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During the present situation connected with takeover operation launched with Ukrainian government
on the east of Ukraine, word “separatism” became very popular. This paper is trying to explain this
concept in practical way. As an example the author is quoting Chechen separatism – the perspective of
creation independent national state in Russian Federation. This study is very important in context of
understanding Russian foreign policy, especially in relations with post-Soviet States. Russian Federation
is very active in republics of North Caucasus. It is very important for Cremlin to hold the position,
especially in Chechnya and Dagestan. After the collapse of the Soviet Union Chechens craved for the
independence, and Russia couldn’t afford it. The first Chechen War began in 1994, and was one of the
bloodiest conflicts in postsoviet area. Russian soldiers distinguished themselves with huge cruelty,
especially towards civilians.

From the very beginning the war in Chechnya was recognized as the internal problem of Russia.
Although non-governmental organizations were paying attention to mass infringements of basic human
rights for so many times, determined actions were missing on the part of western states. The very
important fact is, that the conflict still hasn’t been definitely resolved. It is possible to learn about
Chechen terrorists which are fighting for the freedom and the independence of Chechnya above all thanks
to media, especially those Russian. But whether it is possible to regard those news as credible? Or is it
just a very good Russian media propaganda?

In September 1999 the world had to deal with horrible terrorist attacks on blocks of flats in a few
Russian cities. Hundreds of people were murdered. Russian society started to look for the answers for too
many questions, for example, who could do such a horrible things? Who could kill so many people in the
middle of the night, while most of them were sleeping? The Prime Minister of Russian Federation,
Vladimir Putin founded the answers incredibly fast. He decided, that Chechens were guilty. It was a very
good reason for new leading Russian army into Chechnya. Automatically, the popularity of Vladimir
Putin in Russian society soared incredibly fast. It was a kind of worldwide phenomenon. He used the
peoples’ fear in the best possible way. But was it right? Were the Chechens really guilty? Even nowadays
it  is  very hard to say.  The fact  was,  that  it  was the beginning of The Second Chechen War,  which was
officially called “antiterrorist operation”. From that moment Russian society had to deal with many
terrorist attacks against civilians. The most horrible and cruel were in Dubrovka theatre and in primary
school in Beslan. Especially the second one was the most shocking for people all around the world.
Innocent children became victims. Whose fault was that? Again, were the Chechens guilty or maybe it
wasn’t so easy?

The author of this is trying to find the answers for all this questions. She is analysing all the factors
of this hard and complicated situation. Also, she is trying to find the reasons in the history of Chechnya,
especially in the presence of Russian Federation on North Caucasus.
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