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Republic  of  Finland  stands  out  from  other  countries  of  Europe  in  terms  of  the  level  of  legal
protection and effectiveness of national policy, and therefore its experience may be instructive for other
states. The article deals with the features of geographical, cultural and historical as well as political
preconditions for the formation of the ethnic composition of the population and the language environment
in Finland. Also, the peculiarities of the shaping and improvement of the national policy of the country,
which helps to strengthen the democratic principles of governance and enhances its international authority
are analyzed in modern conditions. Special attention is paid to the formation and modern political and
legal protection of the Finnish and Swedish languages, both of which have equal official status. The state
measures aimed at supporting the development of the Finnish and Swedish languages, the actual problems
of their competition and application in specific spheres of public life are considered.

The mechanisms for meeting the educational, cultural and other needs of national minorities – Sámi,
Karelians,  Kalas,  Tatars,  Jews  as  well  as  foreigners,  among  whom  the  main  attention  being  paid  to
Russians, Somalis, Estonians and Ukrainians, are investigated. A special place in the national policy of
Finland is given to a small community of Sámi, who are also sparsely dispersed in the adjacent northern
European states and Russia. A separate Finnish law on the Sámi language has become an important tool
for preserving the identity of this people.

It is noted that certain provisions of the Finnish experience in ensuring language policy, the
comprehensive and prompt consideration of the educational, informational, cultural and other needs of
national minorities can be used to improve the national policy in Ukraine. Particular attention is drawn to
the Finnish experience of using the Swedish language for similar support of the Russian language in
Ukraine without giving it official status and a clear separation from political and information pressure
from Russia, as well as the practice of protecting the language and culture of the Sámi for support of the
cultural and educational needs of small indigenous peoples of our country, first of all Crimean Tatars.
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