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The article is devoted to the problem of Belarusian-Russian integration. The author attempted to
analyze the nature and specifics of the Belarusian-Russian rapprochement. We determined that in the
beginning of the 1990s it was the Belarusian side that initiated the integration processes. However,
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starting from the 2000s, Russian initiatives did not coincide with the interests of the Belarusian
leadership, which led to further contradictions in bilateral relations.

It is proved that at the present stage neither Belarusian nor Russian society is interested in unification
into the Union State. It is noted that the current crisis in relations between Minsk and Moscow is not
economic but political in nature and can threaten the destabilization of the situation in Belarus and can
lead to further escalation. It is established that in parallel with integration, processes related to the
expansion of cooperation with other countries are taking place in Belarus, the search for investments that
are aimed at decreasing the political and economic influence of Russia.

Key words: Republic of Belarus; Russian Federation; Belarusian-Russian integration; the Union
State; Belarusian sovereignty; deepening of integration; crisis of integration.


