of such
criteria are contained in the Covenant about Civil and Political Rights of 1966 and the Inter-American
Convention of Human Rights of 1969. As for the African Convention of Human and Peoples Rights of
1981, it generally implies that freedom of expression is carried out within the limits prescribed by law.

It is argued that the norms of international law, in particular Art. 20 of the Covenant about Civil and
Political Rights of 1966 sets a number of absolute limits on freedom of expression, namely: prohibition of
the propaganda of war, national, racial or religious hatred. Similar norms are duplicated by a number of
other international legal instruments.

Particular attention is paid to the philosophical-legal views on the question of legitimate restriction of
freedom expression of views. The authors note that the opinions of scientists on this subject are
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significantly different: from the absolute freedom to express opinions until it is fully restrained by the
establishment of special procedures, such as previous censorship.

Key words: freedom of expression; freedom of speech; limitation freedom of expression; censorship;
ECHR; UN Human Rights Committee.


