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MOJIIMOP®I3M BIHAPHOT'O IHTEPMETAJIIY Tb,Ni,.
PO3YUHHICTD JITIIO TA MATHIIO YV a-®A3I
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MeronamMu peHTreHiBChbKOI TUMPAKIil MOPOIIKY, PEHTTEeHIBCHKOTO (IIyOpECIEHTHOTO
aHaJi3y, CKaHYI0UO1 eNEeKTPOHHOT MIKPOCKOTIi Ta €HePTroAUCIIepCiiiHOT PeHTTeHIBCHKOT CIEKTPOCKOTIIT
JOCII/KCHO PO3YHMHHICT JIiTiF0 Ta MarHito y OinapHomy inrtepmertanini TbpNi;. I cmomyxka
XapaKTepU3yeThCs oMo hi3MOM: iCHYIOTh HU3bKOTEMITepaTypHa haza a-Th,Ni; (cTpykTypHHit THIT
Ce,Niy, mpocroposa rpymna P6;/mmc) ta Bucokotemmeparypsa S-ThoNiz (ctpykrypruii Taun Gd,Coz,
npocropoBa rpyma R-3m). Temneparypy ¢aszoBoro mepexony a-ThyNi; <=> f-Th,Ni; BusHaueno
nudepeHIifHIM TepMIYHUM aHani3oM, BoHa ctanoBuTh 931 °C. BUsBIEHO PO3YHHHICTH JITiIO Ta
MarHito B 000X Momudikamiax ¢aszm 3i crexioMmeTpiero 2:7, MpUIOMy OUIBLIY KUIBKICTH JIETYIOUHX
KOMIIOHEHTIB  po3unHsie o-ThyNi; 3  yTBOpeHHsM TBepaoro posuuHy  a-TbNizpLi.Mg,
(0 < x £0,5). 3amimeHHS HIKEIO HAa CTaTHCTUYHY CYMIMI JIITIFO Ta MArHil0 CIPHYUHSE 30UIbIICHHS
06’eMy enemeHTapHOi KOMipKkH (asu. Teepauii po3uns a-ThyNiz.,, Li,Mg, nepebyBae y piBHOBa3i 3
TBEpAUMH po3unHamu 3i cTpykrypamu Ttumy CaCus (mpoctopoBa rpyma P6/mmm) ta PuNi;
(mpoctopoBa rpyna R-3m). 3amimieHHsT HIKeI0 Ha CTATHCTHYHY CYyMIII JITIFO 1 Mardilo CIIpHYHHSIE
301IbLIEHHSI 00’ €My elleMeHTapHOT KOMIpKH (a3H.

Kniouosi  cnosa:  mommMopdisM,  TBepOWiA  PO3YMH, PEHTTEHIBChKA  TUPpaKIid,
€Hepro/incIiepCiiiHa peHTTeHIBChKa CIIEKTPOCKOTTIs.
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1. Beryn

Iurepmeraniuni cioyku cuctem R—Ni (R — pizkicHO3eMenbHUIA MeTal) € HiKaBUMU
JUTSL TOCITITHUKIB, OCKIJIBKM BOJIOMIIOTH YHIKATEHUMH ()i3UKO-XIMIYHHUMHU BIACTHBOCTSIMH,
30KpeMa MarHiTHHUMH, TiAPOreHCOpOLiHHMMH Ta KaTamTHYHUMH. OJHMM i3 OCHOBHHX
HampsIMiB ~ JIOCII/DKEHHST  iHTepMeTamifiB  cucteM R-Ni € iXHS TepCrneKTHBHICTh
BUKOPHUCTaHHS SIK €JIEKTPOJHHMX MarepiajiB sl METaIOTIAPUAHUX aKyMYJIATOpIiB 4n
MarepiaiiB AJIsl HAKOTTMYEHHS BOHIO. KprcTaniuHa CTpyKTypa CIIOJyKH TIOBHHHA BOJIOJITH
JIOCTaTHIM MDKAaTOMHHMM TIPOCTOPOM JUISI BKJIIOYEHHS aTOMIB MEHIIOTO pO3Mipy,
Hanpukiyan, [igporedy. s MpakTHYHOTO 3aCTOCYBaHHS IMOTPIOHO OTpUMAaTH Marepia,
3MaTHUI 10 000POTHOTO MPOIIECY IHTepKaNsLii-IeinTepKamii ['igporeHy 31 30epexeHHsIM
IUTICHOCTI KPUCTATIYHOI CTPYKTYpH PEYOBHHH Ta MaKCHMAJIbHO MOXKJIMBHM BMIIICHHSM
lNgporeny. Takok Ba)XTMBHMH € 1HEPTHICTh y CEpPENOBHINI €JEKTPONITYy Ta peakiiiifHa
3[IaTHICTH 32 IEBHUX YMOB.

binapui inTepmeraninm cknamy RpNi; kpucramizyloTbes y OBOX Moaudikariisx:
rexcaroHanpHii Ty Ce,Ni; Ta pom6oenpuuniii Tumy Gd,Co07, sKi MOXYTh CITiBiCHYBaTH y
IIMPOKOMY TemrieparypHomy iHTepBami [1-3]. Lli cnomyku mnepeOyBaroTb y piBHOBa3i 3
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¢azamu 3i criopigHennmu ctpykrypamu (tumy PuNiz ta CaCus), mo ycKiaaHioe aHaimi3
muppakmiiiaux macusiB. Ctpyktypsi Tamu PUuNis, ThoNigy, ThyZngs, CeyNi; ta Gd,Co; €
criopiiHeHuMu 10 “matepuHcbkoro” Tumy CaCus 1 MicTsITh OJHaKOBi (parmeHTH i3
JIOCTaTHIM pO3MipOM IYCTOT /UIsl BKJIIOYEHHS aToMiB ['i1poreHy, mo poOUTh X MpUIaTHIMH
JUIs HaKOMMYEHHS BOJHIO [4]. BUKOpHCTaHHS JIEryHOHOro KOMIIOHEHTa Ja€ MOXIIUBICTH
MO/M(IKyBaTH CTPYKTYPHI XapakTEpPUCTHUKH CIIOJIYKH Ta TIOKPAIIUTH (i3UKO-XIMIiuHI
BJIACTUBOCTI Marepiany [2—7]. Y momepemHiX HAmIMX MpAaIsX 3alporoHOBAaHO CIOCOOH
MOKPAIleHHs T IpOreHCcopOLIHHIX XapaKkTepPUCTUK TBEpIUX PO34HHIB 3i
crexiomerpiero 2:17 [8-10].

Iarepmeranin Tb,Ni; Ta #ioro momiMopdisM € MaTOJOCTIHKCHUMH, TOMY METa
HaIIoi CTAaTTI — BU3HAYUTU TeMIeparypy (pazoBOro nepexoay, MOKIMBICT YTBOPEHHS Ta
MPOTSHKHICT TBEPIOTO PO3UUHY JIITIIO 1 MarHito y GiHapHil ¢asi.

2. MaTepiaau Ta MeTOAMKA eKCIIEPUMEHTY

JBokoMnoHeHTHHH cmtaB  TDpNizg Ta 0araTOKOMIIOHEHTHI 3pa3Kd  CKIIaLy
TbyNizgoLi,Mg, (x = 1, 2, 3, 5 Ta 7) cHHTE3yBaIH KiJTbKapa3OBUM EJIEKTPOIYTOBHM
CIUTABIISTHHSIM MTPECOBAHOI IIMXTH METATIB BUCOKOI YHCTOTH B atMocdepi aprony. Yucrora
BUXITHUX METaliB JJIs CHHTE3Yy cTaHOBWiIa moHax 99,9 mac. % OCHOBHOTO KOMIIOHEHTA.
Jns 3amobiraHHs BTpaTH JITIIO0 Ta MArHIIO MiJ 9ac €IeKTPOIYyTrOBOTO CIUIABIISHHS IIMXTY
TOTyBalNM i3 Ha/umMImKoM 5 Mac. % Big po3paxoBaHOi MacH JIETKOTO KOMIIOHEHTa.
l'omoreHnizamiro oAep)KaHWX 3pa3KiB MPOBOAWIIM IIISAXOM BIIIMATIOBAHHA CIUIABIB Y
BaKyyMOBAaHUX KBapLOBUX ammynax 3a Temmepatypu 400 °C mpoTsSroM IBOX MICSIIB Y
Mydenpriit edi MIT-60 6e3 rapryBanHs y xonoaHiil Boai. Da30oBuiA CKIa CHHTE30BaHUX
3pa3KkiB KOHTPOJIIOBATHN peHTreHorpadivHo. Bu3HaUeHHS SKICHOTO 1 KiJBKICHOTO CKIIamy
CIJIaBiB MPOBOAMIM 32 JOIOMOIOK CHEKTPAJIbHUX METOJIB: PEHTIeH(IyOpECIEHTHOTO
ananmizy Ha crektpomerpi ElvaX Pro, ckanyrouoi emekrponHoi Mikpockormii (CEM) Ta
eHeproAucrepciiHoi peHTreHiBebkoi ciekrpockomnii (E/IPC) Ha enekTpoHHOMY MiKpOCKOTI
Tescan Vega3 LMU i3 cucremoro Oxford Instruments Aztec ONE Ta merektopom
X-Max"20. Macuu PEHTIeHIBCbKHX JaHUX ojiepKyBaiu Ha nudpakromerpi [JPOH-2.0M
(20°<260<100°). J[nsa asoBoro aHamily 3paskiB IUPpPAKTOrpamMu, OJEeprKaHi
€KCIIePUMEHTANIFHO, TTOPIBHIOBAJIM 3 TEOPETHYHUMHU MudpakTorpamMaMu, OTPUMaHUMH 3a
nornomororo mporpamu PowderCell [11]. YTouHeHHs mapamerpiB eJIeMEHTapHHUX KOMIipOK
NPOBOIWJIM METOJOM HaWMeHInX KBaiparie y mnporpami LATCON [12]. [lns
J(epeHIIiifHOr0 TepPMIYHOTO aHaji3y 3pa3KiB BHKOPHUCTOBYBAIM TepMoaHaiizarop STA
PT1600. 3 wmieto Mmeroro 3pazok macow ~0,25 T, NOMINEHUH y KOPYHJOBHU THIeElb,
HarpiBaJid B CEPENOBHUII aproHy MiJBHIIEHO! YUCTOTU. J[JIs BU3HAUEHHS Ta KOHTPOJIO
TeMmIeparypu 3actocoByBanu Pt—Rh tepmomnapy, moxubka BUMIpIOBAaHHS TeMIIEpaTypH He
nepesuiyBana +0,5 °C.

3. Pe3yabTaTH 10CaiKEeHHb Ta iX 00r0BOpeHH

3riiHO 3 pe3yibTaTaMHl PEHTTEHIBCHKOTO (IIyOPECLEHTHOTO aHami3y 3arajbHui
CKJIQJl CHHTE30BaHMX CIUIaBIB J0Ope KOPENIE 3i CKIagoM MIMXTH. MoJbHe
croiBBimHomrendst  TH/Ni/Mg  crawmosuts  21,3/78,7/0, 22,7/76,1/1,2, 22,5/74,9/2,6,
22,9/72,9/4,2 1a 22,5/71,1/6,4 msa x =0, 1, 2, 3 ta 5, BignmosiaHo (puc. 1).

3rimHo 3 miarpamoro crany cuctemu Tb—Ni [4] Ginapuuit intepmeramin Th,Ni;
YTBOPIOETHCSI 3a TEPUTEKTHYHOIO peakiiiero 3a 1284 °C: L + TbNis <=> Th,Ni-.
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CrabinpHOI0 32 KIMHATHOI TEMIIepaTypH € TeKcaroHaiabHa Qasa (mpocroposa rpyma (I1I)
P6s/mmc), a 3a Bumux temmeparyp — pombOoeapudna (I R-3m), omHak Temmeparypy
(ha30BOTO IEepexoAy He BU3HAUCHO. 3 JITEpaTypH TAaKOX BiOMO, IO IS 130CTPYKTYPHHUX
(a3 06uaBi MoauGiKalii CHiBICHYIOTh Y IIMPOKOMY TEMIIEpaTypHOMY iHTEpBaJIi.

da30Buil aHAII3 HEBIAMAIEHOTO 3pa3ka ckiaamy ThyNizg 3aCBiqUMB yTBOPEHHS ABOX
noniMopduux Momudikamiii ThoNiz; (y Oimbimiit kinekocti Oyma a-(asa) Ta CIiZoBHX
KipKOCTeH pomimkoBux a3 3i crexiomerpiero 1:3 i 1:5. Bimman 3paskiB 3a 400 °C
HPOTATOM JIBOX MICAILIB JIMIIE 3MEHIIMB BMICT JomimkoBux ¢a3 1:3 rta 1:5. Ilicns
tepMmiunHoro Bignaiay 3a 600 °C 3 HAaCTYNHHM TapTyBaHHSM y XOJIOJHIM BOMAI TaKOX
BUSIBJICHO CIIBICHYBaHHs JBOX Mojaudikaiii. Ile ¥ mociayryBago MoTHBAIi€l0 HNPOBECTH
mudepenuiiinuit tepmiunmii ananiz (JITA) 3paskis.
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Puc. 1. PenrrenoguyopecuenTHi criekrpu 1uist cruiaBiB Thy,Nizg o LiMg,, x = 1 (a); 2 (6); 3 (6); 5 (2)
Fig. 1. X-ray fluorescent spectra for Th,,Nizg.«Li.Mg, alloys,x = 1 (a); 2 (b); 3(c); 5 (d)



B. Hutka, B. KopaaH, I. Tapactok Ta iH.
ISSN 2078-5615. BicHuk JlbBiBCbKOro yHiBepcuteTy. Cepis ximiyHa. 2022. Bunyck 63 77

Ha puc. 2 300pakeHO KpHBi HATpiBaHHS Ta OXOJOKEHHS IS 3paska Thy,Nizg. Ha
pUC. 2, @ 37aMH BiJNOBIJAIOTH PI3HUM IIBHIKOCTSM HArpiBaHHA Ta OXOJIOKCHHS: B
inTepBam Ttemmeparyp 25-500°C mBuakicte cranoBmwra 20 °C/xB; B iHTepBaii
500-600 °C — 10 °C/xB; 3 700 no 1 000 °C — 5 °C/xB. 3a MOBUIEHOTO HarpiBaHHS
MIPOCTEKYEMO TIOSBY TIiKa HEBENMKOI IHTEHCHBHOCTI 3a Temmeparypun 931 °C, mo
xapaktepusye moniMopdHe meperBoperns a-Th,Ni; <=> f-Th,Ni;. Ha mudpaxrorpami
3paska micis mposeneHHs JITA 6Gaunmo, IO CITiBBiJHOMmIEHHsS KimbkocTed a-ThyNiz i
S-ThyNi; 3minnIOCS HE3HAYHO, y BOMY BHIAAKY IXHs KiJBKICTh MPAaKTHYHO OJHAKOBA.
Ilapamerpu KOMipku BHCOKOTeMIepaTypHoi dasu S-Th,Ni; cranopnsats: a = 4,9535(6) A,
c=36,250(5) A, V=770,3(2) A®,
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Puc. 2. Kpua JITA muis 3paska Thy,Nizg B inrepsaii 25-1 000 °C (a); 700-1 000 °C (6)
Fig. 2. DTA curve for the sample Th,,Nizg in the range 25-1 000 °C (a); 700-1 000 °C (b)

Ha puc. 2, 6 300paxeHo 30unbleHHH (pparMeHT TepMorpamMmu 3a YMOBHU IIBHJKOCTI
HarpiBy Ta oxoJjokeHHs 5 °C/xB. ['0J0BHOI NMPUYMHOK HU3bKOI IHTEHCHBHOCTI IiKa Ha
kpuBiit JITA € nudyzilini oOmexenHs neperBopeHHs ¢a3. Lle o3nauae, mo moniMmopdue
MepEeTBOPEHHS] MOXKe OyTH BOJHOYAC 1 TeMIepaTypHUM, i KOHIIEHTpalidiHuM. Y Tparsx
[13-15] 3asHaueHo, w0 (ha3oBuil mepexim BiAOYBA€ThCS JAOCHTH  TOBUIBHO i
HU3bKOTEMIIepaTypHa (ha3za € 4acTKOBO Je(EeKTHOIO 3a BMICTOM JIAHTAHOIAy, TOOTO IUist
nepexofy y f-¢a3zy norpiOHo 301IbIINTH KOHIEHTPALIIO PiIKICHO3eMEIBHOIO METay, 1110,
3p03yMiJIO, Y TBEPJIOMY CTaHi € HEMOXJIMBAM. Y JOCTaTHHO MajioMy 00’eMi TBepoi (asm,
CyMipHOMY 3 00’€MaMH 3€peH, uepe3 HHU3bKe 3HaueHHs AU(y3ii HEMOXIMBO IOBHICTIO
3piBHOB&KMTH KOHIIEHTpAIlii KOMIIOHEHTIB, 00 (a30Buii mepexix 6yB 000pOTHUM.

IcHyBaHHS 3epeH 3i CKJIagaMu, ONM3BKUMH 3a CTexioMmeTrpiro a0 2:7, Mu
MPOCTEKYBAIU 11 YOTHPUKOMITOHEHTHOTO crutaBy TDhpNizgLi;Mg;. OcHoBHa cipa da3za
Mae cknag Thy 1Nizz1MQy s, Tomi sik memo CBiTNIIN MISTHKA TOPYd — T2 7Nize sMo o
(puc. 3), mi0 xapakrepu3sye aABa TBepAi po3unHu: a- i f-Th,Niz o Li,Mg,. Perrrenodasopuii
anani3 ta EJIPC 3paskiB (puc. 3) moka3saiu, 1110, KpiM OCHOBHOT (hasu 3i ctexiomerpiero 2:7,
€ (basm 3i crexiomerpieto 1:3 ta 1:5. Y 3pasky ckinany Tb,yNigsLi;Mg; BUsiBIEHO yTBOpEHHS
Oinmpioi kinbkocti dasu 31 crpykryporo thiy CaCus Ta HEBeIHMKOi KUIBKOCTI HiJbOBOTO
npoayKTy 3i ctpykTyporo Tuny Ce,Ni;. Po3unHHiCTh Martiroo y mux ¢asax He MepeBHIye
6—7 at. % (3rigHo 3 pesyiabratamu EJIPC).
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Puc. 3. CEM-300paenns ta pesyibratd EJIPC cruasis ThyyNizgoLiMg, x=0,1,2,315
Fig. 3. SEM-images and results of EDX of the alloys Thy;Nizg oLiMg,, x=0, 1,2, 3and 5
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AHai3 ojiep)KaHUX PEe3yJbTaTiB Ja€ MiJICTaBU NPHUITYCKATH, 110 YTBOPEHUH TBEpAHit
po3unt a-ThyNiz,,Li,Mg, mictuts ctatuctrany cymint (Ni, Li, Mg). 3HauHa BiAMIHHICTb B
ATOMHHX pajliycax KOMIIOHCHTIB 3yMOBIIOE HEBEIUKY MPOTSHKHICTE Horo obmacri
TOMOTE€HHOCTI. MoJiesTb TBEPIOT0 PO3UMHY 3aMill[eHHS 100pe Y3roJUKYEThCS 3 €JIEMEHTHUM
CKJIaZIOM Ta 3MIHOIO TapaMeTpiB €JIeMEHTapHOI KOMIpPKH, SIKi MOCTYIIOBO 301JIbIIYIOThHCS
BHACTIIOK JIETYBaHHS iHTEpMETANiYHOi crmodyku a-ThpNi; mitiem Ta MarHiem
(a = 4,9498(3) — 4,9588(4) A, ¢ = 24,126(3) — 24,152(5) A, V = 511,93(7)— 514,34(10) A%) [16].
I'pannuHuMii ckmag TBepaoro po3uuny a- Th,Niz.o Li,Mg, € 3a x = 0,5.

3MiHy MapamerpiB eJIeMEHTapHOi KOMIpKM Ta 00’eMy B Mexax o0uacTi
TOMOI€HHOCTI HaBeleHO Ha puc. 4. HeniHiHWIA XapakTep 3aJeKHOCTI IOSICHIOIOTH
OJITHOYACHUM 3aMIIlEHHsIM HIKEJII0 Ha MarHii Ta jitid. Hesenuka po3uyMHHICTD S-€JIEMEHTIB
y OiHapHOMY IHTEpPMETaJi/li 3 BUCOKUM BMICTOM HIKeJIO JI0Ope KOpEIoE 3 pe3ysibTaraMu
nocmimkens TBepaux po3uuHiB TONizxMy [9, 10]. V¥V Bumamky ¢a3z TbyNigzCoyx
MPOCTEKYBAIOCH YTBOPEHHS HETIEPEPBHOTO PsIY TBEPAUX po3uuHiB [17].
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Puc. 4. 3mina mapaMeTpiB KOMIpKH y MeXax iICHyBaHHS TBEpIOTO
pozunnya-Th,Niz_o,Li, Mgy (x = 0-0,5)
Fig. 4. Unit cell parameters change within the a-Th,Ni;.,, Li,Mgy (x = 0-0.5) solid solution

4, BUCHOBKH

3a normoMororo JMQepeHIiiHOTO TepMIYHOTO aHaTi3y BU3HAYEHO TEMIIEparypy
i Th,Ni:

(a3oBOrO  TEpexomy  Mixk

ZIBOMa

MoaudikarisMu

OiHapHOI  CIIOTYKH
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HU3BKOTEMIIEpATypHOIO  a-(aszoto  (ctpyktypuuii tum  Ce;Ni;, TII P6i/mmc) Ta
BHCOKOTEMIIepaTypHoo f-thaszoro (ctpykrypuuii Tun Gd,Co, I[1I" R-3m), siki criBiCHYIOTh Y
HIMPOKOMY TeMIleparypHoMy iHTepBaini. [lonmiMopdHe mnepeTBOpeHHsI BiOyBaeTbes 3a
temriepatrypu 931 °C. B 000x wmoaudikamisx OiHApHOrO IHTEpMETaliay BHUSBICHO
PO3YHMHHICTD JIITIFO Ta MarHito, MPUYOMY OiIbIIly KUIBKICTh S-€JIEeMEHTIB pO3uuHsE a-(a3a.
3a pe3ynpTataMu PEHTIeHO(A30BOr0 Ta CIIEKTPAJIbHUX METOMIB aHaji3y 3’sICOBAaHO, IO
BHACIIITOK JIETYBaHHs JiTiEM i MarHieMm OiHapHOi ¢asu a-Th,Ni; yTBOPIOEThCSI 0OMEKEHHIA
TBepMit posunH 3amimenns a-Th,Niz.oLi,Mg, (0 <x <0,5). Moro HeBenMKy MPOTSHKHICTH
3YMOBIIIOE 3HAa4YHA BIJIMIHHICTh B aTOMHHUX pajliycax €JEeMEHTIB. 3aMillleHHs HIKEeN0 Ha
craructiyHy cymim Li Ta M@ mnpuBOAMTE 10 HETiHIHOTO 3pOCTaHHS TMapameTpiB
€JIEMEHTAPHOT KOMIipKH.
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POLYMORPHISM OF THE Th,Ni; BINARY COMPOUND.
SOLUBILITY OF LITHIUM AND MAGNESIUM IN a-PHASE

V. Nytka", V. Kordan, I. Tarasiuk, O. Zelinska, V. Pavlyuk

Ivan Franko National University of Lviv,
Kyryla i Mefodiya Str., 6, 79005 Lviv, Ukraine
e-mail: vitalii.nytka@Inu.edu.ua

The solubility of lithium and magnesium in the binary intermetallic compound Th,Ni; and its
polymorphism were investigated by X-ray powder diffraction, X-ray fluorescent spectroscopy,
scanning electron microscopy and energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy. The alloys for investigation
were synthesized by arc melting of pure components taken in stoichiometric composition with the
exception of Li and Mg which were taken in excess of 5 wt. % under purified argon atmosphere and
further annealing at 400 °C for two months in sealed evacuated silica tubes. Morphology of the alloys
surfaces was studied using scanning electron microscope TESCAN Vega3 LMU. Quantitative
compositions of the powders were established using Oxford Instruments energy-dispersive
X-ray analyser (Aztec ONE system). X-ray fluorescent spectroscopy (spectrometer ElvaX Pro) was
used for investigation of the integral composition of the alloys. X-ray phase analysis was carried out
on powder data obtained on diffractometer DRON-2.0M (FeK,-radiation).

We confirmed that the Th,Ni; binary compound exists in two polymorphic modifications:
low-temperature a-Tb,Ni; (structure type Ce,Ni;, space group P6s/mmc) and high-temperature
S-ThyNiy (structure type Gd,Co;, space group R-3m). The phase transition a-Th,Ni; <=> S-Th,Ni;
according to the results of differential thermal analysis occurs at 931 °C. The solubility of lithium and
magnesium is observed in both modifications however it is larger in a-phase. Substitution of
Ni-atoms by the statistical mixture of Li and Mg in a-Tb,Ni; and formation of the solid solution
a-ThyNi;z_»,Li,Mgy (x = 0-0.5) causes an increase of the unit cell parameters. This solid solution is in
equilibrium with the CaCus-type (space group P6/mmm) and PuNiz-type (space group R-3m) phases.

Keywords: polymorphism, solid solution, X-ray diffraction, energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy.
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