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The history of formation and the current state of mammal collections of the Zoo-
logical Museum at Zaporizhia National University are considered. The essay comprises two
main sections: a general description of the museum and a survey of unique specimens. The
first presents historical information as well as a depiction of the building and a general de-
scription of the collection. The second section deals with the analysis of unique specimens
as evidence and sources for valuable faunal data and as elements of the museum display.
The museum was established in 1997, although the period of amassment of materials and
the history of the osteological collection had already begun in 1987, when the Faculty of
Biology was established at the University of Zaporizhia. The exposition of the museum con-
sists of both skin-mounts and osteological materials (skulls) displayed in glass cabinets and
on stands. This part of the exhibition is designed as a separate hall of the museum (“Green”
hall) devoted to mammals and birds. However, the main part of the scientific collection
of skulls (more than 800 specimens) is stored in cabinets located in working rooms of the
Department of Forest Biology, Game Management, and Ichthyology. These are the working
materials collected by scientists and students of the department. The osteological collection
includes 240 skulls of Vulpes vulpes, 89 of Canis lupus, 77 of Ondatra zibethicus, 77 of
Lepus europaeus, 57 of Nyctereutes procyonoides, 27 of Martes foina, 9 of Canis aureus,
and 4 of Lutra lutra, which is in total 580 specimens. Though the number of ungulate speci-
mens has yet to be accounted, their number is not less than the number of carnivores. The
displayed part of the mammal collection is represented by 4 groups of notable specimens,
including dynamic figures (representing game mammals of the local fauna), collection of
skulls (1 or 2 specimens of each species, mainly of the size of a hedgehog or weasel to the
size of a moose), exotic species (including monkeys, megabats, armadillos, etc.), and rare
species of fauna of the Azov region. Among faunistically valuable specimens collected in
Ukraine are such rare species as follows: 1) Allactaga major (1 specimen, 2011, near Pri-
morsky Posad, Zaporizhia Oblast; 2) Spalax microphthalmus (1 specimen, skin-mount, Lysa
Hora, near Vasylivka, Zaporizhia Oblast, 12.2013); 3) Plecotus austriacus (1 specimen, vi-
cinities of Kushugum, Zaporizhia Oblast, 12.2018); 4) Desmana moschata (1 specimen,
Sumy Oblast, 20.11.2018).
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Introduction

Zoological collections stored in natural history museums has always been among the ob-
jects of interest of museologists as well as researchers and visitors [4, 20]. In Ukraine, zoological
museums at universities are important elements of infrastructure also being a teaching ground
for faculties of biological or natural sciences [22]. Zoological museums perform a wide range of
functions, including research and education [6].

The Zoological Museum of Zaporizhia University (ZMZNU: [7]) is almost the youngest
among natural history museums of Ukraine. It was created and continues to develop thanks to the
care and enthusiasm of local zoologists, game experts, and naturalists [3] at a time when natural
science departments of universities are eliminated or merged with other units in many regions of
Ukraine. This museum is one of the examples of how an educational and scientific centre must
develop and perform all of its functions, including the amassment and storage of unique zoologi-
cal specimens.

The aim of this work is to describe the key features of the exhibition and scientific collec-
tion of the Zoological Museum of Zaporizhia National University and to analyse the most notable
specimens that provide important museological and faunal information.

General description of the museum

Historical details and the building. The history of amassment of the exhibits starts with
the creation of the Faculty of Biology in 1987. The first specimens were produced and stored at
the Department of Zoology and Game Management, and displayed in the corridors of the building
of the biological faculty until the creation of the zoological museum in a separate building. The
Zoological Museum of the Faculty of Biology of Zaporizhia National University was founded in
1991 on the basis of skin-mounts of mammals and birds, collections of insects and of bird eggs,
which were collected by the staff and students of the faculty, in particular during educational and
productive practices. In 1997, the exhibition was transferred from the auditoria of the department
to a separate hall with an area of 510 m? located in Campus No. 3 of the university.

In 1997, the Zoological Museum was registered at Zaporizhia Regional Directorate of
Culture. At this time, the exhibition was actively enriched. Until 2009, the exhibits had been pro-
duced by taxidermist A. Fateyev, Yu. Onyshchenko, and assistant V. Strelchenko.

In 2010, the Zoological Museum was moved to a new address and since it has been located
in a separate venue at 55 Gogol St, Zaporizhia (Fig. 1). The exhibition covers an area of 140 m?.
The Zoological Museum also has a library situated in a separate hall.

Fig. 1. The entrance to the Zoological
Museum of Zaporizhzhia National
University. Google Maps 3D image

Puc. 1. 3oonoriunuii My3eii 3arnopizpkoro

HAIlIOHAJILHOTO YHIBEPCUTETY.
Bxin no myser. 3a 3D-momynem
Google Maps

General description of the exhibition. The main part of the museum’s collection consist-
ing of 7,540 storage units is exhibited in four halls:
— skin-mounts of animals of Zaporizhia Oblast in the first hall;
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— skin-mounts and skulls of mammals and birds in the “green hall”;

— skin-mounts and fluid-preserved specimens of birds, fishes, amphibians, reptiles, crusta-
ceans, and molluscs in the “blue hall”;

— invertebrates (insects, arachnids, and crustaceans) in the “pink hall”.

A large part of the collection is represented by specimens of nests, clutches, and eggs of
about 300 bird species, as well as specimens of 90 species of fish and ca. 70 species of reptiles
and amphibians. The insect collection comprises about 7,000 specimens, mostly of lepidopterans.

Skin-mounts, shoulder mounts, and skull mounts of 189 specimens of 94 mammal species
are displayed (Table 1), including large series of cleaned and whitened skulls in showcases and
stands (Fig. 2). The osteological part of the exhibition consists of 98 specimens (Table 2). Among

the 94 species mentioned, 41 represent the fauna of Ukraine and 53 represent distant regions.

Table 1

Distribution of mammal species by the number of specimens in the exhibition of the Zoological
Museum, their presence in the fauna of Ukraine (+) and status according to the Red Data Book

of Ukraine (RDBU)

Tabmuus 1

Po3monin BUAIB ccaBIiB 3a KITBKICTIO 3pa3KiB B €KCHO3HUIIIT 300I0TIYHOTO MY3€I0, iXHs
MIpeACTaBIEHICTD y (ayHi YKpaiHu (+) Ta ctaTyc 0XOpoHH 3a UepBOHOIO KHUTOI0 YKpaiHu

(UKY)
. . . Presence in the
Order, family Species (Bumm) Specimens fauna of Ukraine
Cingulata (1)
Dasypodidae Dasypus novemcinctus (bponenocenp 1eB’STHCMYTHiT) 1
Eulipotyphla (9) .
Erinaceidae Erinaceus roumanicus (I>xak 6inodepeBuii) 4 +
Soricidae Sorex araneus (Minuus 3Bu4aiiHa) 1 +
Crocidura suaveolens (bino3yOxa mana) 1 +
Talpidae Desmana moschata (Xoxyinsi pycbka) 2 +RDBU
Talpa europaea (Kpit eBponenchkuii) 1 +
Lagomorpha (6)
Leporidae Lepus europaeus (3aeus cipuii) 6 +
Rodentia (29)
Capromyidae Mpyocastor coypus (Hytpis) 6 ? (introduced)
Chinchillidae Chinchilla lanigera (IIlunmmna 3Bu4aiina) 3
Caviidae Cavia porcellus (Kasis) 2
Sciuridae Sciurus vulgaris (Busipka sicoBa) 2 +
Marmota bobak (babak crenoBuit) 2 +
Spermophilus suslicus (XoBpax Kpam4acTuii) 1 +
Castoridae Castor fiber (bobep eBponeicbkuii) 4 +
Gliridae Glis glis (BoBuok cipwuii) 1 +
Dipodidae Allactaga major (TynikaH BemTUKHIA) 1 +RDBU
Spalacidae Spalax microphthalmus (Cninak cxixHuii) 1 +
Cricetidae Phodopus sungorus (Xom’sT9OK JOKYHTapChKHI) 1
Arvicolidae Ondatra zibethicus (OunaTpa 6010TsSHA) 4 + (introduced)
Microtus arvalis (IloniBka 3Bu4aiiHa) 1 +
Arvicola amphibius (ILlyp BoxsiHMiA) 1
Muridae Rattus norvegicus (Ilautok MaHIpiBHUIA) 1 +
Primates (10)
Loridae Loris tardigradus (Jlopi ToHKwMIA) 1
Nycticebus coucang (Jlopi moBiTbHHI) 3
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Order, family

Species (Bunu)

Specimens

Presence in the
fauna of Ukraine

Callithrichidiae Callithrix jacchus (IrpyHka 3Bn4aiiHa) 1

Cebidae Saimiri sciureus (Caiimipi BUBIpKOBHIT)

Chiroptera (6)

Vespertilionidae ~ Plecotus austriacus (ByxaHb aBcTpiiCbKuil) 1 + RDBU
Nyctalus noctula (Bedipauns pyna) 1 + RDBU
Nyctalus leisleri (Beuipauiyt mana) 1 + RDBU
Eptesicus serotinus (Ileprad mi3Hiii) 1 + RDBU

Pteropodidae Thoopterus nigrescens (Kpunan TeMHnii) 2

Carnivora (49)

Canidae Vulpes vulpes (Jluc pyauit) 9 +
Canis lupus (BoBk cipwuii) 9 +
Nyctereutes procyonoides (€HOT yccypiiicbkuii) 2 +

Ursidae Ursus arctos (Benmias 6ypuit) 3 + RDBU

Procyonidae Procyon lotor (PakyH niBHIYHNIT) 3

Mustelidae Martes foina (Kynuns kam’siHa) 3 +
Martes martes (Kyauns micoa) 2 +
Mustela nivalis (Jlacka) 2 +
Mustela erminea (I'opHOCTAI1) 1 + RDBU
Mustela lutreola (Hopka eBponeiicbka) 3 + RDBU
Mustela eversmanni (Txip cTenoBuit) 1 + RDBU
Mustela putorius (Txip nicoBuii) 1 + RDBU
Mustela putorius f. furo (Txip dperka) 2
Meles meles (bopcyk €BpONICHCHKUI) 5 +
Lutra lutra (Bunpa piukosa) 2 + RDBU

Felidae Panthera pardus (IlanTepa missMucTa) 1

Ceatacea (1)

Phocoenidae Phocoena phocoena (PorieHa 3Buvaiina) 1 + RDBU

Perissodactyla (2)

Equidae Equus hemionus (Kynan) 2

Artiodactyla (76)

Suidae Sus scrofa (CuHs quKa) 14 +
Sus scrofa f. domestica (CBuHs cBilicbka) 1

Moschidae Moschus moschiferus (Kabapra) 2

Cervidae Dama dama (Jlanp 3Bn4aiina) 7 + (semi-free)
Cervus elaphus (OneHpb IUTIXETHHN) 6
Capreolus capreolus (CapHa eBponelicbKa) 11 +
Capreolus pygargus (CapHa a3iiicbka) 2
Alces alces (Jloch eBponelicbkuit) 5 +
Alces americanus (Jloch aMepUKaHCHKHIA) 1
Rangifer tarandus (OneHb MiBHIYHMIA) 4
Ovis musimon (My}oH eBponeiicbkuif) 10 + (semi-free)
Ovis nivicola (bapan cHiroBwuit) 1
Ovis ammon (Apxap) 1
Capra ibex (Koza ripcpka) 1
Capra hircus (Ko3a kamepyHCBKa) 3
Capra hircus f. domestica (Ko3a cBiiicpka) 2
Saiga tatarica (Caiirax) 4
Bos taurus (buk cBilicbKHIt) 1

In total species = 94, specimens = 189 species =41

Description of the scientific osteological collection. The osteological collection consists
of two main parts: specimens displayed in halls of the Zoological Museum and specimens stored
at the Department of Forest Biology, Game Management, and Ichthyology of Zaporizhia Univer-
sity. Information on the displayed part of the osteological collection is summarised in Table 2.
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This part of the collection consists of 98 specimens of skulls (and antlers and horns) of medium-
sized and large mammals (from hedgehog to moose).

Table 2
Osteological series in the exhibition of the Zoological Museum
Tabmurg 2
OcrteornoriuHi cepii B eKCIIO3UIIii 300JI0TITHOTO MY3€10

Group of specimens Number Group of specimens Number
Skulls of insectivores 2 Skulls of other carnivorans 5
Skulls of lagomorphs 1 Skulls (full skeleton) of cetaceans 1
Skulls of non-muroid rodents 12 Skulls of equids 1
Skulls of muroid rodents 3 Skulls of cervid ungulates 22
Skulls of primates 2 Skull of bovid ungulates 10
Skulls of mustelid carnivorans 9 Antlers and horns of ungulates 20
Skulls of canid carnivorans 10 In total 98

The main part of the osteological collection is stored at the Department of Forest Biology,
Game Management, and Ichthyology (Table 3). This part of the collection also contains addi-
tional specimens (mainly skulls of ungulates) used in the training of students. These materials are
stored in the building of the Faculty of Biology of Zaporizhia National University (62 Gogol St).

The distribution of species by the number of skulls is presented in Table 3. The osteologi-
cal collection contains skulls of the grey wolf (Canis lupus), red fox (Vulpes vulpes), raccoon dog
(Nyctereutes procyonoides), beech marten (Martes foina), Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra), muskrat
(Ondatra zibethicus), European hare (Lepus europaeus), European roe deer (Capreolus capreo-
lus), wild boar (Sus scrofa), and other species.

This is a working collection and therefore not described in detail (also a part of the ma-
terials is represented only by bone fragments), and its evaluated volume is about 580 skulls of
carnivorans and rodents, ca. 50 % of which (240 specimens) belong to the red fox. The number
of ungulates is not evaluated, although it is not smaller by its volume.

Table 3
Distribution of species by the number of specimens (skulls) in the osteological collection*
Tabnu 3
Po3snonin BUAiB 3a KUNBKICTIO 3pa3KiB (YeperiB) y OCTEONOT 4HIi KOIeKIil
Species (Bun) Skulls Species (Bux) Skulls
Vulpes vulpes (Jluc pynwii) 240 Nyctereutes procyonoides (CHOT ycCypidCBHKHIA) 57
Canis lupus (BoBKk) 89 Martes foina (Kynuns xam’siHa) 27
Ondatra zibethicus (Ougarpa) 77 Canis aureus (11laka) 9

Lepus europaeus (3aeup cipuit) 77  Lutra lutra (Buapa piyxosa) _ _ 4
*Only the number of verified specimens are indicated from N. Lebedeva’s working collection. About the

same amount of ungulate skulls is stored in the working collections of the department.

Information on recent collectors and taxidermists. The museum’s head Oleksandr Ko-
rotia and the taxidermist represent the main staff. Many specimens obtained in the past 10 years
were collected by Oleksandr Kravtsov. A significant number of specimens comes from differ-
ent game husbandries where students spend their productive practice or work after graduation.
Specimens of game species have been hunted in the south of Ukraine, particularly in Zaporizhia
Oblast, since 1993. The presence in the working collections of species listed in the Red Data
Book of Ukraine or specimens collected during closed season is related to either confiscation of
illegally captured animals during raids to detect violations of legislation or authorised reduce of
the number of predators on hunting grounds.



1. 3azopodHiok, H. Jlebedesa, 3. bapkaci, O. Kopomsi
ISSN 0206-5657. BicHuk JlbBiBcbKkoro yHiBepcuteTy. Cepis 6ionoriyHa. 2020. Bunyck 82 141

Unique specimens in the mammal exhibition

There are several notable elements in the mammal exhibition (“green hall”) of the Zoo-
logical Museum of ZNU. Some of them represent animals as living things (e.g. dynamic mounts),
while others are scientific and game samples. Notably distinguished among them are the follo-
wing groups of specimens:

1) A significant number of dynamic mounts, including of the beech marten (Martes foina),
European badger (Meles meles), mouflon (Ovis musimon) and others (Fig. 2). All of them are
specimens from the local fauna. Dynamic compositions are one of the striking features of the
museum. The badger specimen is a new addition (the 145™) to the recently described general list
of museum specimens of the species in Ukraine [2].

2) The collection of mammal skulls displayed in showcases and skull mounts (Fig. 3)
representing about 50—-60 species (an exact inventory has not been conducted in the museum
yet). Specimens of game mammals are especially numerous, which is generally related to the
specialization of the university department’s staff (game management) and to the kinds of enrich-
ment sources (mainly hunting trophies). This part of the exhibition is mainly concerned with the
local fauna.

Fig.2. Dynamic mounts in the display of the Zoological
Museum of ZNU: mouflon, European badger,
and beech marten. All exhibits were prepared

by local taxidermists
Puc. 2. [lunamiuHi d¢irypu B  ekcrmo3uuil
3oomoriynoro  Mmysero  3HY:  myduonmn,
0OpCYK €BPOTICUCHKUI 1 KyHHIS Kam sHA.
Bci  excnoHatd  BHUTOTOBICHO MiCHeBI/IMI/I

TakcHaepMicTaMi

3) Exotics such as the red slender loris (Loris tardigradus, 1 specimen), Sunda slow loris
(Nycticebus coucang, 3 specimens), common marmoset (Callithrix jacchus, 1 specimen), com-
mon squirrel monkey (Saimiri sciureus, 5 specimens), moose (4lces americanus), and other spe-
cies from outside the Palaearctic. Among the exotics are also species often kept in captivity in
Ukraine: coypu (Myocastor coypus), long-tailed chinchilla (Chinchilla lanigera), raccoon (Pro-
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cyon lotor), Siberian musk deer (Moschus moschiferus), and Cameroon goat (small-sized form of
Capra hircus) (see Table 1). Unique specimens also include the swift fruit bat (Thoopterus nigre-
scens, 2 specimens) and the nine-banded armadillo (Dasypus novemcinctus, 1 specimen) (Fig. 4).

4) Species listed in the Red Data Book of Ukraine — 16 species, including 2 species of
insectivores, 4 rodents, 4 bats, 5 carnivorans, and 1 seal (see Table 1). Among these rare species
are the Russian desman (Desmana moschata), grey long-eared bat (Plecotus austriacus), and the
great jerboa (A/lactaga major). Details on the most valuable samples are given below.

Fig. 3. Collections of skulls displayed in showcases in the Zoological Museum of ZNU (mainly of small-
sized carnivorans and rodents) an on stands (mainly of large ungulates)

Puc. 3. Komexkuis uepenis B exkcrio3utii 3ooxorigaoro myseto 3HY, posmimena y BirpuHax (IpiOHIimm 3a
po3MipaMu BHIM — MEPEBaKHO XMKI Ta IPU3YHHU) Ta HA CTIHHUX CTEHIAaxX (BEJMKOPO3MipHI BUIU —
NepeBakKHO KOITUTHI)

Unique specimens as evidence for valuable faunal information

The collection contains a number of unique specimens representing both of the local and
foreign fauna. Specimens of local species have the highest faunal value, since they are the only
proof of their presence in the modern fauna of Zaporizhia and other regions. A number of such
specimens drew the authors’ attention during the collection’s investigation:

1) Russian desman, Desmana moschata (Linnaeus, 1758) — 1 specimen (1 skin-mount
without skull and 1 skull separately), Sumy Oblast, 20.11.2018, collector and taxidermist
O. Kravtsov. A description of 4 specimens of the Russian desman appeared recently with similar
primary data published by colleagues from Belarus and Zaporizhia [17], which allows suggesting
the transfer of these specimens to the collection of ZMZNU: 4 skulls of the desman collected on
20.11.2018 along the bank of the Vyr River (died in poacher nets) near Bilopillia, Sumy Oblast.
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This record locality of the Russian desman is the last known in Ukraine and it was recently de-
scribed in the literature [23].

Fig. 4. Several exotic mammal species in
the exhibition of the Zoological
Museum of ZNU: left — nine-banded
armadillo Dasypus novemcinctus as
part of a composition; right — swift
fruit bat Thoopterus nigrescens;
below — moose Alces americanus

Puc. 4. Okpemi €K30THYHI BHIHM CCAaBIliB y
eKCTO3uIlii 300JIOTIYHOTO MY3€H0
3HY: umiBopyd — OpoHEHOCEIb
Dasypus novemcinctus 'y ckmamgi
EKCIO3MIIIITHOT KOMIIO3HIIiT;
npaBopyd — Kkpunad Thoopterus
nigrescens; BHU3Y —  JIOCh
aMepUKaHChKUH Alces americanus

2) Grey long-eared bat, Plecotus austriacus (Fischer, 1829) — 1 specimen, skin-mount
(photo in Fig. 56 c¢), nearby to Kushugum, Zaporizhia Oblast, December 2018, collector and
taxidermist O. Kravtsov. The identification of the specimen is valid. Notably that this record
comes from the left bank of the Dnipro River and is one of the few records from this area, among
which the closest were reported in 1998 from Askania-Nova and Melitopol [26], and recently
(02.11.2016) from the Kilchen River’s valley near Spaske, Novomoskovsk Raion, Dnipropet-
rovsk Oblast [14]. The considered here specimen is the easternmost record of the species in
Eastern Europe (Fig. 6).

3) The edible dormouse, Glis glis (Linnaeus, 1766) — 1 specimen, skin-mount, come from
Chernihiv Oblast, without details. The record is valuable because of the rarity of this species east-
ward of the Dnipro River, where only two records of this species were known from the adjacent
Poltava Oblast (Podobaylo et al., 2017).

4) Great jerboa, Allactaga major (Kerr, 1792) — 1 specimen, skin-mount (photo in
Fig. 5, a). Date is unknown; the specimen was transferred in 2011 by a student of Zaporizhia
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University. The specimen was collected nearby to Prymorskyi Posad, Pryazovske Raion, Zapo-
rizhia Oblast and it is one of the few specimens of the species stored in museums of Ukraine: in
total, 31 specimens are deposited in the National Museum of Natural History NAS of Ukraine
[21] and one in the Zoological Museum of Sumy University [15]. According to the collector’s
report, a stable jerboa population exists in the area where the specimen was recorded. This record
coincides with the known range of the species in the Azov region [18]. The closest record of
the species based on collection specimens is from Chaplyne, Vasylkivka Raion, Dnipropetrovsk
Oblast (National Museum of Natural History NAS of Ukraine, fluid-preserved specimen, No.
168, leg. O. Brauner).

5) Greater mole-rat, Spalax microphthalmus Gueldenstaedt, 1770 — 1 specimen,
No. 11111292, skin-mount (photo in Fig. 5, b); Lysa Hora tract near Vasylivka, Zaporizhia Oblast,
collected in December 2013 by O. Kravtsov. Since the record from Vasylivka represents a mar-
ginal colony beyond the currently known ranges of S. microphthalmus and S. arenarius and be-
cause S. zemni was found on Khortytsia Island [24], the status of the population from Zaporizhia
should be revised, which requires new materials. The considered here specimen is the only Spalax
in the museum thus it cannot be prepared in order to investigate the skull, which is inside the skin-
mount. Currently, this is the most distant record of mole-rats in the region and it might be related
to the preservation of the whole complex of Lysa Hora.

Many specifications and re-identifications of collected specimens were made during the
survey of the collection. Although the authors had no opportunity to revise all specimens, most of
them were verified. Among the important re-identifications of valuable and common specimens
were, for example, as follows: the black rat specimens (Rattus rattus) was identified as the brown
rat Rattus norvegicus, and the horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus hipposideros) from Zaporizhia turned
out to be the common serotine (Eptesicus serotinus). The latter has an undeveloped, but clearly
visible post-calcarial lobe as in Eptesicus lobatus (sensu: [5]).

a b c

Fig. 5. Specimens providing unique data on the fauna of Ukraine and occurring rarely in zoological collections
of Ukraine: a — great jerboa (Allactaga major), b — great mole-rat (Spalax microphthalmus), c — grey
long-eared bat (Plecotus austriacus)

Puc. 5. 3pa3ku, mo naoTh yHiKanbHy (ayHiCTHUHY iH(pOpMaIiio npo ¢ayHy YKpaiHH Ta € HEeUaCTUMHU B
300JIOTTYHUX KONEKIiSX YKpaiHu: a — Tymkan Beiukuit (Allactaga major), b — cninak cxigHuit
(Spalax microphthalmus), c — Byxanb aBcTpiiicbkuii (Plecotus austriacus)
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Fig. 6. Range dynamics of Plecotus austriacus in Ukraine (after [27 Zagorodniuk, 2019], with changes) and
the location of the new record from Kushugum (asterisk)

Puc. 6. lunamika apeany Byxans Plecotus austriacus B YkpaiHi (3a [27 Zagorodniuk, 2019], 31 3miHamu) Ta
po3milieHHs HOBOT 3Haxiaku Buay B Kymryrymi (3ipouka)

Discussion

Mammal collections of zoological or natural history museums of universities are fully
described only for the Zoological Museum of Lviv University [28] and the Zoological Museum
of Uzhhorod University [25]. Mammal collections are partly described in case of some other
museums, ¢.g. Museum of Nature of Kharkiv University [9—10] and Zoological Museum of Lu-
hansk University [19 and others]. Full catalogues are published only for the mammal collections
stored in the Zoological Museum of Chernivtsi University [1] and Zoological Museum of Lviv
University [8].

The collection exhibited in the Zoological Museum of Zaporizhia University is quite small
including about 190 specimens of mammals (see above). This is related to the recent creation
of the museum and short period of amassment of specimens. However, it fully corresponds to
the educational and enlightening functions of the museum. Regarding the osteological collec-
tion, the main part of which is stored at the Department of Forest Biology, Game Management,
and Ichthyology, its volume is significant and comparable with other collections. The number of
carnivoran specimens is especially relevant. This is mainly because of the department’s speciali-
sation, which is and remains also the main feature of the collection: only few zoological collec-
tions have such large series of carnivorans, including recently collected specimens, which allows
analysing changes of characters in time, especially in the process of fauna synanthropisation.

The osteological collections became bases for a number of studies, in particular for the de-
scription of craniological features of the muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus) in Zaporizhia region [11],
on the specifics of age determination in foxes (Vulpes vulpes) by layers of teeth structures [12], on
craniological features of the wolf (Canis lupus) in the south-east of Ukraine [13] and other works.
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Considering the current volumes and specialisation, as well as the halls accessible to zoo-
logists, further development of the scientific collections may take place not in the exhibition
building, but at the Department of Forest Biology, where the main part of the osteological collec-
tion is stored. The Zoological Museum of Zaporizhia University develops dynamically enriching
its exhibitions and scientific collections with new specimens that have not only educational but
also scientific significance. Therefore, there is a need for creation of a museum depository provi-
ding favourable conditions (humidity, temperature) for permanent storage of the collections and
allowing proper care for the specimens.
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Po3rnsanyTO icTOpiro popMyBaHHS Ta Cy9acHHI CTaH KOJIEKIIii CCaBIiB 300IOTiYHOTO
My3€r0 IpH 3amopi3pkoMy HalliOHAIBHOMY YHiBepcuTeTi. Hapuc BKIo4ae 1Ba OCHOBHHX
po3minm — «3arajpHUil omuC My3ero» Ta «YHiKaJbHI 3pa3kmy». [lepmmii i3 HUX MiCTHTBH
iCTOpUYHI BiJOMOCTI i ONMUC MPHUMINIEHHS Ta 3arajbHUil omuc Kojekmii. Apyruit po3min
MIPUCBSYEHO ONHCY YHIKAJBHHUX 3pa3KiB SK EIIEMEHTY EKCIO3HWIll Ta ONMUCYy W aHamizy
VHIKaJIbHUX 3pa3KiB SK CBIIONTB 1 JpKepen LiHHOI QayHicTrmyHOi iH(opMmamii. Myszeit
cTBOpeHo 1997 poky, mpoTe mepiof HaKOMMYEHHS MaTepially i icTopis OCTeonoTidHol
KOJIeKIii MoYnHAIOTECS 3 1987 poky, konu B 3amopi3pKkoMy YHIBEpCHTETI OyII0 CTBOPEHO
Olomoriuamii ¢axynsreT. EkcnosuIiiiHa 4acTHHAa MICTHTh SK OIyJaJla CCaBIiB, TakK 1
OCTEOJIOT1YHI MaTepiaiu (Yepenn), SMOHTOBaH1 y CKIITHUX Madax 1 Ha creHaax. Lsg qvactuHa
eKCIo3uIlii ohopMIIeHa K OKpeMa 3ajia My3elo («3eJieHay 3ai1a), Jie peICTaBIIeHi CCaBIli Ta
nraxu. OCHOBHa Konekiis depenis (moHan 800 3paskiB) 30epiraeTsest y GOHIOBIN KOMEKIIiT
y madax, mo po3MieHi B podounx KiMHaTax kadeapu 6i0morii Jicy, MUCITHBCTBO3HABCTBA
i ixriomyorii; me poOoui Mmarepiamu, sKi 30MpalOTh HAYKOBII Ta CTyAeHTH Kadenpu. B
ocreonoriyHii konekuii € 240 uepeniB Vulpes vulpes, 89 Canis lupus, 77 Ondatra zibethicus,
77 Lepus europaeus, 57 Nyctereutes procyonoides, 27 Martes foina, 9 Canis aureus, 4 Lutra
lutra; 3aramom nux BuniB — 580 3pa3KiB; HATOMICTb KiIbKICTh KOMUTHUX HE OOTIKOBaHa, ajie
BOHA HE MEHIIIA 32 00CATOM BiJI KOJIEKI XMKHX. B ekcro3uIiiHiil 4acTHHI BUPI3HAIOTECS 4
TPYITH 3pa3KiB — TpymHa JUHAMIYHEX Qiryp (yci 3 MicueBoi (ayHH 3 TPYIH «MHCIHBCEKIAX)
3BipiB), KOJNEKIis uepemiB (1Mo 1—2 3pa3Ku KOXKHOTO 3 BU/IiB, TIEPEBAXKHO BiJl pO3MIipy DKaka 9u
JIACKH JI0 PO3MIpy JIOCS), €K30TH (BKIIFOYHO 3 MaBIIaMH, KpHJIaHAMH, OPOHEHOCIISIMH TOIIIO),
paputetHi Buau MicreBoi ¢aynu [Ipua3zor’s. Cepen BUCOKOWIHHUX 3 (ayHICTHIHOT TOUKU
30py 3pa3KiB, 3i0paHUX HA TePeHAX YKpaiHU, BUPI3HAIOTHCS TaKi pAPUTETHI BUAM: 1) TyIIKaH
Allactaga major (1 ex3., onynano, 2011 p., oxon. c. [Ipumopcrkuii [Tocax 3anopizpkoi 0011.;
2) cinak Spalax microphthalmus (1 ex3., ypou. JIuca ropa, 6ins cmt BacuitiBka 3anopispkoi
001, 12.2013); 3) xaxxan Plecotus austriacus (1 ex3., okoin. cMt Kynryrym 3amopizpkoi 06:7.,
12.2018); 4) Desmana moschata (1 ex3., Cymcpka o0i., 20.11.2018).

Kniouoei cnosa: ccapui, TepioNOTiuHI KOJEKIii, 3000Ti4HI My3ei, YHIBEPCUTETH
VYkpainu, HaioHaJdbHE HaOAHHA
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