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KPUCTAJIIYHA CTPYKTYPA HOBOI'O
TEPHAPHOTI'O AJIIOMIHIZAY ErAgo77Al2.23
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PeHTreHOCTPYKTYPHUM METOJIOM TOJIKPHCTalla BHBUCHO KPHCTANIYHY CTPYKTYpy HOBOTO
TepHapHoro amoMmininy ErAgo77Alz23: mpocropoBa rpyma R-3m, cumson Ilipcona hR36,
crpykrypuuit Tunt PuNis, a = 0,55049(1) um, ¢ = 2,61415(6) um, R; = 0,0450; Rp = 0,0314; wRp =
0,0430. ¥V cTpyKTypi CIOIYKH MPOCTEKYETHCS YaCTKOBE BIOPSAKYBAHHS y PO3TAIlyBaHHI aTOMIB
MEHIIOTO pO3Mipy, 30KpeMa, NpaBHIbHA CHCTEMa TOYOK Oc IOBHICTIO 3aifHATa aToMamMH Ag,
HATOMICTh y mo3uilisx 3b ta 18h mictureest cratuctiyna cymim atomiB Ag i Al. HoBuii amomiHiz
nepebyBae y TepMOAMHAMIUHIN piBHOBA3i i3 TepHapHUME criodykamu ErAgzsAlzs (cTpykrypa Ty
DyAQ2,4Al26) Ta ErsAgizAlsg (ctpykrypa Tumy YbsCui7Alsg).
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1. Beryn

B3aemopis antoMiHiio 3 nepexiHUMU 1 pigkicHo3eMeabHuMH MeTanamu (P3M) He €
MOBHICTIO BUBYeHOK. Cepexn moTpiitHux cucteM 3 P3M iTpieBOi MiArpymH CHCTEMaTHIHO
BuBueHO 1’sath. Y-AQ-Al [1], Gd-Ag-Al [2], Tb-Ag-Al [3], Dy—Ag-Al [4] i Ho-Ag-Al [5].
Jis nmx cucteM MOOYIOBaHO i30TEpMidHI Mepepi3d miarpaMm cTaHy 3a temmneparypu 500
a6o 600 °C Ta BUSABICHO YTBOPEHHS BiJ IIECTH JO BOCBMHU TEPHAPHHUX AaTIOMIHINIB Y
KOKHIA i3 mochimkeHMx cucreM. Iumi cumcremm LNn-Ag-Al, me Ln — Baxkuit
piaKicCHO3eMeNbHHI MeTall, BUBYAIIM JIMILIE 3 METOK CHHTE3y OKPEMUX TepHApHHX CIIOIYK
Ta BU3HAYEHHS TXHIX KPUCTAJTIYHUX CTPYKTYD.

VYV cucremi Er-Ag-Al croromi BimomMo TpO ICHYBaHHS TPHOX TEPHAPHUX
amoMiHimiB: Eri75A0g1Als» 3 rekcaronansioro ctpykryporo tumy ThyNisz [6], ErsAgizAlag
3 TETParoHaILHOK CTPYKTyporo Tumy YhgCuizAlsg [7] Ta ErAg2sAlzs 3 rekcaroHanbHONO
crpykrypoto tuiy DyAQzsAlre [8], mpuuomy mis KomHOT i3 IMX CHONYyK He OyIo
MOBHICTIO BHMBYEHO pO3MOJII aTOMiB Yy KpHCTaJorpaiyHUX MO3UIAX, HATOMICTh Y
JiTepaTypi HaBEJCHO JIMIIE IapaMeTpH eJIEMEHTAPHUX KOMIpOK Ta 3a3Ha4€HO HaHOiIbLI
IMOBIpHHUIT CTPYKTYPHUH THIT VTSl LUX CITOJYK.

Ilin wac cHUCTEMaTHYHOTO MJOCIHIIPKEHHS B3a€MOJii KOMIIOHEHTIB Yy MOTpiHHIN
cuctemi Er—Ag-Al 3a temneparypu 600 °C BHsABICHO HOBY TE€PHApHY CIOJYKY CKJIALy
ErAgo77Al223, pe3ynbTaTd BHBYEHHS KPUCTATIYHOI CTPYKTYpH SIKOi € MpPenIMeToM Iiei
myOmikartii.
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2. Marepiaau Ta METOIHKA eKCIIEPHMEHTY

Sk BUXiZHI Marepianu Uil CUHTE3Y 3pa3KiB BUKOPHUCTOBYBAIM KOMIIAKTHI METaIH
TaKol YMCTOTH (Mac. 4acT. OCHOBHOTO KOMITOHeHTa): epOiit (0,9999, Alfa—Aesar, Johnson
Matthey Company), cpi6mo (0,9995), amominiii (0,9999). HaBaxkku cruiaBis
po3paxoByBayu Ha 0,6 T 3arampHOi Macu MHUXTH. {7 CHHTE3y CIUIaBiB MIMAaTOYKH TPHOX
KOMIIOHCHTIB, 3Ba&XEHI Yy BIAMOBITHOMY CHIBBIZHOIICHHI, CIUIABISUIN B €IIEKTPOAYTOBii
medi 3 BONB(GPAMOBHM EJEKTPOJOM, IO HE BHTPAYaeThCHA, HA MIiTHOMY IO,
OXOJIO/KYBAHOMY TPOTOYHOI0 BOJOI0, B iHEpTHiN aTMocdepi oummmenoro aprony (Ti-
rerep). Jas nminmoi romoreHizaumii cIUIaBM IepeBepTanyd Ha JApYrui OIK 1 IIOBTOPHO
MeperviaBisuin. [ OMOreHi3yBalbHUI BiANag OJep)KaHUX CIUIAaBIB BHUKOHYBAIH Y
BaKyyMOBaHHX KBaplOBHX amirysiax 3a Temneparypu 600 °C Brnponosx He MeHm Hixk 700
rog. CrmaBu rapTyBajd y XOJNIOOHIM Boai, He po30OuBatoun ammyi. Ckiag 3paskiB
KOHTPOJIIOBAJIM 3Ba)KyBaHHAM. JSIKIIO BTpaTH IiJ Yac CHHTE3Y 1 BiANAIIOBaHHS HE
nepeBuinyBand 2 % BiJ MacH BHXIJTHUX KOMITOHEHTIB, TO CKJIaJ 3pa3Ka BBa)kajld TaKUM,
110 30iraeThes 31 CKIaI0M IIUXTH.

PentreniBcpkuii  (a3oBUil Ta CTPYKTypHHI aHaNmi3 CHHTE30BaHUX 3pa3KiB
BUKOHYBAIM 3a JH(PpPAKTOrpaMaMH MOJIKPUCTANIYHHUX 3pasKiB, OTPHMaHHMH 32
JIOTIOMOTOI0 aBTOMaTHYHOTO MOPOIIKOBOro mudpaxromerpa Huber Imaging Plate Guinier
Camera G670 (BindinsrpoBane CuK -BunpomintoBanns, A = 0,154056 um; Mexi nmomipy
kyTa 20 3,503 <26 <99,99°; xpok 0,01° kyTa 26, yac ckanyBaHHs B TouIli 250 c).

VYci oOumciieHHs, TOB’s3aHI 3 YTOYHCHHAM IapaMeTpiB eJIEMEHTAPHUX KOMIpOK
CIOJIYK, a TAaKOXK KOOPJAWHAT, KOC(]Ili€HTIB 3aMOBHCHHS MO3MIIIN 1 apaMeTpiB TEIIOBOIO
3MILIEHHS aTOMIB Yy KpHUCTAIIYHUX CTPYKTYpax TEpHAPHUX CIIOJNYK, BHUKOHYBAJH
noBHONPO(diapHUM MeToaoM PitBenbaa [9] 3a JOMOMOror KOMILIEKCY MpOrpam Juis
(azosoro i crpykrypHoro ananizy WinCSD [10].

3. Pe3ynbTaTH 10C]iKeHHS T IX 00rOBOpeHHS

Hdudpakrorpamu  Bimmamennx mnpu 600 °C  cmmaBiB  BHXIZHHX  CKJIAJIiB
Ero25A0020Aloss Ta ErppsAgoi7Aloss MicTHIM OXHAKOBI BiAOUTTS TosoBHOI (as3u, siKi
YCIIIIHO MPOIHISKCYBAIU B poMOoeapuuHiii cuHroHii (mpocroposa rpymna (I1I) R-3m) 3
nmapamMeTpamMH eJIeMEHTapHUX KOMIpOK, SKi HaBeIeHO B TaOi. 1. AHami3 niTepaTypHHX
JAaHUX 3aCBIAYUB, IO MOMIOHI BETMYWHU €IIEMEHTapHOI KOMipKH IpUTaMaHHI TepHAPHIM
a.HIOMiHiJ:[aM GdsAngh [2], Y3Ang|7 [1, ll], TbAgo,gA|2,1 [3], HOAgo,73A|2,27 [5] Ta
YbAQo7Alzz [12], siki matoTe Kpuctamiubi crpykrypu Tumy PuNiz (y pasi cmoayk 3
TepbieM, rombMieM Ta iTepbiem) abo foro ymopsimkoBanoi HagacTpykTypu Tumy CazsCuzAly
(y pasi cmonyk 3 itpiem ta ramoriniem). Croci6 posranryBaHHs JiHiil TONOBHOI (a3 Ha
Judpakrorpamax 3a3HaueHUX 3pa3KiB Ta IXHI IHTEHCHBHOCTI MiTBEP/KYBaJIH BHUCIIOBICHE
MPUITYIIEHHS PO HAJIEXKHICTh HOBOTO aJFOMIHIY JI0 IIbOTO CTPYKTYPHOI'O THILY.

JudpakrorpamMmu 000X CIDIABIB MICTHJIM TaKOXX JIHINE ITOOJUHOKI BiTOWTTS, IO
BIIMOBIJaJI HE3HAYHHUM JIOMIIIIKAM BiJIOMHX paHillle TepHapHUX amoMiHigiB ErAgssAlzs
ta ErgAgizAlsg, TOMy BHANOCS TMOBHICTIO YTOYHUTH KPHCTATIYHY CTPYKTYpPY HOBOTO
QIIOMIHIJly pEHTT€HOCTPYKTYPHHUM METO/IOM MOJIKpHCTaa.

YMOBH €KCIIEpUMEHTAILHOTO JOCIHIIKEHHS! CTPYKTYPH Ta YTOYHEHI HapaMeTpu
€JIEMEHTapHOI KOMIpHM HOBOI CHONYKH HaBegeHO B Tabm 1. Sk craptoBy MoOnenb
BUKOPHUCTAIN KOOPAMHATH aTOMIB Y KPUCTANIYHI CTPYKTypi TEpHAPHOTO AMIOMIHIIY iTPifo
Y3AQ2Al7, siky paHimie OBHICTIO BUBYEHO PEHTTEHOCTPYKTYPHUM MeTo0M mopomiky [10].
[licns yToyHEHHSA CTPYKTYpH HOBOI CHOIYKHM Ha pi3HUIlEBOMYy cuHTe3i Dyp’e HEe Oyio
BUSIBJICHO JIOJIATKOBUX MaKCHMYMIB €JI€KTPOHHOT I'YCTHHH.



0. XKak, O. Kapuyopr, T.lopeupbka Ta iH.
ISSN 2078-5615. BicHuk JIbBiBCbKOro yHiBepcuteTy. Cepis ximiyHa. 2021. Bunyck 62 63

Tabauys 1

Kpucranorpadiusi XapakTepUCTHKH Ta YMOBH YTOUHEHHSI CTPYKTYpH criotyku ErAgo77Al2,23

Table 1
Crystal data and structure refinement details for the compound ErAgo.77Al2.23

Buxinauii ckiiag 3pa3ka Ero,25Ad0,20Al0,55 | Ero,25Ago,17Alo0 58
Emmnipuuna dpopmyna ErAgo,77Al22311) a6o Er(Ago26Alo,74)3
CtpyKkTypHH TUII PuNis
TIpocropoBa rpymna R -3m
KinpkicTs ¢popMynsHEX OAUHHLE, Z Z=9
TTapamerpu eneMeHTapHOT KOMIpKH:

a, HM 0,55044(1) 0,55049(1)

C, HM 2,61829(4) 2,61415(6)

V, um® 0,68701(3) 0,68606(4)
OGuucieHa rycTuna, r/cm® 6,7528(3) 6,7619(4)
AGcopbuiiinuii koedimient, cM 944,78 946,00
Judpakromerp Guinier G670
BunpomiHioBaHHsI i JOBXKHUHA XBUITi, HM CuKa1, A=10,154056
KinpKicTb aTOMIB y KOMipIi/mo3uiiit 36/5
KinpkicTb mapamMeTpiB Ui yTOYHEHHS 10
20max 1 (Sine/)\.)max 100,30; 0,498
R-daxropu: Ri; Re; WRp 0,0480; 0,0314; 0,0430 | 0,0569; 0,0383; 0,0645

Kinnesi yTOYHEHI KOOpJUHATH aToOMIB, KoeQIIlieHTH 3aIIOBHEHHS

kpucranorpadiuaux mosunid atomamu Er, Ag Ta Al, a Takoxx mapameTrpu IXHBOTO
TEIUIOBOTO 3MIIICHHS B 130TPONMHOMY HAOJIMKCHHI HaBeIeHO B Taba. 2. Y MOCHiKeHiN
CTPYKTYpPi NPOCTEKYETHCS YaCTKOBE BIOPSAKYBAHHS Yy PO3TallyBaHHI aTOMIB MEHIIOTO
po3mipy, 30KpeMa, KpuctamorpadiuyHa mo3uilisi 6¢ MOBHICTIO 3aifHsTa JIHIIe aTOMaMu Ag,
HaToMicTh y mosuilisx 3b ta 18h mictuTbes cratuctuuHa cymimn atomiB Ag i Al 3
HepeBaKaHHSIM OCTaHHIX. BiAMOBiIHO, HE yTBOPIOETHCS BIOPSIKOBaHA HAJICTPYKTYpa THILY
CazCuyAly, sk y pasi cnonyk GdsAgAlr ta Y3AgAly, a peanizyersest Tum PuNis sk uis
amominigis  ThAQoeAlr1, HOAQo73Al27 Ta YDAQo7Alxs. Po3paxoBanuii cknan HOBOI
crionyku MoxkHa 3anmcatu  (dopmynamu  ErAge7zw)Ala2sn)y  abo  Er(Agdo2sAlo7a)s.
ExcnepuMeHTanpHa 1 TEOPETHYHO OOYMCIeHa JU(PAKTOrpaMH HOBOI  CIIONYKH
ErAgo77Al2 23 (puc. 1) 1o6pe y3romKyoThes Misk cO00K0.

OOunciieHN CKJIaJl HOBOTO aIIOMiHINy 30iraeThcs 3a pe3ysbTaTaMHM yTOYHEHHS
KoehilieHTIB 3amOBHEHHs Kpuctanorpadivaux mosuitiit 3b ta 18h atomamu crarucTranoi
CyMillli, OTpUMaHUMH 3a AU(pPaKTOrpaMaMy BUXIJHUX 3pasKiB 3 OUIBIIMM Ta 3 MEHIIUM
YMICTOM QJIIOMIHIiIO, IO 3aCBi4y€ BiJICYTHICTH MOMITHOI 00JacTi TOMOTEHHOCTI y Iii€i
¢dasu. Bapro 3asHaumth, 1m0 crpykrypa tamy PUNis y BCiX JOCTIKEHHX CHOTOIHI
cucremax Ln—Ag—Al peanizyeTscst y By3bKOMY KOHIIEHTPALIfHOMY iHTEpBaJli i MPaKTHIHO
3aBXK/JH XapaKTEePU3YETHCS CTATUM CKJIAJI0M.

MixaToMHi Bimaani y cTpykTypi amomininy ErAgo77Al223 (quB. Tabn. 3; HaBeaeHi y
Tabnuui Bijyani OOYMCIEHO 3a YTOYHEHHMMH KOOpAWHATAMH aTOMiB, OTPUMAaHHMMH JUIs
3pa3ka BHUXITHOro ckiamy Ero2sAgo20Aloss) mpakTHuHO 30iraloThesi 3 BiJMOBIZHUMH
CyMaMH aTOMHHX pajiyciB 4ucTHX KOMHOHeHTiB (Ier=0,1743 HM, rag = 0,1445 HM,
ra=0,1432 um [13]).
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Puc. 1. EkcriepuMenTansHa (To4kn) i po3paxoBana (JiHis) qudpakrorpamu croinyku ErAgo,77Alz 23 ta
pisuunesa giarpama (CuKqi-BHIIpOMiHIOBaHHST): & — JUIs 3pa3ka BUXiAHOTO ckiany Ero25Ago,20Al0,55;
b — nns 3paska BuxinHoro cxnany Ero,2sAgo,17Alo 58

Fig. 1. Experimental (dots) and calculated (lines) powder patterns of the compound ErAgo.77Al2.23
and difference diagram (CuKas-radiation): a — for the sample with the starting composition
Ero.25Ago.20Alos5; b — for the sample with the starting composition Ero.2sAgo.17Alo.ss

MakcumanbHe CKOpOYEHHS  BiJJlaJied, sKe IPOCTEeXYEThCS MK aToMaMu
cratuctuyHol cymimi M1 ta M2 (8=0,2682(2) HM), He mepeBuinye 7 % Big cymu
METaJIeBUX PaAiyCiB apreHTyMy Ta afOMiHI0, IO € CBIAYEHHSIM METaJeBOTO THUITY 3B’ SI3KYy
y CTIOYII.

Ipoekiito KpUcTamiyHoi CTPYKTYpH airoMiHigxy ErAgoe77Alz 23 Ha mmommuy XY ta
KOOPAWHAIIHHI TOiepy aTOMiB HaBEJCHO Ha puc. 2.
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Tabauys 2

KoopauHatu i mapameTpu TEIIOBOTO 3MilllEHHsI aTOMIB Y CTpyKTypi Crionyku ErAgo77Al223
Table 2

Coordinates and isotropic displacement parameters (x10% nm?) of atoms
in the structure of the compound ErAgo.77Al2.23

Atomu | ICT | x/a [ yb ] z/c | Biso, aM?x10?
3pa3ok BuxigHoro ckaaxy Ero2sAgo20Aloss
Erl 3a 0 0 0 0,86(3)
Er2 6¢c 0 0 0,14241(3) 0,93(2)
Ag 6¢c 0 0 0,33539(4) 1,14(2)
M1 3b 0 0 1/2 1,66(11)

(0,901(4)Al + 0,099(4)Aqg)
M2 18h 0,1695(3) -X 0,41826(8) 1,19(4)
(0,965(1)Al + 0,035(1)Ag)
3pa3zok BuxigHoro ckaaxy Ero2sAgo17Aloss

Erl 3a 0 0 0 1,01(3)
Er2 6 0 0 0,14247(4) 107(3)
Ag 6 0 0 0.33592(6) 115(3)
M1
(0.940(4)Al + 0,060(4)Ag) P 0 0 172 1,09(15)
M2
0959l Lo0u Ay 180 016820 X 0,4182(1) 1,33(6)
Tabnuys 3

MixaTtomHi Bignaii (8, HM) Ta KOOpAMHALIKHI YUCIIa aTOMIB
y cTpyKTypi Crionyku ErAgo77Al2,23
Table 3
Interatomic distances (8, nm) and coordination numbers of atoms
in the structure of the compound ErAgo.77Al2.23

Atomu | Bimnani (5, 5m) | K4
~6Ag 0,3178(1)
Erl ~12M2 0,3538(2) 20
_2Er2 0,37286(8)
~6M2 0,3137(2)
—3M2 0,3185(2)
Er2 ~3M1 0,32408(2) 16
_3ER2 0,34225(4)
_1Er1 0,37286(8)
~3M2 0,2706(2)
—3Mm2 0,2761(2)
Ag ~3Erl 0,3178(1) 12
~ 3Ag 0,31798(1)
~6M2 0,2682(2)
M1 _6Er2 0,32408(2) 12
~IMI 0,2682(2)
_2M2 0,2705(2)
~1Ag 0,2706(2)
~1Ag 0,2761(2)
M2 _2M2 0,2800(2) 12
_2Er2 0,3137(2)
_1Er2 0,3185(2)
_ 2Er1 0,3538(2)
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Crpykrypuuii tunm PuNiz (imma nassa NbBes) € moxigaum Bim tumisa CaCus i
MgZn,. Atomu epbiro mictatees y 20-Bepmuaankax tuiry CaCus Ta maBeciBcbkux 16-
BEpIIMHHMKAX, aTOMH apIeHTyMy Ta YacTHHA aTOMIB CTaTHCTHYHOI cymimi M2 — B
ikocaengpax, aromu M1 — y 12-epmmuHukax tumy CaCus, sKi BiApI3HSAIOTBCS Bif
iKocaepa CHMETPI€I0 1 KUTBKiCTIO pebep, MO CXOIATHCS B OJHIH BEPIIHHI.
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Puc. 2. Ilpoexiiist ctpykrypu ErAgo77Al2,23 Ha mwiomuny XY Ta KOOpAMHALIHI IOTieqpy aTOMIB

Fig. 2. Projection of the ErAgo.77Al2.23 structure onto XY plane
and coordination polyhedra of the atoms

CunHre3oBaHuii HOBMM TepHapHuil amroMiHin ErAgo77Alx23  momoBHIOE  psin
i30CTPYKTYpHHX CIOJYK 31 cropigHeHuMu ctpyktypamu tumy PuNiz a6o  ioro
Hagctpykrypu CasCuAly, siki yrBOproroThest 3 BakkumMu P3M Ta cpibiom, i mae 3Mory
MPOTHO3YBATH iICHYBAaHHS HOBHX CIIOJIYK TAKOT'O CAMOT0 CTPYKTYPHOIO THITY 3a ydacTio Dy,
Tm Ta Lu.

4. BucHOBOK

Omxe, 3a pe3ylbTaTaMH YTOYHEHHS KOOPAMHAT, KOS(ILI€HTIB 3alOBHEHHS
KpUcTaTOrpadiuHuX  TO3WIIA 1  MapaMeTpiB  TEIUIOBOTO  3MIMIEHHS  aTOMIB
PEHTICHOCTPYKTYPHUM METOJOM IIOJIKpPHCTANa MiATBEPKEHO BUCIIOBICHE MPUITYLICHHS
npo Te, MO0 HOBUI TEpHApHWUH aiOMiHIN epOifo Ta apreHTyMy KpHCTaNi3YeTbCS Yy
pomboenpuuHiii Kkpuctamiyaid ctpykrypi Tumy PUNi3 3 4acTKOBO ymopsIKOBaHUM
po3TairyBanHsIM atoMiB AQ Ta Al y npaBmIBHHX CHCTEMax TOYOK IPOCTOPOBOi rpymu R-
3m, a yrouneHuit ckiaj cronyku omucye hopmymna ErAgoe77wAlz2sa) abo Er(Ago2sAlo74)s.
3a Temneparypu 600 °C HoBuil anroMiHii nepebyBae y TepMOJMHAMIi4YHIA piBHOBa3i 3
panimie Bimomumu TepHapauMu crionykamu ErAgasAlys (CT DYAQ24Alze) Ta ErgAgizAlsg
(CT YbsCU17A|4g).

5. Hoasika

ABropu Basuni kaHj. XiM. Hayk Anronmmun [.C. (Max Planck Institute for
Chemical Physics of Solids, Dresden) 3a momomory B OTpHMaHHI AWU(paKTOrpam s
MONIKPHCTAJIIYHUX 3Pa3KiB.
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CRYSTAL STRUCTURE OF THE NEW TERNARY ALUMINIDE ErAgo.77Al2.23
0. Zhak, O. Karychort, T. Horetska, O. Dashynych

Ivan Franko National University of Lviv,
Kyryla i Mefodiya Str., 6, 79005 Lviv, Ukraine
e-mail: olha.zhak@Inu.edu.ua

Crystal structure of the ternary erbium and silver aluminide ErAgo.77Al2.23 has been studied
using powder X-ray diffraction data: space group R-3m, Pearson symbol hR36, lattice parameters
a=0.55049(1) nm, c¢=2.61415(6) nm, final residual values are R = 0,0450; Rp = 0,0314;
wRp = 0,0430.

Samples were prepared by an arc melting under purified argon atmosphere with
nonconsumable tungsten electrode and water-cooled copper hearth of the elemental components with
certified purities of 99.999 wt.% Er, 99.95 wt.% Ag and 99.99 wt.% Al. All samples were re-melted
twice to ensure homogeneity, and then heat treated in evacuated silica tubes at 600 °C during 700
hours. Annealed alloys were quenched in cold water without breaking the tubes. Phase analysis of the
prepared samples and crystal structure determination of new compound were carried out using X-ray
powder diffraction patterns recorded on a automatic powder diffractometer Huber Imaging Plate
Guinier Camera G670 (CuKgi-radiation, A = 0.154056 nm; 3.503 <26 <99.99°; step 0,01° of 26,
scan time is 250 sec per step). Refinement of the atomic positional and displacement parameters in
the crystal structure of the compounds was carried out by the full profile Rietveld method in the range
20=3.50-99.99° (CuKqi-radiation) using the WinCSD program package.

Existence of the new ternary aluminide ErAgo.77Al2.23 with the rhombohedral structure of the
PuNis-type was found in the two three-component samples of the starting compositions
Ero2sAgo.20Aloss and Ero2sAgoizAloss. In both samples new aluminide was in thermodynamic
equilibrium with the small admixtures of the earlier known ternary phases ErAgzsAlzs (DyAgz4Alz6-
type structure) and ErsAgizAlsg (YbsCui7Alsg-type structure).

Partially ordered distribution of the smaller atoms Ag and Al was observed in the crystal
structure of new intermetallide, in particular Wyckoff site 6¢ is fully occupied by Ag atoms, whereas
Wyckoff sites 3b and 18h are occupied by the statistical mixtures of Ag and Al atoms with a
predominant content of aluminum atoms leading to the next formulas ErAgo.7z@Alz23a) or
Er(Ago.26Alo.74)s.

Interatomic distances in the ErAgo.77Al2.23 crystal structure are in good correlation with the
respective sums of the atomic radii of the components indicating predominance of the metallic
bonding.

Structure type PuNis (or NbBes) can be considered as formed from the structural units of the
CaCus and MgZnz structure types.

Keywords: crystal structure, X-ray powder diffraction, aluminide, erbium, silver.
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