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MAT IN THE CONTEXT OF SOCIETY AND POLICY
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The article «Mat in the Context of Society and Policy» is focuses on the connection between the
given language variety on one hand, and the mentality of its speakers and extra-linguistic realities on the
other hand, that build the base for the existence of this variety.

The article consists of four chapters and a conclusion.
In the first chapter «Pejorative and society» the author studies reflection of social features (systems

of values, stereotypical notions, problems of a specific society) in pejorative vocabulary by the example
of four most common types of swearing (swearing on the basis of the vocabulary of sex sphere (sex
culture), swearing on the basis of fecal and anal words and expressions (shit-culture), blasphemous
swearing (sacrum – culture) and swearing aimed at offending near relatives).

In the second chapter the concepts of «mat» (Russian profanity) and «swearing» are differentiated.
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In the third chapter «Mat and Identity» sex, age, social aspects of the use of this kind of speech are
considered.

The chapter «Matt and Russia’s New Imperialism» is focused on extra linguistic reality that creates
the basis for the existence of the linguistic variety of «mat» in Russia – peculiarity of the mentality,
sociopolitical passivity, the existing social structure, taboo topics in the society, high taboo on this kind of
language, etc.

In Ukrainian language mat is presented as an export product, for the existence of which no
aforementioned mental and social background is provided, and hence the question of language change
arises via non-violent correction.

Key words: language and identity; language and society; language variety; Mat; curse language;
Matism; pejorative words; vulgarism; language politic; culture of speaking.
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