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EJEKTPOXIMIYHE I'lZ/IPYBAHHS CILUIABIB HA OCHOBI Th;Ni-,
JIETOBAHUX JIITIEM TA MAT'HIEM

B. Hutka ', B. Kopaan, 1. Tapaciok, B. I1asiaiok

JIveiscokuii HayionanvHull yHisepcumem imeni leana @panka,
eyn. Kupuna i Megodis, 6, 79005 Jlvsis, Ykpaina
e-mail: vitalii.nytka@Inu.edu.ua

MerogaMu peHTreHIiBCbKOT Anudpakiii MOPOIIKY, CKaHYIO4YOl eJIeKTPOHHOT MIiKpOCKOMii Ta
€HePrOINCIIepPCIiiHOT PEHTIeHIBCHKOi CIEKTPOCKOMI JOCTIKEHO (ha30BHH CKIAJM Ta BH3HAYECHO
PO34YMHHICTH MarHito y OiHapHOMy iHTepMmeranini a-Th,Ni; (zo 8 ar. %). Kommo3suTHi enexrpoau
MICTHIIM TpH eNIeKTpOXiMiuHO akTuBHI (asu 3i crpykryporo tumy Ce,Ni; (mpoctopoBa rpyma
P6s/mmc), Gd,Co7 (mpocroposa rpymna R-3m) ta CaCus (mpocroposa rpyma P6/mmm). ocmimkero
crutaBu ckmangy ThypNizg, ThoNizs sMd,s Ta ThyoNizsliz sMO,s sik enextpoani Matepianu y Hikens-
METAJIOTIIPUIHOMY aKyMyJITOpi, SIKi XapakTepu3yloThesi eMHicTIo 159, 171 Ta 180 MA -TOm/T.
3’s1cOBaHO, W0 MiJ Yac eNIEKTPOXIMIYHHUX IPOLECiB BiTOYBAa€THCS 3MEHIICHHS PO3MIpIB YacTHHOK
eJeKTpoAHOTO MaTepiany. [Ipomecu amopdizamii mposBIAIOTECA y TOSIBI rajio Ha JudpakTorpamax ta
3MiHi1 MOP(}OJIOTIT HOBEpXHi 3epeH.

Kniouosi  cnosa: TBepamii poO3YMH, PpEHTIEHIBCbKAa AUQPAaKLis, eHeprogucrepciiina
PEHTTEeHIBCbKa CHIEKTPOCKOIIIS, €IEKTPOXIMIYHE TipyBaHHSI.
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1. Beryn

InTepmeraniuHi CIIOMYKHM CTaHOBISATH KATeTOPil0 MaTepiamiB, SKi IIMPOKO
3aCTOCYBYIOTh 3aBJASKH PI3HOMAaHITHUM ()i3MKO-XIMIYHUM BiacTHBOCTSIM. CHOJYyKH Ha
OCHOBI pinkicHO3eMenbHUX MeTaniB (P3M) Ta Hikemo TPOSABISIOTH IIiKaBI MAarHiTHI,
KaTamiTHYHI Ta  €NeKTpOXiMiudi  BmactmBOCcTi. IHTepmeramigm  cucrem  R-Ni
XapaKTEepU3yIOThCS BHCOKOIO MEPCTIEKTHBHICTIO SIK BOJHEBI HAKONMYyBadi Ta €JIEKTPOAHI
Marepiayii 'y METAJOTiIPUAHUX aKyMyJsiTopax. ['0JIOBHOIO BHMOTOIO /0 EIIEKTPOJHMX
MarepialiB YM HaKONMMYYyBadiB BOAHIO € 3JIaTHICTH J0 0OOPOTHOIO IMpOLECY IHTEpKaIALIi-
neintepkaisinii ['poreHy 3i 30epeXeHHIM IUTICHOCTI KPUCTATIYHOI CTPYKTYPH PEYOBHHHU
Ta MaKCHMAIBHOIO e€MHicTIO copOrii. Hikenb-meramorinpunni akymymnstopu (Ni-MH) e
OJHMM i3 HaWOUIBII BUKOPHCTOBYBAaHUX THIIIB XIMIYHHUX IDKEped €IEeKTPUYHOI eHepril
(XAEE) 3aBasiki BHCOKiH €MHOCTI, T'YCTHHI €Heprii Ta 3JaTHOCTI BHTPHUMYBAaTH BHCOKI
HaBaHTAKEHHS.

TunoBumu aHomHuMHK MatepiatamMu s Ni-MH e iHTepMeramiuHi Crosyku
crexiomerpii ABs 3i crpyktypauM turom (CT) CaCus (mpoctoposa rpyma (ITI) P6/mmm).
Cronyku turmy CaCus BOJOMIIOTh AOCTaTHIM MPOCTOPOM Y MO3HIIisAX 6i, 6m, 12n ta 120
JUIS PO3MIMICHHSI Y HUX aTtoMiB limporeHy 3 yTBOpeHHSM TiapuaiB BKIoueHHS [1, 2].
Cropiaresi g0 “marepurcskoro” CaCus crpykrypai tumu PuNis, ThyNigz, ThyZns, CesNiy;
ta GdyC0o7 MicTaATh OHAKOBI ()pParMEHTH 13 JTOCTATHIM PO3MIPOM MYCTOT JUIS BKITFOUCHHS
atomiB ['imporeny, mo poOUTk iX MPUIATHUMH [T HAKOMMWYEHHS BOIHIO [3].
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Crnonmyka Tb,Ni; kpucramizyerbess y IBOX TOMIMOpOHUX Moau(iKaIisax: THITY
Ce;Ni; (rexcaronansumii) Ta Gd,C0; (poMOoeApHYHHiA), sIKi CITBICHYIOTh Yy ITHPOKOMY
TemriepaTypHomy iHTepBaii. [leperBopeHHs BinOyBaeThcs 3a Temmeparypu 931 °C [4].
T[Mopyu 3i crionykoto Tb,Ni; yrBoproroThest pasu 3i crpykrypaumu tuamu PuNi; a CaCus,
SKI € CIOpiIHEeHMMH MK coboro [5-8]. BmmB Jeryiounx KOMIIOHEHTIB Ha
TiIpOreHcopOIiifHi Ta ()i3MKO-XIMIUHI BJIACTHBOCTI CIIOPIHEHUX CIOJNYK Ta TBEPIUX
pO3uMHIB omucaHOo y mpausx [9-14]. ¥V monepenniid Hamii mnpami [4] 3’scoBaHo, 110
obMmexxennit TBepauii posumH - THyNiz, LiMg, (0 < x < 0,5) xapakrepusyerbcs
HENHIMHUM 3pOCTaHHSAM mNapaMeTpiB KoMipku. [li 4ac enekTpoXiMi4HOTO TiIApyBaHHS
TpudazHoro kommnosura ckiaaay TboNigiLig Mgy 3Shg s MU ekcriepuMeHTaTPHO BH3HAYMIIH,
IO po3psiiHa €MHICTh Matepiany csrac 185 MA-rom/r [15]. bararokoMmoHeHTHI TBepi
posunar Ha ocHOBi TbyNi;, a Takox TixHi (i3uKO-XiMiuHi BIACTHBOCTI €
MalloJIOCHI/PKeHUMH.  Mera  Hamioi  mpari  —  JOCHITUTH  eNeKTPOXiMi4HI  Ta
TiIPOreHCcopOIIiiiHI BIACTUBOCTI TBEPIUX PO3YHHIB, K1 YTBOPIOIOTHCS MiJ Yac JAOIMTYBAHHS
MarHi€eM i JiTieM.

2. MaTepiaau Ta MeTOAMKA eKCIIEPUMEHTY

3pasku ckiramy ThyNizg, a TaKOX JIEroOBaHi MarHiEM Ta CYMIIIIIIO JITiFO Ta MarHiro
CHHTE3yBAIIM KiIbKapa30BHM EJIEKTPOIYTOBUM CIUIABJISIHHAM IIPECOBAHOI IIMXTH METAIiB
BUCOKOI yrcToTH (> 99,99 Mac. %) B aTmMmocdepi YUCTOrO aproHy i3 BUKOPUCTAHHSAM TETepy
(rybuacruii TuTan). llnxty roryBanm i3 HagmumkoM 5 mac. % Li ta Mg aist komneHcarii
MOJKJIMBHX BTpAT Y MPOIleCi CHHTe3y. BU3HAUCHHS sSKiCHOTO i KIJIbKICHOTO CKJIaIy CILIaBiB
MIPOBOAMIIM 32 JOTIOMOTOI0 eHeproucepciiiHoi pentreniBecbkoi criektpockormii (EJAPC) Ha
enektponHoMmy Mikpockomi Tescan Vega3 LMU 3 cucremoro Oxford Instruments Aztec
ONE (Si-apeiidouii merektop X-MaxN20). MacuBH peHTT€HIBCbKUX JAHUX OJEPIKaIU Ha
mudpaxromerpi [IPOH-2.0M (Fe Ko-BunpomintoBaHHst). PeHTreHodazoBuii aHaii3 3pa3kiB
npoBoawiK i3 BukopuctaHHsAM mporpamu PowderCell [16] 3 yrouHeHHsM mapameTpiB
eneMeHTapHoi komipku y mporpami LATCON [17].

EnexkTpoxiMiuHe TifpyBaHHS MPOBOAWIN Y JBOENeKTporHux mnportotunax XJ/IEE
“Swagelok-cell”. SIk kaTomHuii MaTepian BUKopucTanu Hikenb rigpokcun (Ni(OH),) [18].
AMopdHUA CBIXOOCAIKEHUH OcaJl CYLIMIM IPOTATOM THXKHA 32 KIMHaTHOI TEMIIEpaTypH.
Cymim a- ta f-Ni(OH), meperepmu 3 nopomkom rpadity (9:1 3a Macorw) 10 yTBOPCHHS
OJTHOPIMHOT cyMilli. SIk eneKTpoiT BUKOpHCTanH 6 M po3duuH Kaliil rigpokcuny (Taky
caMy KOHLIEHTpALil0 3aCTOCOBYIOTh Y IPOMUCIIOBHX 3pa3Kax), IKUM 3MOUYYBaJIM KaTOJHUH i
anoxnuit npoctip. Y mportoturn XJIEE katomHuii marepian Mae BUIJISII CHPECOBAHOTO
WATiHApa 3 IUIOWEI0 Tomepednoro mepepisy 1 cm® Ta Bucororo 2 mm. Jlociimkysami
CITaBHU MOJPIOHIOBAIH, IIEPETUPATM B MOPOLIOK, CIPECOBYBAIM B TaOIETKYy 1 3MOUYBAIH
enextpoiiToM. IIporiec 3apsamKaHHs Ta pO3psSKaHHS CKJIAICHOTO IPOTOTHITY aKyMyJIsATOpa
MPOBOJIWIN 3a TyCTUHU cTpymy 1,0 MA/cMm? mpotsroM 50 muKIiB. YCi eNeKTpoXiMivHi
JIOCTIi JIDKEHHSI TPOBOIMIIM Ha TBOKaHAIbHOMY rajgbpBanoctati MTech G410-2 [19].

3. Pe3yabTaTu 0CHiaKeHb Ta iX 00roBOpeHHs

PentreniBcbkuii pazoBuii aHami3 TOCHIPKYBaHUX CIUIaBIB IIOKa3aB YTBOPEHHSI IBOX
Mmoubikaniit cronyku 3i crexiomerpiero 2:7 (a-Th,Ni7 i f-Th,Ni7) Ta dasu 3i cipykTypOoro
CaCus. ITicis enexkTpoxiMigyHOTO TipyBaHHS AM(PPAKTOrPaMH XapaKkTePH3YIOTHCS HasBHICTIO
amMop(HOTO TaJIo Ta PO3LUIMPEHNX MPODLIIB PEHTTEHIBCKHX MIKIB.
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JndpakTorpaMu KOMITO3UTHHX EIEKTPOIHUX MaTepianiB Ha OCHOBI ThyNizssMg, s Ta
Tby,Niz3LizsMzs 0 Ta micns rimpyBaHHs HaBemeHo Ha puc. 1. KOHTpois emeMeHTHOTo
CKJIaJly CIUIaBiB Micisi cuHTe3y 3a gornomoroo Mmeroay EJIPC mokasas, 1o 3araibHui
CKJIaz 100pe KOopertoe i3 HoMiHaIbHUM. PeHTreHiBchbkuil ¢azopuii ananiz ta CEM-meron
aHamizy mnoBepxHi 3paskiB ThyNizgyMQ, mMOKa3aB yTBOpeHHS OuiKyBaHHX (a3 3i
crpykrypoto tumy Ce,Ni; (ocHoBHa cipa dasza), Gd,Co; (cBimio-cipa ¢aza) ta CaCus
(remua ¢aza Ha CEM-300paxenHi). Po3urHHicTh MarHito y a-a3i He nepesuiye 8 at. %,
AHAJIOTIYHA MaKCHUMallbHa po3urHHICTh MarHito y TONis. Po3unHHicTh MarHifo y f-¢hasi He
nepeBuurye 5 at. % (3rigHo 3 ananizom metoaom EJIPC).
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Puc. 1. ludpakrorpamu 3paskiB Ha ocHOBI ThyNig Mg 2 (@) Ta Th,Nig gLio 2Mo 2 (6)
IO Ta MICIIs eNeKTPOXIMIYHOTO TiAPYBaHHA
Fig. 1. X-ray powder patterns of the samples based on Th,NisgMgo > (a)
and TbzNig 6Lio.2Mdo . (b)

Bapro 3azHaunTH, 110 ckian a-hasu mae Ha 0,8—1,5 ar. % Mmenmmit Bmict Th, Hix
[-daza. YV crmaBax Tig 4ac aHami3y MOBEPXHI BUSBICHO Maiuid BMicT croayku TbNis,
PEHTTEHIBCHKI MIKK SIKOT HaKJIaaaloThes 3 mmikamu croiyk fB-Th,Ni; ta ThNis uepes 6im3bky
KPUCTAIOXIMIYHY CIOPiAHEHICTH MiXK CIIOJYKaMH.
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Ha puc. 2 HaBemeHO eleMEHTHHM po3Moia uis cepii 3paskiB ThyNizgMgy. st
€JIEKTPOXIMIYHOTO TiApYBaHHS OOpaHO CIUIAB i3 HEBEJIMKHMM BMICTOM MarHiio, OCKITBKU

BMICT (ha3 31 cTexiomerpi€ro 2:7 € HaWOUTBIINM.
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Puc. 2. EneMeHTHHUI po3moin o mosepxHi cruiasis Th,Niz, Mgy,
x=0,2 (a); x=0,4 (6); x=1,0 ()
Fig. 2. Elemental mapping on the Th,Ni;.xMgy alloys surface,
x=0.2 (a); x=0.4 (b); x=1.0 (c)
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Ha puc. 3 Ta 5 nHaBemeno CEM-300pakeHHsI TOApiOHEHWX 3pa3KiB HAa OCHOBI
Thby,Nizg Ta ThyNizssMgy s repe enekTpoXiMiuHNM TiAPYBAHHSAM Ta MICIsS BUMIipIOBaHHS
eJIEKTPOXIMIUHUX BiacTHBOocTed. CIUIBHMM /IS BCIX 3pa3KiB € arperamis ApiOHHX
YaCTHHOK Ta 3MEHIIEHHS iXHbOro po3mipy. ['ocTpi rpaHi 3epeH BUXiJHUX 3pa3KiB CTAOTh
O1ITBII OKPYTJIEHI 3aB/SIKU ITPOTPABIICHHIO MOBEPXHi. Puc. 4 Ta 6 NeMOHCTPYIOTh 3arajibHUN
CKJIaJ Ta PO3IMOIJ €JEMEHTIB Mo MOoBepXHi 3epeH. [licis enekTpoxiMiuHOTO TiApyBaHHS
3arajlbHUil  CKJIaJl JIBOKOMIIOHEHTHOTO 3pa3ka 3MIHHBCS Ha KOPUCTh  HIKEINO:
Tb21,7Ni78,3 - TbZO,lNi79,9-

-
SEM HV: 25.0 kV | VEGA3 TESCAN]
View field: 138 ym Det: SE, BSE
SEM MAG: 2.01 kx Date(m/dly): 09/21/22 Ivan Franko National University of Lviv

Cage ) \ e
SEM HV: 25.0 kV WD: 17.57 mm
View field: 138 ym Det: SE, BSE
SEM MAG: 2.00 kx Date(m/dly): 09/21/22 Ivan Franko National University of Lviv

Puc. 3. CEM-300pakeHHs MOIIKPUCTAITIYHOTO 3pa3ka Thy,Nizg 10 (a) Ta micis rinpyBansst (6)
Fig. 3. SEM-images of the Th,,Ni;g sample before (a) and after hydrogenation (b)



B. Hutka, B. KopgaH, |. Tapactok, B. MNasntok
ISSN 2078-5615. BicHuk JlbBiBCbKOrO yHiBepcuteTy. Cepisa ximivHa. 2023. Bunyck 64 141

Ilonibna TeHmeHmiss xapaktepHa W it Mg-BmicHoro 3paska. Ilim wac
€IEeKTPOXIMIYHHX TIPOIECiB BiIOYBA€ThCS HE3HAYHE “‘BIUTydeHHsI TepOil0 3 eNeKTpoia:
Thy eNizgsMgzes — ThyoNizs1Mgse. VY 3paskax Tmicias TiapyBaHHS IPOCTEXYBAIH
Hepennkuid BMmict K, C ta O 3 enektpomity. Ha puc. 7 HaBeneHo BuOpaHi 3apsjHi Ta
po3psinHi kpuBi mpototuny X/EE 3 KOMIO3UTHHUMH €JIEKTpOJaMH Ha OCHOBI CILIaBiB
szzNi78, szzNi75y5Mgzys Ta szzNi75’5Li2‘5Mgz‘5. 31 301ABIIEHHSIM BMiCTy JICTYIOUNX
KOMIIOHEHTIB 3pOCTae HOMIHAJIbHA HANpyra po3psay Ta po3psaHa eMHicTb. OcTaHHs csirae
159, 171 ta 180 w™Allrowr, BiAnoBigHO. XIMIYHMH TIOHIHT Yy HampsMKy
BHUCOKOCHTPOITIHHHUX CIUIABIB JIEMOHCTPYE MOKPAIICHHS EIeKTPOXIMIUYHMX BIACTHBOCTEH,
noi6Ho, stk st TBepanX po3uuHiB SMNis My, M = In Tta In + Sn [20].

Tb L series

S0pm

Ni K series

Tb L series

E.}.

Ni K series

6 (Thyo,1Nizg,g)

Puc. 4. EneMeHTHHIT pO3IIOALT 1O MOBEPXHI MONIKPUCTATIYHOTO 3paska Thy,Nizg 110 (a)
Ta Micas TixpyBaHHst (6)
Fig. 4. Elemental mapping on the Th,,Nizg polycrystalline sample surface before (a)
and after hydrogenation (b)



B. Hutka, B. KopaaH, |. Tapactok, B. MNaBntok
142 ISSN 2078-5615. BicHuk JlbBiBCbKOTO YHiIBEpcuTeTy. Cepisa ximivHa. 2023. Bunyck 64

YHacmaoK eneKTPOXiMIYHOTO TiApyBaHHS BiZOYBA€ThCS 130TPONHE 301TbIICHHS
mapaMerpiB  KOMipku. 3MiHa mapamerpiB KoMmipku s OiHapuoi dasm  o-ThNiz y
JIBOKOMIIOHEHTHOMY CIUIaBi CTaHOBUTH @ = 4,9498(3)—4,955(1) A, ¢ =24,126(3)—24,18(1) A,
V = 511,93(7)—514,2(3) A®. Tapamerpu xomipku a-Th,NizMg, (X =0,2) 3MiHIOIOTbCA TaK:
a=4,9560(4)—4,9617(8) A, ¢=24,190(3)—24,221(6) A, V =514,56(9)—516,4(2) A>. Jlnx
YOTHPHKOMIIOHEHTHOTO ~ CIIaBy ~ 3MiHa  mapamerpiB:  a=4.9520(7)—4,9677(8) A,
c=24,173(8)—24,275(6) A,V = 513,3(2)—518,8(2) A>.

i -
SEM HV: 25.0 kV WD: 17.78 mm
View field: 138 pm Det: SE, BSE
SEM MAG: 2.00 kx Date{midly): 10/28/22

¢ . )
SEM HV: 25.0 kv WD: 17.72 mm
View field: 138 ym Det: SE, BSE
SEM MAG: 2.00 kx Date{m/dly): 10/28722 Ivan Franko National University of Lviv

Puc. 5. CEM-306paxeHHs MoNiKpHUCTaIiqHOro 3paska ThyyNizs sMgyzs 1o (a)
Ta Mmichs TixpyBaHHs (6)
Fig. 5. SEM-images of the Th,Niz;ssMg, s polycrystalline sample before (a)
and after hydrogenation (b)
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Puc. 6. EneMeHTHHII pO3I0/iI 0 OBEPXHI MOJIIKpUCTATIYHOTO 3pa3ka Thy,Nizs sMgy s 10 (a)
Ta Mmichs TixpyBaHHs (6)
Fig. 6. Elemental mapping on the Tb,,Nizs sMg, 5 polycrystalline sample surface before (a)
and after hydrogenation (b)



B. Hutka, B. KopaaH, I. Tapactok, B. Nasntok
144 ISSN 2078-5615. BicHuk JlbBiBCbKOTO YHiIBEpcuTeTy. Cepisa ximivHa. 2023. Bunyck 64

099 —  ThyNins

e Tb22Ni75.5Mg2.5
0.84 ——Tb2NinLi2sMgas
0.7

T T T T T T o T
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200
Cn, MA-TOI/T

Puc. 7. Bubpani 3apsani ta po3psagsi kpusi 111 XJIEE 3 enekrpogamu
Ha OCHOBI JIOCIIPKCHUX CILIaBiB
Fig. 7. Selected charge and discharge curves for battery prototypes with electrodes
on the basis of studied alloys

4. BUCHOBKH

Ha ocHoBi GiHapHoi croiyku a-Th;Ni; yTBOpIOEThCS OOMEKECHUI TBEpAUil PO3UHH
3aMileHHs Mardito 10 8 atr. %. 3aMileHHs HIKeI0 Ha MarHiid 4u cTaTucTHyHy cyminr (Li
ta MQ) cnipuunHsie 3pocTaHHs mapameTpiB KOMIpKH. KOMNO3WTHI €NeKTpoau Ha OCHOBI
criaBiB Thy,Nizg, ThyNizssMgys Ta ThpNizsliz sMJ, s MicTaTe a8i Mmomudikarii dasu 3i
crexiomerpiero 2:7 (CT Ce;Ni;, III' P6s/mmc ta CT Gd,Co;, III' R-3m) i ¢dazy 3i
crexiomerpiero 1:5 (CT CaCus, III' P6/mmm). EmexTpomHi MaTepiagd Ha OCHOBI IHMX
CIJIaBIB XapakTepu3yloTbcst eMmHictio 159, 171 Tta 180 wMAllrom/r. Ilix wac
EJIEKTPOXIMIUHHUX TPOIIECIB BiIOYBAETHCSI 3MEHIICHHS PO3MIpPIB YaCTUHOK €JIEKTPOIAHOTO
Mmarepiany. [Ipomecu amopdizaiii NpOSBISIOTECS Yy TOSBI rajio Ha JudpakTorpamax Ta
3MiHI MOpoIIorii HOBEpXHI 3epeH.
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ELECTROCHEMICAL HYDROGENATION OF ALLOYS BASED
ON Tb;Ni; DOPED WITH LITHIUM AND MAGNESIUM

V. Nytka’, V. Kordan, I. Tarasiuk, V. Pavlyuk

Ivan Franko National University of Lviv,
Kyryla i Mefodiya Str., 6, 79005 Lviv, Ukraine
e-mail: vitalii.nytka@Inu.edu.ua

The a-Th,Ni; Mgy solid solution was investigated by X-ray powder diffraction, scanning
electron microscopy, energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy. Hydrogen sorption ability of composite
alloys ThyyNizg, ThyoNizssMgos and ThyyNizsLiosMgas was investigated using electrochemical
hydrogenation. The alloys were synthesized by arc melting of pure components (5 wt. % excess of Li
and Mg) under purified argon atmosphere. Morphology of the studied alloys surface was investigated
using scanning electron microscope TESCAN Vega3 LMU. Quantitative composition of the samples
was studied using Oxford Instruments energy-dispersive X-ray analyzer.

The binary compound Tb,Ni; is characterized by a polymorphism. There are room-
temperature phase a-Th,Ni; (structure type Ce,Ni;, space group P6s/mmc) and high-temperature
phase S-Th,Ni; (structure type Gd,Coy, space group R-3m). Phase analysis showed the formation of
three electrochemical phases with Ce,Niz-, Gd,Co;- and CaCus-type structure. Substitutions of Ni
atoms by Mg or the statistical mixture of Li and Mg causes an increase of the unit cell parameters.
The studied Thy,Nizg, Th2oNizssMg, 5 and Thy,NizsLiz sMg, s alloys as electrode materials in nickel-
metal hydride batteries are characterized by discharge capacities of 159, 171 and 180 mA-h/g,
respectively. As a result of electrochemical hydrogenation, there is an isotropic increasing of the unit
cell parameters. The unit cell parameters change for the a-Th,Ni; compound after hydrogenation is:
a = 4.9498(3)—4.955(1) A, ¢ = 24.126(3)—24.18(1) A, V = 511.93(7)— 514.2(3) A% the change for the
a-ThyNiz Mg, (x = 0,2) solid solution is: a = 4.9560(4)— 4.9617(8) A, ¢ = 24.190(3)—24.221(6) A,
V = 514.56(9)—516.4(2) A®. Four-component phase a-Th,NizoLikMg, (x = 0.2) demonstrates the biggest
increase of the unit cell parameters: a = 4.9520(7)—4.9677(8) A, ¢ = 24.173(8)—24.275(6) A,
V=5133(2)—518.8(2) A%,

Particle size of the electrode materials decreases during electrochemical processes.
Appearance of amorphous halo on X-ray powder patterns and a change of surface morphology
confirmed the electrode material amorphization processes.

Keywords: solid solution, X-ray diffraction, energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy,
electrochemical hydrogenation.
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