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In this article the author examines the information policy of Ukraine that counters the information
warfare of Russia, from the beginning of the formation of an independent Ukraine. It lasted with different
intensity in different periods, but particularly exacerbated at the beginning of the XXI century. The
illusions of peaceful co-operation gradually dispelled, and the beginning of the second Cold War became
apparent. The war between the West and Russia is already going on, but it is not the war we are used to.
Blood is no longer spilled, and opponents are maintaining almost continuous communication. The main
purpose is not to seize territories, but to gain influence both on the enemy’s political elites and upon the
ordinary people.

What can be considered as a formal starting point of this war, which is predominantly in the
information space, is the April message of the President of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin to the
Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation in 2005, in which he regarded the collapse of the USSR as
«the greatest geopolitical catastrophe of the century».

Analyzing events that happened 15 years ago, one can easily find the origins of the Kremlin’s
modern revenge policy. Undoubtedly, Russia is conducting an aggressive geopolitical campaign to regain
the status of a great power. However, the term «hybrid war», which has become widespread in recent
years, does not reveal the full nature of the conflict, as it can range from green men’s invasion up to
fabricated news and bot activity on social media.

For a long time information manipulation and propaganda have been used to influence public
consciousness. The use of new technologies has made the organization of such campaigns more
accessible,  more  effective  and  risk-free.  On  the  other  hand,  the  use  of  technology  leaves  a  trail  for
investigation and detection of these crimes.

This article covers the analysis of «information impact», the review of the current state of
information confrontation between Russia and Ukraine, investigates the features of the Russian
information influence and the main directions of counteracting information aggression.

Key words: propaganda; information war; information policy.
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